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APRIL 2004 NOVICE MEETING
April 6th, 2004,, 6:30 PM - CASA DEL PRADO - ROOM 104
By Lynn Ford, 2nd Vice President
Many of you already know our April speaker, Charley Fouquette. Not only has he been a
member of the San Diego County Orchid Society for over 24 years, but he also has been
on our societies Board of Directors for many years. Charley is going to talk to you about
his passion (of course, other than his dear wife Sue), which is Phalaenopsis.
Here is your chance to find out from an expert grower, how to grow Phals, how to
nurture Phals, where your Phalaenopsis are happiest, and lots, lots, more. I have heard that
Phalaenopsis are fast becoming the most desirable orchid for home growers all over the
world, and we are lucky to have one of the most sought after experts on Phals as our
speaker.
We had a fabulous March meeting with Loren Batchman who brought in armloads of
beautiful Cymbidium blossoms and several incredible Cymbidium orchid plants. He really
filled us in on the orchid judging process and how we should prepare out orchid plants to
show. It was an educational and entertaining meeting and especially fun as many members
got to take home those lovely blossoms.
Thanks, Loren, for a great talk!

APRIL 2004 GENERAL MEETING
April 6th, 2004, 7:30 PM - CASA DEL PRADO - ROOM 101
By Ivan Harrison, 1st Vice President
Conservationists and Lady Slipper lovers will be excited to learn that April’s speaker will
be Dr. Harold Koopowitz, Professor of Biology in the Department of Ecology and
Evolutionary Biology at UC Irvine. Dr. Koopowitz is an Accredited AOS Judge, who has
written several published books: Clivias (Aug. 2002), Orchids and their Conservation
(Sept. 2001), Novelty Slipper Orchids (Apr. 1991), Plant Extinction: A Global Crisis
(Mar. 1983), as well as many articles, including "An annotated check-list of the genus
Paphiopedilum". He is currently working on a new book on “Tropical Slipper Orchids”.
Dr. Koopowitz is Editor in Chief of Orchid Digest quarterly magazine and the
Paphiopedilum cross (P. malipoense x P. rothschildianum) was named in his honor.
Dr. Koopowitz conducts a variety of research worldwide including plant ecology of
Narcissus in Spain, biodiversity losses in the tropics, the ecology and reproductive biology
of Aerangis verdickii in Zimbabwe, and Phragmipedium species in Ecuador and Peru,
which will be the topic on his presentation to SDCOS.
Dr. Koopowitz has been collecting, growing and studying orchids for over 30 years. His
involvement has been at many levels as a hobbyist, scientist and commercial grower. He
specializes in Paphiopedilums and was a partner with Norito Hasegawa in Paphanatics,
unLimited for approximately 20 years.
He is also a corresponding member of the Conservation Committee for the American
Orchid Society and serves on the International Orchid Commission. In addition, he is a
member of the Species Survival Commission, concerned with orchids for the IUCN
(International Union for the Conservation of Nature).
We wish to extend our thanks to last month’s speaker, Harry Phillips of Andy’s Orchids.
His down-to-earth approach to orchid growing was a delight to long-time growers and
novices alike, and his easy style kept our attention throughout his presentation. It was a
wonderful change from our usual slide shows. Several members have told me they have
taken the plunge into growing “on sticks” since Harry’s demonstration. Yeah for them!
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Members and Advertisers
If you have monthly meetings, classifieds, submissions of
interest, or announcements related to orchids, to be
considered for publication in the upcoming May issue,
please contact us by April 16th.
You are encouraged to contact the editor by either email or
phone from 2 pm to 8 pm only, Michael Orser at
619.269.3445 or editor@sdorchids.com
Advertisers: please contact Marjorie Kuhlmann at
858.675.0885 or m_kuhlmann@sbcglobal.net under the
same deadline as in bold above.

The San Diego County Orchid Society
BOARD MEMBERS
President
First VP
Second VP
Secretary
Treasurer
Past President
Parliamentarian
Directors 2001-2004
2002-2005
2003-2006

UPCOMING
CALIFORNIA EVENTS
April 3-4
Tropical Plant Society of Modesto Show, Stanislaus Union School,
1931 Kiernan Ave., Modesto, CA. Contact: Susan Wedegaertner,
1348 Kiernan Ave., Modesto, CA 95356; 209.545.4732
April 3-4
Santa Clara Valley Orchid Society Show, Westgate Mall, 1600
Saratoga Ave., San Jose, CA. Contact: Conrad Kumata, 19987
Knollwood Dr., Saratoga, CA 95070; 408.996.8335
April 17-18
Sacramento Orchid Society Spring Show, Scottish Rite
Masonic Center, 6151 H Street, Sacramento, CA. Contact:
Richard Heisler, 6375 Reservoir Dr., Granite Bay, CA 95746;
916.989.1650

Gary Pierwola
Ivan Harrison
Lynn Ford
Lynn Dornfeld
Barbie Mays
Genie Hammond
Bob Clark
David Graham
Charlie Fouquette

Orchid Viruses

Sam De Maria

SAN DIEGO COUNTY ORCHID SOCIETY

Orange County Orchid Society May, 2004 Meeting: Noted
Orchid Virologist, Dr. Arthur Allison, Founder of Critter
Creek Laboratories, the Orchid Virus-Testing Laboratory
"Orchid Viruses: Their Identification and
Consequences"
7:30 P.M., May 19, 2004
Yorba Linda Public Library
18181 Imperial Highway, Yorba Linda, CA
Members Free
Guests Invited
($5 entry fee or join OCOS at door for $15)

OUR PURPOSE: To promote interest in orchids and their
cultivation, to educate by exchanging information and
experiences related to successful orchid culture, and to
support the conservation of orchids in the wild.
SDCOS meetings are held the first Tuesday of each month
at Casa Del Prado in Balboa Park. We invite you to join
the society to receive the monthly newsletter and many
other benefits.
Beginner's Class:
General Meeting:

If you would like to join the society, please send your
check for $10* for individual, $12.50 for Dual
membership, payable to SDCOS, to: Vivian Folmer,
SDCOS Membership, 13127 Roundup, SanDiego, CA
92129. Telephone: 858.538.6187, email:
vfollmer@hotmail.com
*1/2 price January first through June thirtieth
SDCOS Newsletter

OPPOR
TUNIT
Y
OPPORTUNIT
TUNITY
TABLE NEEDS
HELP!

6:30 pm, Room 104
7:30 pm, Room 101

Camille See will be taking over the Opportunity
Table at our monthly meetings and will need people
to help on a monthly basis. It’s a great way to meet
the members and make friends. If you are
interested please call Camille at 619.934.7434 or
email her at Rubbacat@email.com.
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NET NUGGETS

ORCHID POTS & SUPPLIES

Ron Kaufmann
kaufmann@sandiego.edu

Nursery/decorative/clear
Highest quality plastic
Hangers, perlite, fertilizer
Low prices

OrchiData
www.elparaiso.org/orchidata/
What makes an orchid web site useful? Photos of
flowers? Information on scientific names, including
synonyms? Flowering times and hybridizing
information? Cultural suggestions?
This site has it all and more. Based in Venezuela, the
main focus of OrchiData is the Catasetinae, including
Catasetum, Clowesia, Cycnoches, and Mormodes. For
each of these genera, the site provides basic cultural
suggestions and an extensive list of species, including
synonyms. Species entries include references to the
original description, the section of the genus to which
the species belongs, brief habitat information, and, in
many cases, one or more photographs of the flowers.
The genealogy database is useful as well, with the ability
to search on either parents or offspring of many
Catasetinae hybrids and species. Other useful features
of this site include a searchable database of flowering
times for 1325 orchid species in 204 genera and a tool
that allows you to create your own day length chart for
any five degree latitude band between the equator and
55o north or south.

CALAVO GARDENS PALM PACIFICA ORCHIDS
ESTHER SIVILA
4044 CALAVO DRIVE
2220 WAILEA WAY
LA MESA
SAN DIEGO
619.660.9810
619.429.0789

You are invited to subscribe to...

California Garden
The perfect gift for a friend, relative, or neighbor.
1 year subscription
2 year subscription

$8
$15

Membership in the SD Floral Association: $10
San Diego Floral Association
619.232.5762

O.F.E. INTERNATIONAL, Inc.
Tree Fern Products, Graded Charcoal
New Zealand Sphagnum Moss
Osmunda, Sponge Rock
Redwood Chips, Orchid Fir Bark
Special Orchid Potting Mixes
Equipment
Most Popular Types Of Moss
Virgin Cork Slabs And Tubes
Insecticides And Fungicides

Vitamins And Hormones
Top Five Brands Of Fertilizer
Coconut Baskets And Coconut Liners
Plastic Pots And Trays
Sprayers, Garden Tools And
Clay Orchid Pots, Flasking Products
Wire Hangers, Wood Baskets
Wire Baskets, Wire Products

Orchid Books, Plastic Labels

OrchiData represents a valuable resource for all orchid
growers, especially those who are interested in learning
more about the Catasetinae.

SEND $2 FOR OUR FULL COLOR CATALOG AND PRICE LIST
(Deductible from your Order)
P.O. BOX 161081
MIAMI, FL 33116

GRANITE HILLS ORCHIDS
Tom Biggart, Owner and Head Grower
1894 Dehesa Road, El Cajon, CA 92019

Cochlioda rosea-Long sprays of lovely pink
one-inch flowers $20.00
Check out our website in
progress..www.granitehillsorchids.com
Greenhouse open by appointment only
Call 619.441.9874
SDCOS Newsletter

April 2004

Page 3

sales and donation.

Attention Societies and
their members:
By Cindy Payne
Please set this date aside and plan to participate in a very
exciting plant sale this spring May 23, 2004. Heirloom
Gardens will be hosting a spring plant sale and seminar
called Art and Design in the Garden on May 22nd and
23rd 2004. This event will be a two-day event with the
plant sale and society members participating on the second
day, May 23, 2004. We are asking societies and their
members to participate because we know the care and
quality involved in propagating plants from the people who
love them. Also it is an opportunity to raise money for
your own societies and, another worthy cause, The Children’s
Museum of Escondido.
There will be no booth fee for Societies and their members
who participate. All we ask is that 5% of sales be donated
to the Escondido Children’s Museum to help fund this
superbly creative children’s garden. The Children’s Garden
will be a wonderful place to teach the next generation the
love, importance, and community of gardening. The rest
of the money that each society makes will go solely to that
society and its members. Each society will handle all their

What better opportunity to do your part for the community
and the societies all in one exciting event! There is also an
opportunity for experts in the different societies to speak
on the topic they love and share their knowledge with the
public. We plan to have speakers throughout the day of
the sales event. So get ready because this should be one of
the most popular events of the season.
We are very excited and honored to host such an event and
hope to create a diverse group of plants and people to meet
the needs and wants of the community.
Please plan to participate and if you do so, let us here, at
Heirloom Gardens, know no later than February 6th 2004.
We can answer questions and fill you in on all the details
when you call in or email with your reservation for a spot
at this great event.
Contact information:
Cindy Payne
Heirloom Gardens
10149 Vista Montanoso, Escondido, CA 92026
760.807.6727 www.heirloomgarden.com
Email: gardengirl@heirloomgarden.com

WORLD-FAMOUS
San Diego Zoo


WANT SOMETHING
SPECIAL?

✏ DUAL MEMBERSHIP - $86
(Current Member Renewal Rate - $71)
✔ For two adults in the same household.
✔ A year of FREE UNLIMITED ADMISSION to both
the San Diego Zoo and Wild Animal Park.
✔ 2 FREE GUEST PASSES.
✔ 6 discount guest coupons good towards admission.
✔ A ONE YEAR SUBSCRIPTION TO ZOONOOZ
✔ FREE Zoo Skyfari.
✔ Monthly member specials.
✔ 4 two-for-one coupons for Zoo Bus Tour.

Phragmipediums - 4 different
clones in bud $35
Cymbidiums - one spike $15
2 spikes $20

✏ SINGLE MEMBERSHIP - $68

Miltonopsis in bud and bloom
$25

(Current Member Renewal Rate - $56)
✔ For one adult.
✔ All of the benefits described above for one adult.

Dendrobium nobile $25

Prices and benefits subject to change.

For more information, call 619.231.0251
or call toll free
877.3.MEMBER.
visit our website: www.sandiegozoo.org

PLEASE CALL FOR AN APPOINTMENT

760.728.7996

Your membership supports our plant and animal collections and
includes a monthly visit to our orchid collection on the third
Friday from 10am until 2pm
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It's time to start repotting your orchids!!!

Newpor
arbor
ewportt H
Harbor
Orchid Society

Tired of poor quality orchid bark?
Try

Maidenwell Diatomite

Mined from fresh water diatom deposits in Australia, heated
to 1400 degrees, then
uniformly graded in two ideal sizes —
medium for mature plants, fine for seedlings.

Mix Maidenwell Diatomite 50/50 with perlite. This
mix flows easily into the pot, settles firmly around
roots with little or no compaction needed. Will not
decompose, so roots stay healthy. Watering
frequency & fertilization are the same as with bark.

Maidenwell Diatomite is available in
1.5 cu ft bags medium/small $20.00 each.
at:

7th Annual
“OCEANS of ORCHIDS”
SHOW & PLANT SALE
Saturday, May 1 - Sunday May 2, 2004
SHOW HOURS:
Saturday 10 a.m.- 5p.m. and Sunday 10 a.m.- 5 p.m.
Admission: $3.00
Seniors and Students: $2.00
Costa Mesa Community Center
1845 Park Ave., Costa Mesa, CA, 92627
(located two blocks from the intersection of the 55
Freeway & 19th Street in Costa Mesa)

Sunset Valley Orchids
1255 Navel Place • Vista, CA 92083
Weekends or by appointment 760.639.6255
E-mail: fred.clarke@worldnet.att.net

~ANDY’S ORCHIDS~

Ontario
Orchids Inc.
www.ontarioorchids.com
ontarioorchids@sbcglobal.net
*Phalaenopsis
*Cattleya
*Paphiopedilum
* Cymbidium
*Oncidium Alliance
*Species & others.
Monday-Friday 8:30am-5:00pm
Saturday
9:00am-4:00pm
Tel: 760-631-0098

Fax: 760-631-0228

703 Pomelo Drive, Vista, CA
92081
SDCOS Newsletter

“The Species Specialist”
Beautifully mounted epiphites and potted terrestrials.
Many rare and exotic orchids. Blooming size,
established species are what we do best!
Our MAIL ORDER CATALOG features many new and
unusual species from around the world with descriptions
and cultural requirements, plus Andy’s orchid growing tips.
For your copy, call, write, fax, or e-mail us and we will
send our latest issue.

Your satisfaction is Guaranteed. We take pride in
our reputation for selling a well-established plant
and will replace it if you are not satisfied upon
receipt.
We are open by Appointment Only, so call in
advance and make yours. Thursdays and Fridays are
best for us, and sometimes Saturdays.

Andy Phillips
734 Oceanview Avenue, Encinitas, CA 92024
Phone 888.514.2639 - Fax 888.632.8991
e-mail: speciesnut@aol.com
web address: www.AndysOrchids.com
April 2004
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No kidding? But how ...

Orchid whiz kids
The Brothers Niemeier are true boy wonders in a highly
specialized world
Terri Finch Hamilton / The Grand Rapids Press
Copyright 2004 The Grand Rapids Press. All rights reserved.
Used with permission.
It's hard enough to figure out how to spell cattleya
percivaliana, but when five boys are all chattering at once
about it, it's nearly impossible.
Of course, they call it "cat," for short. You can do that,
when you know orchids as well as these guys do.
We're here at the home of the Niemeiers, where Jeffrey,
16; Nathan, 14; Matthew, 12; Jordan, 10; and Micah, 8,
are wild about orchids. They know everything about them.
It's sort of unnerving.
These boys grow 190 orchids in their Ada basement under
ordinary fluorescent shop lights they installed themselves.
They've coaxed every single one of them to bloom at some
point.
They toss off such names as rhizanthella gardneri and
grammatophyllum papuanum the way some kids say XBox and Britney.
You want to know some stuff about orchids? Here we go.
Try to keep up.
"This one, this cattleya maxima, it lives like 70 to 100 feet
high, up in trees, in the Amazon rain forest," says Matthew,
flipping to a page in the boys' beloved "Illustrated
Encyclopedia of Orchids."
Wow, that's really ...
"Orchids are so diverse," Jeffrey says. "There's one that
even blooms underground."
"Yeah, that's rhizanthella gardneri," Matthew says. "Beetles
pollinate it underground."

"Each orchid can have up to a million seeds," Jeffrey says,
"But only three seeds will grow to adulthood. Fungus
attacks it. It's why you don't see as many orchids as you do
lots of other plants.
"There are 57 species of orchids just in Michigan," Jeffrey
adds.
Really? Where do you ...
"Pine forests," Jordan says.
"There's this one that's so cool," Matthew says. "Cynoches
ventricosum. It shoots out pollen. You touch this little hair
and bang! Pollen shoots out. It's like a little eeny weeny
trigger."
"Certain species are named after the great explorers who
found them in the wild back in the Victorian era," Nathan
says.
"You know that vanilla you cook with? " Nathan asks.
"That comes from an orchid."
"Look at this one," Matthew says, pointing out the corybas
fimbriatus. "It's pollinated by slugs. That's so cool."
You get the idea.
"These boys are truly orchid experts," says Randy Heiss,
past president of the Grand Valley Orchid Society and
owner of Gentleman Farmer Orchids in Fremont.
"There are older people who never get to the point these
kids are. They're ... unique."
He chuckles as he recalls an orchid society meeting when
an expert on Michigan orchids presented a slide show.
Jeffrey, Nathan and Matthew were in the audience.
"Every time a slide came up, before the guy could tell what
the orchid was, all three of them reeled the name right

Need more room for the orchids?
I can help you find that perfect new home with extra
space for the greenhouse! A charitable donation
will be made to the SDCOS at the close of escrow
from members that use my service!
Car
ol Bostwic
k
Carol
Bostwick
Prudential California Realty
9555 Gr
ossmont Summit Dr
Grossmont
Dr..
La Mesa
619.337.3201
SDCOS Newsletter

BIRD ROCK TROPICALS
Hundreds of Orchids
Blooming Phals, Paphs and other orchids available everyday

Monday - Saturday ~ 9:00 am — 4:00 pm
Visit our website: www.birdrocktropicals.com
Directions: I-5 to Poinsettia Lane. Go east until it ends, then right onto
Black Rail Road. At the water tanks turn right onto un-named dirt road.
We are at the end of the dirt road.

760.438.9393
6587 Black Rail Road, Carlsbad, CA 92009
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off," Heiss says. "If they stick with this, they can rock and
shake the orchid world."

The boys scour nurseries for bargains. They say you often
can get a nonblooming orchid for half price.

This all started innocently enough, when Jeffrey, who got
a cactus and decided he liked it, went on a field trip to a
nursery with a science teacher. He was fascinated by the
orchids, stunning flowers all so different from each other.

They save their money for orchids.

Then a neighbor gave him her orchid plant. She couldn't
get it to bloom. Jeffrey did. He was hooked. His brothers
caught "orchiditis," too.
"I told them if they were going to start bringing plants
into the house, they were going to have to take care of
them," says the boys' mom, Cheri, who home-schools all
five of them and has a self- professed "brown thumb."
No problem. The boys water faithfully every three to five
days with a hose they rigged from a laundry sink. They
fertilize every two weeks with Schultz-Instant plant food
for orchids.

"The best plant for beginners is phalaenopsis," Jeffrey says.
"It's easy to grow. You can grow it in a windowsill. Just
care for it like you would any house plant."
"They're so intricate," Jeffrey says. "They're really unlike
any other flower."
"I like the beauty of 'em," Nathan says. "No other flowers
can compare."
You know, some people might consider this orchid
obsession a girlie thing.
Jeffrey shrugs.
"You have to follow your heart," he says.

They read in a book called "Orchids Simplified" that you
don't need to spend hundreds of dollars on grow-lights.
You can buy a mix of warm and cool fluorescent bulbs
that'll do the trick. They programmed theirs to go on at 8
a.m. and off at 9 p.m.

Only a handful of the orchids are blooming right now, but
they're stunners.

Some orchids like more shade, so the boys nestle them
strategically beneath the leaves of other plants.

They swarm the room, inspecting each others plants,
chatting, comparing. Nathan cradles one of the boys' two
pet iguanas, Bob Marley.

"I like the challenge," Jeffrey says. "Every orchid is different
in terms of its care, because they come from all sorts of
different places -- Asia, South America, the Philippines."

The boys show off a gorgeous pink and white phalaenopsis
and a yellow and peach phragmipedium Eric Young. The
pristine petals practically glow.

"He's an orchid eater, if we let him," he says.

The boys visit their basement orchid room daily to scout
for buds.

They're all geeked about the upcoming orchid show at
Frederik Meijer Gardens and Sculpture Park this weekend,
when thousands of orchid lovers will pack the place.

Micah, the youngest, loves his diplocaulobium glabrum,
even though he can't pronounce it.

They'll volunteer there all day Friday setting up. You'll find
them there Saturday and Sunday, too. Look for the crowd.

"It has really skinny petals, kind of yellowish white," he
says.

"At last year's show," Cheri says, "all the judges were gathered
around them, listening to them talk about orchids."

LEUCADIA ORCHIDS

SANTA BARBARA ORCHID ESTATE

760.436.3797

Specializing in outdoor-growing Species
Cymbidiums, hybrids, and species
Stop by and look over our extensive stock.
Always something New and Different!

Phals, Cattleyas, and Cymbidiums,
also Phal seedlings and flasks in all colors
Open every day — 9 am to 5 pm
You can come over anytime, BUT you must call first!

Open daily: Mon - Sat 8 to 4:30, Sun 11 - 4

1250 Orchid Dr., Santa Barbara, CA 93111

1.800.553.3387 ~ fax: 1.805.683.3405

Barbara & Ralph Smith, Owners

SDCOS Newsletter
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Letters to the
Conservation Committee
submitted by Peter Tobias
Hello, I hope that you are the person that this comment
should go to, If not please forward this to the appropriate
ones... I attended the Latin American Orchid Congress &
Conference in Quito, Ecuador, Known as the "Capital of
the Orchid World". Currently over 4000 orchids have been
scientifically classified & published. This number of species
from a country so small is amazing. This conference was
truly an educational experience with world renown speakers,
experts in the world of Orchids. One such speaker Lou
Jost gave an exceptional presentation on his work in
Ecuador. But first and foremost he thanked the San Diego
County Orchid Society for their contributions to Orchid
conservation. I will say that although I am not actively
involved with this Orchid society, I felt proud to be from
San Diego. THIS is what Orchid Societies should strive
for, "support for preserving, documentation, education and
Conservation of Orchids in the wild. PLEASE keep up
the good work---You are recognized by the world, for your
contributions to conservation projects.
Sincerely,
Janette Gerrity

Dear Mr. Pierwola,
I'm writing this email to you as President of the San Diego
County Orchid Society to applaud the work done by your
Conservation Committee. First, let me introduce myself.
I'm an avid orchid grower and have traveled several times
to Mexico and South America to see orchids in their natural
habitat and to witness the widespread loss of this habitat,
mainly as a result of forest clearing for both agricultural
and timber use. I'm currently President of the
Odontoglossum Alliance and serve on the Research
Committee of the AOS.
For a long time I've been upset by the lack of concern
about orchid conservation by the AOS. The AOS is a large
and well-funded group, but they have only spent a pittance
on conservation. Now the San Diego County Orchid
Society has shown them up. You have demonstrated that
even a small group, if they have focus and enthusiasm, can
make a big difference. I'm very impressed that SDCOS
has donated over $90,000 to fund a variety of ambitious
projects that are actually making a difference. I hope that
your society's efforts will serve as a model for other local
societies. I thank you for setting such a wonderful example.
Sincerely,
Steven Beckendorf

Casa de las Qrquideas
Loren and Nancy Batchman
Southern California’s leading source for Cymbidium and
Zygopetalums seedlings. Over 30,000 plants in stock from 3"
pots to blooming size. Our complete list of seedlings and flasks
is on the web at www.orquideas.com

Open by appointment only!
170 South Nardo Avenue
Solana Beach, CA 92075
Phone and Fax 858.755.7572
E-mail: casa@orquideas.com

WALTER ANDERSEN NURSERY
3642 Enterprise, San Diego

ORPHEUS AVE

(Near Pacific Hwy
& Barnett)
Since 1928 - A San Diego Tradition of Excellence
SELECT FROM MANY FLOWERING ORCHIDS ON DISPLAY
ALL THE SUPPLIES YOU NEED FOR GROWING ARE HANDY
Free Garden Classes 9:00 am every Saturday
12755 Danielson Court, Poway

5
LEUCADIA BLVD

1122 Orpheus Ave
Leucadia, CA 92024

SDCOS Newsletter
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Cymbidium
sym-BID-ee-um

O

n the West Coast of the United States, and in other cool-summer
areas that receive no severe frosts, cymbidiums are among the most
popular of spring-flowering orchids and are often grown as garden plants.
Their striking sprays of long-lasting blooms provide ideal home or patio
decoration, and are often used as cut flowers. There are both standard
(large-flowered) and miniature (smaller-flowered) types grown. The
miniature types, often known as“ novelties,” are more heat-tolerant, but
neither type is particularly good in warm summer areas; nor are cymbidiums of any kind successful as houseplants. Cymbidiums are terrestrial
plants in nature and require a moisture-retentive but well-drained mix. Fir
bark is most commonly used, though more and more growers are switching to artificial or inorganic mixes as quality fir bark becomes less available.
HUMIDITY

LIGHT

Cymbidiums need 50 to 60 percent.
In the home, while in bloom, place
on trays of moistened pebbles. In
PROVIDE Very bright light, up to 80
percent of full sun in coastally mod- greenhouse, use a humidifier if
erated areas. Leaves should be natu- conditions are too dry.
rally erect and of a medium olive- F E R T I L I Z E R
green color. Dark green, limp foliage Must be provided on a regular basis
because most potting media have little.
indicates too little light.
Sufficient light is important for healthy
growth and flower production.

T E M P E R AT U R E

Mature plants need night temperatures in the low 60s or high 50s in late
summer to initiate flower spikes.
PROVIDE Nights of 55 to 60 F, though
temperatures into the 30s are tolerated;
days of 70 to 85 F. Cymbidiums can tolerate temperatures up to 95 to 100 F if
shading, humidity and air circulation are
increased.

The exact fertilizer you use will
depend on the mix in which your
plant is growing. A good general
rule is to apply a balanced (10-10-10,
12-12-12 or similar ratio) fertilizer
“ weakly, weekly.” That is, fertilize
every week at one quarter to one
half of the recommended dilution.
POTTING

The American Orchid Society is the
world’s leading provider of information
about and related to orchids. We invite
you to join us and learn about the world’s
most fascinating flowers and plants. Your
membership entitles you to our monthly
award-winning magazineOrchids, a free
copy of our cultural guide Your First
Orchid and the AOS Orchid Source
Directory, a 10 percent discount on

items purchased through The AOS
BookShop and Orchid Emporium,
and free admission to the International
Orchid Center in Delray Beach, Florida.
American Orchid Society
16700 AOS Lane
Delray Beach, Florida 33446-4351
Tel 561-404-2000 Fax 561-404-2100
E-mail TheAOS@aos.org
Web site orchidweb.org

Illustrations by Marion Sheehan

Mature plants must never dry out between waterings.

Best done every two to three years in
spring immediately after flowering to
allow maximum time to reestablish
before next flowering season.

W AT E R

01.3
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Get out your digital cameras!
by YOU, the SDCOS members!
I have to admit, these do not look as good when you see
them printed in black in white. You should see these in
color, you'll be envious!
But how do you get to see them in color?
By signing up for the yearly membership, you have the
option to receive the newsletter via e-mail. This will save
the SDCOS printing charges whereas the money could be
better spent on research and conservation. After all, wouldn't
you rather see them in color?

Phal. New Glad X DTPS. Dalin Beauty

Al & Kathy Yost

Phal. Kaleidoscope
Dtps. No Complaints X No Wonder

Phal. Arten Nasu X Phal. Taisuco Crane
Phal. Musashino X Phal. Golden Peoker 'BL'
SDCOS Newsletter
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Ginger and Mel Ochs

Carolyn LaBelle

Cymbidium 'Showgirl'

Paph. Darth Vader

Miltoncidium Hawaiian Sunset 'Hot # 8'
Blc Ranger Six

Bulbo Dearie
SDCOS Newsletter
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Epidendrum Star Valley 'Lady'
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Linda M. Gardner

Wade Bogren

Cymbidiums (above and below) after suffering a hail
storm. Yes! Here in Southern California!

Laelia anceps

Paphiopedilum Elegy X
Winston Churchill 'Ind' FCC/AOS

Michael Orser
Phal. Cassandra x
Phal. (Carmela's
Pixie x Fantastic
Stripe)

Paphiopedilum Rosalio Bobadilla
SDCOS Newsletter

Yellow Cymbidium
(opposite page)
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to-date technology in floricultural science and technology.
It will also allow several hundred botanists, orchid experts
and professionals, from all over the world, an unique
opportunity to meet and talk about their favourite topic.
Seminars and workshops will be held during the event,
and a large compendium of articles and notes will be
published. For more detailed information about all these
events, do consult : http://www.woc2005.org/
The Conference will be set in a high-tech exhibition hall,
full of thousands of exceptional specimen of orchids, with
professional growers and aficionados participating in worldclass contests.
A panel of distinguished International Judges will select
for recognition the most outstanding specimens from a
wide and varied series of plants and arrangements.
The WOC has also arranged for dealing with all legal and
phytosanitary procedures with French authorities; and
administrative red tape will be kept to a minimum, allowing
thousands of plant displays from all over the world to be
presented in the most alluring manner.
The joint exhibition is expected to attract over 250,000
visitors, each one of whom has a specific interest in
floriculture, orchids and orchid-based products.

CONTINENT
AL AGENCY
CONTINENTAL
!
!
!

In Dijon, March 2005
submitted by Richard Clark

Licensed Customhouse Broker
Door to Door Service
Just 5 minutes from LAX

In slightly more than a year, in the historical city of Dijon,
near Paris and a short drive from Lyon or Geneva, will be
held the 18th World Orchid Conference. After the
international success of the 17th WOC, in Malaysia, the
World Orchid Conference has selected this magnificent city,
a well-known centre of gastronomy and wine-growing in
the heart of the Burgundy region.

We provide prompt, reliable and experienced Import
personnel to assist you in bringing in orchids from
anywhere in the world.

Placed under the official patronage of the President of the
French Republic, Jacques Chirac, this high-profile technical
and commercial symposium will be a major event in the
world of orchid floriculture, scientific research and trade.

Speed up transit time for perishable orchids, cut down on your
costs. And make it easier for YOU.

The Conference, for the first time in the history of the
WOC, will be held jointly with another major International
floricultural event, FLORISSIMO®.

Located in the SAME BUILDING COMPLEX as the U.S.
Department of Agriculture, we can closely track your shipment
through CITES and Phytosanitary inspection process.

Ask for Ted or Monica. We have many happy San Diego
customers. Ask us for references!

Pairing these two international events, amongst the largest
and most prestigious floricultural shows in the world, will
offer to a large public of passionate orchidophiles a dazzling
display of the finest botanical specimens and the most upSDCOS Newsletter
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9470 SOUTH LA CIENEGA BLVD., INGLEWOOD, CA 90301

Phone: 310.649.5430 Fax: 310.649.5436
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SDCOS Board of
Directors Meeting
Submitted by Lynn Dornfeld
March 9, 2004
Called to order at 8:04PM
Present: Gary Pierwola, Ivan Harrison, Lynn Ford, Barbie
Mays, Lynn Dornfeld, Charlie Fouquette, Genie
Hammond, Sam De Maria, Bob Clark.
Others Present: Ro Harrison, Genie Hammond, Joe and
Rose Alesi, Dave Mays, Peter Tobias, Dave Brown, Candy
Kalman, Tess Taylor, Judy Pierwola.
Reports
1. Minutes of the February meeting were read, revised, and
approved by motion.
2. Treasurer Barbie Mays-Report for February was read,
discussed and approved by motion.
3. First Vice President Ivan Harrison-Guest speaker for
April- Dr. Harold Koopowitz. He will provide plants for
opportunity table. TOPIC: Ecuadorian and Peruvian
Phragmapediums
4. Second Vice President Lynn Ford-Guest speaker will be
Charlie Fouquette. TOPIC: Phalaenopsis
Old Business
1. Candy reported on Home and Garden show at Del Mar
Fairgrounds March 6-7, 2004. Volunteers sold plants,
talked about SDCOS’s upcoming March show and
memberships. Sales made about $600.
2. Charlie talked about SD Horticultural Society meeting
re: orchid growers attendance at meetings. If a plant is grown
outside, Horticultural Society has interest in it! Encouraged
orchid growers to come to meeting to promote orchids.
3. AOS Conservation award will be framed in time for
display at March show.
4. Gary still investigating software. Tess and Genie tried
but were unable to get any software deals.
5. Bob showed new SDCOS membership flyer. Chula
Vista Printers may be best cost for printing. More pricing
to follow but for now info. on color is as follows:
2000@$1300.00
5000@$2027.00
Ivan, Gary, Bob will shop for best prices. We will have
some new flyers on colored paper with black ink for
upcoming show. Candy is able to print these for $5.00 for
ream of paper and .03 per copy if necessary. Gary will check
C.V. Printers price. Re: membership costs-discussion on
changing by-laws to incorporate one annual membership
price only and no half year price. Pricing will run on 12
month pricing schedule. Gary will talk to Paul Tuskes
regarding by-laws change.
New Business
1. Sam brought up Awards Banquet with Ranch Catering
SDCOS Newsletter

providing food for 5/4/04. Will set up service for about
225 attendees. It will need to be designated SDCOS
members only in the newsletter to avoid too many
attendees. Leftover tickets will be distributed to those who
want to bring guests only after all SDCOS members
wishing to attend get their tickets.
2. Harry Phillips’ talk at Feb. general meeting was well
received.
3. Gary stated he and Genie H. got letters from a
disgruntled vendor unhappy with how SDCOS was
handling show plans. It was discussed and this vendor’s
display and sales floor space requests have been rescinded.
They will now be given to Evergreen Agritech (display)
and to US Orchids Supplies, Inc. (sales). An official letter
will be sent to the vendor with a refund for entry fees to
the show for display and sales space.
NO FURTHER DISCUSSIONS
Meeting adjourned at 8:32PM

DO YOU HAVE AN EMAIL ADDRESS?
ARE YOU STILL RECEIVING THE
NEWSLETTER IN YOUR (SNAIL) MAIL?
If so, please contact the newsletter editor
Michael Orser at editor@sdorchids.com
so that your subscription can be changed
to be received e-mail
The advantages are:
(1) You will receive the newsletter earlier
(the newsletter posts on the website
when it goes to the printer)
(2) You will be able to see articles and photos in color
(3) You will be saving the Society
the cost of printing, collating, and mailing
(4) You get hyperlinks like in a webpage. You know - the
items in blue that you click to visit another web site, or
easy access to email addresses.
(5) It comes in color!
(6) The SDCOS Newsletter was voted fourth best
orchid newsletter in 2003 by the AOS
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HELP HOTLINE
The SDCOS offers this service to members who seek
cultural information about their orchids. Here are some
friendly hobbyists with a great deal of experience about
certain types of orchids, and who have kindly volunteered
to answer your questions
Cattleyas, Oncidium/Odonts, Vandaceous,
Greenhouse grown, West SD County
Forrest Robinson - 858.270.6105

DATES TO REMEMBER...
April 3rd, 9:00 am
SDCOS Species Group Meeting
First Saturday each month
Paul or Ann Tuskes 858.274.5829
April 5th, 7:00 pm
Quail Botanical Gardens Judging Center
First Monday each month Encinitas. Bring plants in!
Make those judges work!
April 6th, 6:30 pm
Beginner's Class/Novice Meeting
First Tuesday each month
Room 104, Casa del Prado, Balboa Park
Lynn Ford 619.283.4172

Species, all types, Indoor and Outdoor
Ann & Paul Tuskes - 858.274.5829
Paphiopedilums
Ann Tuskes - 858.274.5829
Bob Hodges - 619.461.4915

April 6th, 7:30 pm
General Meeting
First Tuesday each month
Room 101, Casa del Prado, Balboa Park
Gary Pierwola 619.426.9108

Phalaenopsis, Cattleyas, and Dendrobiums
Bob Swanson - 619.465.2297
Vandas, Ascocendas
Edith and Leno Galvan - 619.441.7503

April 13th, 7:00 pm
SDCOS Board Meeting
Second Tuesday each month
Balboa Park
Lynn Dornfeld

Encyclias, Epidendrums, Laelias
Tom Osborn - 760.787.0282
Pleurothallids
Don van Kekerix - 619.224.4938

April 16th, 10 am - 2 pm
San Diego Zoo
Orchid Greenhouses Open House
Third Friday each month
Janette Gerrity 619.231.1515 ext. 4306

Cymbidiums
Loren Batchman - casa@orquideas.com
Sam DeMaria - 619.295.2951

April 16th, 6:45 pm
Palomar Orchid Society Meeting
Third Friday each month
The Carlsbad Women's Club
Wayne Preston, 760.727.7255

Northeast County, all types
Dave Reid - 760.728.7996
San Diego West County, all types
Jean Beck - 619.435.8211

April 17th, 2004
Hybrid Orchid Group
Growing Telipogons
Applied Physics & Mathematics Bldg. UCSD
Info: 858.452.0976

San Diego Central, Outdoor, all types
Jim Wright - 619.276.5295
Fred Tomaschke - 619.276.3235

April 21st
Culture class begins at 6:30 pm
General Meeting at 7:00 pm
Cymbidium Society Meeting
Third Wednesday each month
Carlsbad Women’s Club
Info: 760.451.1472

San Diego East County, all types
James Masst - 619.443.2800
Bud Close - 619.444.8839
South County all types
Genie Hammond - 619.426.6831
Ed Marty - 619.470.7175
SDCOS Newsletter
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Vice President’s Report
By Ivan Harrison
My special thanks go to our editor, Michael Orser, for holding the space for this report. Things have been a little
hectic lately making all the final arrangements for our show. By the time most of you read this, the show will be
over and we will know if we were successful.
When Genie Hammond and I were asked to produce the show, we knew it would be a challenge. We have
changed many things - from advertising to show layout. We have updated the forms, applications, contracts and
plant categories to make it easier for future show committees to handle. A society’s annual show is basically the
only time a society can replenish the bank account to pay for the running expenses. We have done our best to cut
expenses, while trying to improve all aspects of the show to a standard we could all be proud of. The show opens
in a few days, so fingers are crossed. I hope it is a great show and I want to thank all of those special people who
have given us support when we needed it. Remember, in the great scheme of things, it’s the society that counts,
not the individuals!

Membership Chairman - Vivian Follmer
San Diego County Orchid Society
13127 Roundup
San Diego, CA 92129
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