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Volume 96 Purpose:   To promote interest in orchids and their 

cultivation, to educate by exchanging information and 

experiences related to successful orchid culture, and to 

support the conservation of orchids in the wild. 

NOVICE MEETING: 
Potting Media and General Watering 

David Brown will be the speaker for 
January’s Novice meeting and he will be 
discussing orchid basics. “Basic” things to 
know about growing orchids include the 
realms of watering, temperature, lighting, 

air movement, humidity, fertilization, and 
potting and mounting,  so come prepared 
for an information-packed meeting! Perhaps 
David will share with you his secrets for gor-
geous outdoor Cattleya blooms! 

The speaker at our January meeting will 
be Helmut Röhrl.  For those of you who 
have not met Helmut, he was a professor 
of Mathematics at UCSD for many years, 
as well as one of the world’s foremost hy-
bridizers of orchids.  His particular ex-
pertise is in the Oncidium/
Odontoglossum alliance, a group in 
which he has registered more than 260 
hybrids!  His topic will be the Oncidium 
alliance, with a focus on hybridizing in 
this very colorful and diverse group. 

Helmut’s first encounters with orchids 
occurred during his childhood on numer-
ous day-long hikes in the Bavarian 
mountains, where he found various spe-
cies of Cypripedium, Dactylorhiza, Or-
chis, and Ophrys. In the late 1960s, he 
started to grow, with mixed results and 
insufficient advice, his first orchid hy-
brids. His hybridizing efforts with the 
Oncidiinae began around 1980 under the 
tutelage of the late Robert Dugger of So-

lana Beach.  A few years after that, his hy-
bridizing program expanded to Laeliinae 
and, after his retirement from UCSD, to 
Pleurothallidinae and Zygopetalinae. Re-
cently, he has become interested in Bulbo-
phyllums, multifloral Paphiopedilums and 
Phragmipediums. The main goals of his hy-
bridizing endeavors are to create plants that 
grow vigorously in a broad range of inter-
mediate temperatures and produce long 
lasting, colorful and crisply patterned flow-
ers well presented on floriferous and 
branched spikes. 

Currently, he is a certified (probationary) 
AOS judge. He has been on the editorial 
board of the Orchid Digest for several years 
and currently is on the editorial board of the 
Cymbidium Society of America and the 
Publication Committee of the AOS.  He has 
written a number of articles in several or-
chid journals and has also  published six 
manuals on several orchid tribes/subtribes 
for serious hobbyists and AOS judges. 

January 2, 6:30 PM–Casa Del Prado—Room 104 
By Christopher Croom 

GENERAL MEETING: 
Helmut Röhrl 

January 2, 7:30 PM–Casa Del Prado—Room 101 
By Ron Kaufmann, 1st Vice President 
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Newsletter Entries 
If you have monthly meetings, classifieds, submis-
sions of interest, photos, or announcements related 
to orchids, please contact Christopher Croom at  
(619) 583-3804 or batescroom@cox.net.    
 
 

Advertisers 
Please contact Lynn Ford at (619) 283-4172 or  
lynnford10@earthlink.net. 
 

Information for the February newsletter must be 
submitted by January 15th.   

Meetings 
San Diego Orchid Society meetings are held the first 
Tuesday of each month at the Casa Del Prado in Bal-
boa Park.   
Novice Class:  6:30 p.m., Room 104 
General Meeting: 7:30 p.m., Room 101  
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SDCOS Historian Needed! 

Are you looking for an opportunity to volun-
teer for your favorite botanical organization? 
After Ben Hardy’s unfortunate passing, the 
SDCOS is in need of a new Historian to keep a 
very basic record of what we do every year.  
Please call Genie Hammond at 619-426-6831 if 
you are interested in becoming the new Histo-
rian. 

Back Issues—AOS Bulletin 
 

Back issues of the AOS Bulletin have  
been donated to benefit the  

Conservation Committee budget.  
 

 

Please check with Peter Tobias  
tobias@scripps.edu or www.sdorchids.com 
 for pricing and to see what is available. 

 

CALAVO GARDENS 
Orchid Pots and Supplies 

Specializing in the needs of the orchid grower  

Local Supplier – save shipping charges 

Apex 14-14-14Slow Release Fertilizer 
50# and 10# 

 

4044 Calavo Drive, La Mesa 
619-660-9810   bmach16814@aol.com 



 

 

January 1, 7:00 p.m. 
Quail Botanical Gardens Judging Center  
First Monday of the month 
 
January 2, 6:30 p.m. 
SDCOS Novice Meeting 
First Tuesday of the month  
Casa Del Prado, Balboa Park, Room 104 
 
January 2, 7:30 p.m. 
SDCOS General Meeting  
First Tuesday of the month  
Casa Del Prado, Balboa Park, Room 101 
 
January 6, 9 a.m. 
SDCOS Species Group Meeting 
First Saturday of the month 
Paul or Ann Tuskes (858) 274-5829 
 
January 3 
Palomar Orchid Society Meeting 
Culture class at 6:30. Meeting at 7:30 p.m. 
Guest Speaker: Christopher Croom 
First Wednesday of the month 
The Carlsbad Women’s Club 
3320 Monroe Street, Carlsbad 
Melana Walding (760) 295-7228 
 
January 8, 7:00 p.m. 
SDCOS Board Meeting 
Second Monday of the month 
Balboa Park 
Pam Peters (858) 481-9020 
 
January 19 
San Diego Zoo's Orchid Odyssey  
Third Friday of the month 
(orchid greenhouse is open) 
Janette Gerrity (619) 231-1515 ext. 4306 
 
January 17 
Cymbidium Society Meeting 
Regular meeting, third Wednesday of the month  
Culture class at 6:30, Meeting at 7:00 p.m. 
The Carlsbad Women's Club 
3320 Monroe Street, Carlsbad (858) 748-8355 
 
 

Orchid Dates to Remember 

January 2007 www.sdorchids.com 
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WOW!! 
20% OFF!! 

 
Help us reduce our inventory 
to make room for new varieties. 

 
Great Catts in bud and bloom 

for the New Year! 
 

Sherrybaby in bud 
and beautiful plants. 

 

    PLEASE CALL FOR AN 
APPOINTMENT 
760-728-7996 

 

DAVE REID’S  

ORCHIDS 

 
January 27-28 
Santa Cruz Orchid Society Show 
401 Old San Jose Rd., Soquel, CA 
Bridget Binko (831) 338-4220 
 
February 9-11 
Fascination of Orchids International 
Show and Sale 
February 9-11 
Orange County Fair and Expo Center 
http://ocorchidshow.com 
 
February 16-18 
San Francisco Orchid Society 
Pacific Orchid Exposition 
Fort Mason Center, San Francisco 
Dennis Westler (510) 339-8626 
 
March 23-25, 2007  
SDCOS 61st Annual Show 
“Orchids: Varied Treasures” 
Scottish Rite Center, San Diego 
 
If you have any announcements that you would 
like included in the “Dates to Remember” sec-
tion of the newsletter, please e-mail  
batescroom@cox.net 
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You are invited to subscribe to… 
California Garden 

 
The perfect gift for a friend, relative or neighbor. 

1 year subscription: $12 
2 year subscription: $20 

 
Membership in the SAN DIEGO  

Floral Association: $15 
 

(619) 232-5762  ▪  www.sdfloral.org    

 

Volunteer Library  
Assistant Needed! 

 
A library assistant is needed to aid 
with SDCOS library acquisitions 
(entering books into the library)  

before the meetings.  
 

If you are free right before each novice and 
general meeting and want to help out with 

the SDCOS library,  
call Genie Hammond at  

(619) 426-6831! 

Fascination of Orchids International 
Show & Sale 

One of the largest orchid shows in the country, 
the 27th Annual Fascination of Orchids Interna-
tional Show & Sale, will be coming to the Orange 
County Fair & Expo Center in Costa Mesa 
(ocfair.com) on February 9, 10 & 11, 2007.  Show 
hours are from 10AM to 6PM.  In addition to fre-
quent orchid lectures and hands on workshops, 
there will be over 100 orchid: flower, art and pho-
tographic exhibits and thousands of orchids avail-
able for purchase from scores of  growers from 
around the world.  Admission is only $4 and gen-
eral parking is free.  Fascination of Orchids, a non 
profit organization, sponsors the Show with sup-
port from numerous Southland orchid socie-
ties.  Proceeds from the Show are used to support 
educational programs at a variety of organiza-
tions.  More information can be obtained at 
ocorchidshow.com or by calling (949) 293 3095. 

Attention all SDCOS members: 

We need artwork ideas  

for posters and t-shirts  

for the 61st annual show,  

“Orchids: Varied Treasures”!  

 
E-mail suggestions to batescroom@cox.net 

Maxillaria 

schunkeana, a 
black orchid from 
Brazil, is discussed 
in the article on pg. 
8-9 of this Newslet-
ter.  This excellent 
photo was taken by 
Dalton Holland 
Baptista. 

Casa de Las Orquideas 

Loren and Nancy Batchman 

Southern California’s leading source for Cymbidium and 
Zygopetalum seedlings. Over 30,000 plants in stock from 3” 
pots to blooming size. Our complete list of seedlings and 

flasks is on the web at www.orquideas.com. 

Open by appointment only!                                                                
170 South Nardo Avenue                                                               
Solana Beach, CA  92075                                                      

Phone and Fax: (858) 755-7572                                                



 

 

The SDCOS offers this service to members who 
seek cultural information about their orchids. 
Here are some friendly hobbyists with a great 
deal of experience about certain types of orchids, 
and they have kindly volunteered to answer your 
questions. 
 
Cattleyas, Oncidium/Odonts, Vandaceous 
Greenhouse grown, West SD County 
Forrest Robinson (858) 270-6105 
 
Species, all types 
Indoor and outdoor 
Ann & Paul Tuskes (858) 274-5829 
 
Paphiopedilums 
Ann Tuskes (858) 274-5829 
 
Phalaenopsis, Cattleyas, Dendrobiums 
Bob Swanson (619) 465-2297 
 
Vandas, Ascocendas 
Edith and Leno Galvan (619) 441-7503 
 
Encyclias, Epidendrums, Laelias 
Christopher Croom (619) 583-3804 
 
Pleurothallids 
Christopher Croom (619) 583-3804 
 
Cymbidiums 
Loren Batchman— casa@orquideas.com 
Sam DeMaria (619) 295-2951 
 
Northeast County, all types 
Dave Reid (7 60) 728-7996 
 
San Diego Central 
Outdoor, all types 
Jim Wright (619) 276-5295 
Fred Tomaschke (619) 276-3235 
 
San Diego East County, all types 

Help Hotline 
January 2007 www.sdorchids.com 

Bud Close (619) 444-8839 
 
South County, all types 
Genie Hammond (619) 426-6831 
Ed Marty (619) 470-7175 

~ANDY’S ORCHIDS~ 
“The Species Specialist”  

 
Beautifully mounted epiphytes and potted terrestri-
als. Many rare and exotic orchids. Blooming size, 
established species are what we do best! 
 
Our MAIL ORDER CATALOG features many new 
and unusual species from around the world with de-
scriptions and cultural requirements, plus Andy’s 
orchid growing tips. For your copy, call write, fax or 
email us and we will send our latest issue. 
 
Your satisfaction is Guaranteed. We take pride in 
our reputation for selling a well-established plant 
and will replace it if you are not satisfied upon 
receipt.  
 

We are open by Appointment Only,  
so call in advance and make yours! 

 
Andy Phillips 

 
734 Oceanview Ave., Encinitas, CA 92024 
Phone 888-514-2639  Fax 888-632-8991 
Email: speciesnut@AndysOrchids.com 
Web address: www.AndysOrchids.com 
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Receive your    
SDCOS Newsletter                                                 

by  E-Mail! 
 

Contact Bob Clark at 
bob1clark@san.rr.com 

Open by appointment only!                                                                
170 South Nardo Avenue                                                               
Solana Beach, CA  92075                                                      

7572                                                
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Orchid Growers  
Want to upgrade the quality of 

your potting mix? 
 

There is a solution—Maidenwell Diatomite.  
Mined from fresh water diatom deposits in  
Australia, heated to 1400 degrees, and  
uniformly graded. Maidenwell Diatomite is  

ideally sized for your orchids. Fantastic results 
have been had by mixing 2 parts diatomite  

and 1 part bark or coconut chunks. 
$22.00 per bag and available in three sizes; 

small, medium and large. 
 

Are you using De-ionized or  
Reverse Osmosis water? 

Try my custom fertilizer blend—it is specifically  
designed for pure water. 

 
Sunset Valley Orchids 

Fred Clarke 
1255 Navel Place, Vista, CA  92081 

760-639-6255 
Fred.clarke@worldnet.att.net 

 

Granite Hills Orchids 
Tom Biggart  619.441.9874 

1894 Dehesa Road,  
El Cajon, CA  92019 

 

FOR SALE 

MANY DIFFERENT MATURE  

VARIETIES OF 

DENDROBIUM SPECIOSUM 

PRICES RANGE FROM  

$90 ON UP 

CALL FOR AN APPOINTMENT 

Membership 
We invite you to join the San Diego County Or-
chid Society! With your membership you will 
receive the newsletter and many other benefits, 
including a holiday party and a free orchid at 
the end of the year! 

To join, please send your check for $15 for an 
individual membership or $20 for a dual mem-
bership, payable to SDCOS , to: 

San Diego County Orchid Society 

P.O. Box 161020 

San Diego, CA  92176 

For further details, e-mail Bob Clark at 
bob1clark@san.rr.com. 

At the December 4 AOS Judging session at 
Quail Gardens, Dendrobium Tommy Morioka, 
grown by Joe and Rose Alesi, was awarded an 
HCC 78 points.  There were 42 large (5.0 cm) 
flowers with pure white sepals and petals and 
a bright royal purple lip.  The canes were 82 
cm tall.   

AOS Judging 

PLEASE REMEMBER 

No animals (except service dogs) 
are allowed in the meeting 
rooms for the San Diego Orchid 
Society.  Breaking this rule could 

result in the Balboa Park Association banning 
the SDCOS from using Balboa Park as a meet-
ing place.  
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WORLD-FAMOUS 
San Diego Zoo 

✏ DUAL MEMBERSHIP - $86 

(Current Member Renewal Rate - $71) 

✔ For two adults in the same household. 

✔ A year of FREE UNLIMITED ADMISSION to both 

    the San Diego Zoo and Wild Animal Park. 

✔ 2 FREE GUEST PASSES. 

✔ 6 discount guest coupons good towards admission. 

✔ A ONE YEAR SUBSCRIPTION TO ZOONOOZ 

✔ FREE Zoo Skyfari. 

✔ Monthly member specials. 

✔ 4 two-for-one coupons for Zoo Bus Tour. 

✏ SINGLE MEMBERSHIP - $68 

(Current Member Renewal Rate - $56) 

✔ For one adult. 

✔ All of the benefits described above for one adult. 
 

Prices and benefits subject to change. 
For more information, call 619.231.0251 

or call toll free 877.3.MEMBER. 

visit our website: www.sandiegozoo.org 

Your membership supports our plant and animal collections 

and includes a monthly visit to our Orchid Odyssey on the 

third Friday of each month from 10am until 2pm. 

Cal Pacific  
Orchid Farm 
1000’s of blooming orchids in our 

36,000 square foot greenhouse 
 

Brassia  •  Encyclia  • Cattleya  •  Miltonia 

Colmanara  •  Mokara  •  Phalaenopsis 

Cymbidium  •  Oncidium • Vanda 

Dendrobium  •  Paphiopedilum  •  Degarmora 

Species  •  Mounted Plants  •  And More 
 

The Southland’s Largest Showroom 

Open to the Public 
 

 

 

We Also Offer: 

Custom Arrangements 

Room & Board Program 

FedEx Shipping Nationwide 
 

Hours: 8 a.m.— 4 p.m. M-F 

9 a.m.— 4 p.m. Sat 

(760) 436-0317 
1122 Orpheus Ave 

Leucadia, CA  92024 

ORCHID 
SUPPLIES! 

WOOD & WIRE BASKETS  �  FIR BARK 

FERTILIZER  �  TREE FERN PRODUCTS  

CORK BARK  �  NZ SPHAGNUM MOSS  

HUMIDITY TRAYS �  CLEAR PLASTIC POTS  

POTTING MIXES �  FERTILIZER INJECTORS  

AND SO MUCH MORE!! 
WWW.ORCHID-SUPPLIES.COM 

WE ARE THE WEST COAST’S LARGEST 

DISTRIBUTOR OF ORCHID SUPPLIES—
WHOLESALE INQUIRIES WELCOME! 

Or contact us at  

CALWEST TROPICAL SUPPLY  

11614 Sterling Ave., Riverside, CA 92503  

For a free catalog call us at  

800-301-9009 or 951-351-1880 

FANTASTIC !! 

Orchid Book Collection for Sale !! 

Books on Masdevallias, Dendrobiums, 
Oncidiums, Phalaenopsis, Odonts, On-
cidiums, Orchids of Africa, of Papua 
New Guinea, and many, many more. 

The majority are in EXCELLENT con-
dition and prices are LOW!! 

For a detailed list, contact Greg or 
Marcie at (619) 667-9305,  

Or via e-mail at gjh22@cox.net 
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When I first began to grow orchids, it took me 
a while to get a handle on the various color 
forms that seemed to exist.  While I still can’t 
claim to understand the dizzying array of 
named forms of Laelia purpurata or Cattleya 
labiata, one common color form that I quickly 
learned to recognize was the so-called 
“coerulea,” or blue color.  Coerulea flowers oc-
cur when a plant that normally produces pink 
or purple flowers fails to produce red pigment, 
usually as a result of a genetic mutation.  Pink 
and purple flowers generally get their color 
from a combination of two types of pigments, 
one red and one blue, and the absence of red 
pigment leads to a flower that looks blue.  Co-
erulea types are especially common among 
species of Laelia and Cattleya, and some peo-
ple are particularly fond of blue Cattleyas.  
One of the most avid growers of coerulea Cat-
tleyas is Ervin Granier, who tends his beauti-
ful blue bloomers (the flowers, not the linge-
rie) in southern Louisiana.  Mr. Granier has 
received nearly 100 AOS awards for his plants, 
many of which are pictured on his predomi-
nantly blue web page.  Among the many 
awards are a number for exceptional culture, 
including Cattleya interemedia coerulea 
‘Gran Blue’ AM/CCM/AOS.  However, the 
plant that impresses me the most is Encyclia 
alata ‘Granier’s Gran Sun’ AM/CCE/AOS, a 
non-blue species. But if you like blue Cat-
tleyas, definitely give Grainer’s website a try. 

Net Nuggets 
 
By Ron Kaufmann 
kaufmann@sandiego.edu 

 
Coerulea (Blue) Cattleyas 
home.att.net/~egranier/ 

Maxillaria schunkeana: 
The Black-Flowered       

Maxillaria 
By Christopher Croom 

Found in Brazil, this exceptionally rare and 
beautiful orchid species happens to be fairly 
easy to grow, despite its unusual, “botanical-
type” appearance. Maxillaria schunkeana oc-
curs at nearly all elevations in the Brazilian At-
lantic Rainforest (an area that the SDCOS has 
recently helped to protect parts of), which 
makes it easy to grow in warm or cool condi-
tions and even outside in frost-free areas of San 
Diego County. 

While its blooms aren’t completely black, as no 
orchid flowers are really black (like tar, piano 
keys, or the little black dress), they resemble the 
blackest of black cherry skins; a pleasing deep 
and dark maroon. Without light coming 
through its sepals and petals, though, this dusky 
flower comes closer to “black” than Fredclark-
ara After Dark even does. Also, since this plant 
is a species and has not been specifically bred 
for blackness, the natural occurrence of these 
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flowers is even more impressive. Moreover, 
if you think of black as a nondescript color, 
rather than one of the “unicorns of the or-
chid world” (see http://www.orchids.org/
culture/black_orchids.html), remember that 
pollinating insects see orchids in ways that 
are completely different from the way we see 
them (see next month’s article).  

There are many reasons to grow M. 
schunkeana even if you’re not immediately 
captivated by it’s 1” wide black blooms. 
While it’s not the fastest-growing of the 
Maxillarias, its slower growth rate and small 
size, in addition to its wide range of tem-
perature tolerance mean that it can find a 
home in practically any orchid collection. It 
will eventually form a creeping mat of vege-
tation if you let it, so this makes it a good 
candidate for growing on well-shaded 
branches and trunks of trees.  

Grow it in a pot with coconut husk chips, or 
on a cork mount with green or white moss, 
and expect the blooms to open on 1” spikes 
at the first detectable sign of new growth 
(for me, this December). It also benefits 
from good-quality water, such as deionized, 
reverse-osmosis, or rainwater, and will 
bloom with little or no fertilizer.  

I got my M. schunkeana from SDCOS mem-
ber Peter Tobias after making a small dona-
tion to the Orchid Conservation Alliance
(www.orchidconservationalliance.org), and 
it has bloomed faster for me than any Maxil-
laria I’ve owned yet. I grow it on cork with 
green moss and water it frequently. I can 
hardly think of a more rewarding way to get 
to know this extremely diverse (700+ mem-
ber) and unheralded orchid genus! 

San Diego County Orchid      
Society Minutes 

December 12, 2006-Next board meeting 

will be on Monday, January 8, 2007 

The meeting was called to order at 7’ish by 
President Genie Hammond.  Attending were 
David Brown, Bob Clark, Christopher Croom, 
and Pam Peters. Also attending were Loren 
Batchman, Charlie Fouquette, Sue Fouquette, 
Steve Mallory, and Ramona Wilson.  

Show Meeting:   

No designs for t-shirts or posters have yet 
been submitted. Steve Mallory revealed his 
Marketing Committee Plan. All present dis-
cussed marketing ideas for the 2007 SDCOS 
Spring Show at the Scottish Rite Center. 

Board Meeting: 

Meeting was cancelled because of insuffi-
cient attendance to form a quorum. 

Mark Your Calendars!!!! 

SDCOS 61st Annual Show 

“Orchids:  

Varied Treasures” 

will take place on 

March 23-25,2007  

at the Scottish Rite Center,  

1895 Camino Del Rio S0uth, 
San Diego, CA 92108  

(Present this advertisement for $1 off the price of one admission) 



 

 

Dear SDCOS, 
 
I hope you are all enjoying the New Year, and are geared up and motivated to go out there and break some 
resolutions! Whatever you do, though, if those resolutions pertain to your orchids, take them seriously. If 
you know you don’t water certain orchids enough, water them more. If you know you need to start fertiliz-
ing again in the warmer months, then do that. If you know a frost is coming and you need to bring some 
things inside, by all means don’t hesitate or take any chances with this most nefarious winter demon! 
(Frost protection covers are available at certain garden supply centers or online, but old sheets also work.) 
 
Also, the 2006 Holiday Party in the Casa Del Prado was awesome! I saw so many wonderful people there 
having great times with delicious food and drink that it just embodied the whole sense of community and 
decency that one gets from the holidays, and from being a member of this proud organization. The plants 
that members brought in for the orchid swap were more beautiful than they’ve been in years, and the free 
plants for members included some totally gorgeous pickings from Andy’s, Casa de Las Orquideas, and 

Sunset Valley Orchids. Many thanks, too, to all the volunteers who helped set up 
the party and cleaned up after it was over!  
 
Also, we need some pictures or paintings that are not copyrighted and would be 
great for t-shirts and posters for the 61st Annual SDCOS Orchid Show, “Orchids: 
Varied Treasures.” So, send me some photos or drawings!          
          Happy Growing! 
                       -Christopher 

Letter From the Editor 

San Diego County Orchid Society 
P.O. Box 161020 
San Diego, CA  92176 

Contact Information: 

Christopher Croom 

(619) 583-3804 

batescroom@cox.net 
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