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Volume 111 Purpose:   To promote interest in orchids and their 

cultivation, to educate by exchanging information and 

experiences related to successful orchid culture, and to 

support the conservation of orchids in the wild. 

NOVICE MEETING 

April 1, 6:30 PM–Casa Del Prado—Room 104 

By: David Brown, 2nd Vice President 

Greetings Fellow Orchid Hobbyist, 

 

I hope that you enjoyed our discussion of 
water and water quality. What I wanted 
to impress upon you is the importance of 
good water to growing good orchids. The 
quality of your water directly relates to 
your success growing orchids. Rain water 

is probably the best, so if you can be sure to 
collect as much as you can. Other options 
are reverse osmosis and deionized, both of 
which have pros and cons which we talked 
about at the meeting. 

 

It is almost time for our spring show.  I 
really want to encourage you to participate 

GENERAL MEETING 

April 1, 7:30 PM–Casa Del Prado—Room 101 

By Ron Kaufmann, 1st Vice President 

Our speaker in April will be Ron McHat-
ton, Director of Education and Regional 
Operations for the American Orchid Soci-
ety. Ron will be talking about Color In-
heritance in Orchids. The inheritance of 
flower color in orchids is not entirely 
straightforward, and some of the ways in 
which color is transmitted from genera-
tion to generation may surprise you. The 
plant opportunity table will be provided 
by Andy’s Orchids and should include a 
great selection of plants with flower of 
many different colors. 

 

Ron McHatton is a Ph.D. chemist by 
training, though he has worked in the 
plant business for many years. Prior to 
accepting his current position at the AOS 
he was Apopka production manager for 
Kerry’s Bromeliad Nursery, possibly the 
largest wholesale orchid nursery in the 
United States and one of the largest bro-
meliad wholesalers as well. 

 

Ron has been growing orchids for more 
than 43 years and has an eclectic collection 
of plants representing a wide cross-section 
of the orchid family. His passion for orchids 
has spanned virtually every growing regime, 
from windowsills to under lights to green-
houses ranging from a 200 square foot 
hobby house to several acres of commercial 
growing space. Over the years his private 
collection has numbered in excess of 2500 
plants. 

 

In addition to his professional position, Ron 
is an accredited AOS judge and has been 
volunteering for the AOS for over 25 years.  
During that time, he has chaired several na-
tional committees, twice held a seat on the 
organization’s Board of Trustees and briefly 
served as vice-president. In addition to 
Ron’s volunteer support of the AOS, he has 
also been a long-time supporter of the Or-
chid Digest. In this role, he has served on its 
Board of Directors and Executive Commit-
tee for many years and as its President for 
three consecutive terms. 

Continued on page 3... 
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President:  Genie Hammond 

First VP:  Ron Kaufmann 

Second VP:  David Brown 

Treasurer:  Lynn Ford 

Secretary:  Pam Peters 

Directors:  Steve Mallory 

   Dave Hoffmaster 

   Christopher Croom 

   Kevin Rynearson 

San Diego County Orchid Society 

San Diego County  Orchid  Society  

Newsletter Entries 

If you have monthly meetings, classifieds, submis-

sions of interest, photos, or announcements related 

to orchids, please contact Christopher Croom at  

(619) 583-3804 or batescroom@cox.net.    
 
 

Advertisers 

Please contact Lynn Ford at (619) 283-4172 or  

lynnford10@earthlink.net. 
 

Information for the May newsletter must be submit-

ted by April 15th.   

Meetings 

San Diego Orchid Society meetings are held the first 

Tuesday of each month at the Casa Del Prado in Bal-

boa Park.   

Novice Class:  6:30 p.m., Room 104 

General Meeting: 7:30 p.m., Room 101  
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CALAVO GARDENS 

Orchid Pots and Supplies 
 

 

REXIUS BARK NOW ON HAND!! 

THE BEST ORCHID BARK ON THE MARKET 
KILN DRIED, SIZED & SORTED, NO WASTE 

 

4044 Calavo Drive, La Mesa 
619-660-9810   bmach16814@aol.com 

SDCOS Membership Survey 

Please send your completed SDCOS survey to 

P.O. Box 161020, San Diego, CA, 92176 or drop 

it off at a Society meeting. 

Shockingly orange Ada aurantiaca is a Brassia (spider orchid) relative 

and blooms this time of year when grown outdoors in San Diego. 



 

 

March 28-30 
Santa Clara Valley Orchid Society Show 
Westgate Mall, San Jose, CA 
 
March 29-30 
Napa Valley Orchid Society Show 
Napa Senior Activity Center, Napa, CA 
 
April 1, 6:30 p.m 
SDCOS Novice Meeting  
Normally the First Tuesday of the month  
Casa Del Prado, Balboa Park, Room 104 
 
April 1, 7:30 p.m 
SDCOS General Meeting  
Normally the First Tuesday of the month  
Casa Del Prado, Balboa Park, Room 101 
 
April 2 
Palomar Orchid Society Meeting 
Culture class at 6:30. Meeting at 7:30 p.m. 
First Wednesday of the month 
The Carlsbad Women’s Club 
3320 Monroe Street, Carlsbad 
Melana Walding (760) 295-7228 
 
April 4-6 
San Diego County Orchid Society 
Spring Show– Orchid Opulence 
Scottish Rite Center, San Diego 
 
 

April 14, 7:00 p.m. 
SDCOS Board Meeting 
Normally, the Thursday following General 
Meeting (usually the first Thursday of the 
month; second Friday of the month in rare 
cases) 
Balboa Park, Rm. 104 
Pam Peters (858) 481-9020 
 
April 5, 9 a.m. 
SDCOS Species Group Meeting 
First Saturday of the month 
Paul or Ann Tuskes (858) 274-5829 
 

Orchid Dates to Remember 
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April 16 
Cymbidium Society Meeting 
Regular meeting, third Wednesday of the month  

Culture class at 6:30, Meeting at 7:00 p.m. 
The Carlsbad Women's Club 
3320 Monroe Street, Carlsbad (858) 748-8355 
 
April 18 
San Diego Zoo's Orchid Odyssey  
Third Friday of the month 
(orchid greenhouse is open) 
Janette Gerrity (619) 231-1515 ext. 4306 
 
July 26-27 
SDCOS Summer Show 
Balboa Park 
 
October 25-26 
SDCOS Fall Show 
Balboa Park 
 
If you have any announcements that you would like 
included in the “Dates to Remember” section of the 
newsletter, please e-mail batescroom@cox.net. 

Continued from page 1... 

in our show. Without you our show cannot be all 
that it can be. If you have plants that are in flower, 
please share them with us. If every member could 
bring one flowering plant, there would be more 
than 500 flowers to show to the public. That 
would be really great. If you have something that 
will be in bloom during the show, now is the time 
to start preparing your plant for our show. Some 
of the things you can do is to start staking your 
flowers for the best effect, and start cleaning up 
your plants. When you start to stake your flowers, 
don't try to stake them where you want them right 
away. Slowly stake your flowers into the position 
for best effect. Give them a few days to reorient 
and then adjust them a little more every few days. 
Be patient. I am very please to announce that 
Lynn Ford and Pam Peters will talk to us about 
getting your plants ready for our show. We really 
need your participation to make the show a great 
success. 

 

Happy Orchiding, 

 

David Brown 
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Weeds: Plants That Enhance the 

Self-Esteem of Novices and Ad-

vanced Growers Alike 

By: Christopher Croom 

One thing that I’ve noticed over the years is that 

orchids seldom seem to grow as fast as other vas-

cular plants, and this may be a key to their reputa-

tion as a family of plants that are all necessarily 

hard to grow. Let’s face it—if you drop an orchid in 

a pot on its side on the ground, causing damage to 

all the growths on one side of the plant, it may 

take several years for that plant to look “as good as 

new” again.  This is partially because orchids have 

typically less access to nutrients than other kinds 

of plants, since the majority of orchid species are 

epiphytes that do not have a high-nutrient envi-

ronment around their roots all the time as terres-

trial plants are more likely to. Also, some orchids 

are just plain slow growers, and reach blooming 

size in even more time than it takes even an 

“average” orchid to reach. Anyone who has started 

off with seedlings of Angraecum magdalenae and 

Dendrobium speciosum knows this hard lesson. 

But, there are some orchids that grow very quickly 

when given everything they need, and grow so 

quickly that recovering from structural damage is 

easy and practically unnoticeable. These are plants 

that will be ready to bloom the next year after a 

snail attack, and will be quickest to recover even if 

parts of the plant start to rot and need to be re-

moved. 

Members of the pleurothallid alliance definitely fit 

the description of fast-growing orchids, but since 

this is an article for novices and advanced growers 

alike and pleurothallids need optimal conditions 

to grow like weeds (namely, the correct tempera-

ture and lots of excellent-quality water, like re-

verse osmosis), I’ll delve into this very large group 

of orchids later. Suffice it to say that pleurothallids 

grow quickly because each growth does not re-

quire a lot of resources to produce, for their 

growths are often pseudobulb-less.  

But there are a score of easier growers that seem 

to throw out growths just as rapidly as that moist 

and well-fed, established Dracula cordobae: 

Dendrobium aphyllum—grows outdoors like eve-

rything else on this list, and is the fastest-growing 

of the pendant, Nobile-section dendrobiums. 

Practically any reed-stemmed Epidendrum. If you 

give these the amount of light they need (up to full 

sun), most will truly impress you with how quickly 

they grow and produce keikeis! 

Epidendrum porpax—will grow blindingly fast, 

especially the clone ‘Porpax Mountain’, which I 

got from Ron. Thanks, Ron! 

Maxillaria cerifera—grows too fast for many pots, 

yet likes to grow moist and has wonderful, green-

apple scented blooms.  

Maxillaria variabilis—is a clumping orchid with 1 

1/2” pseudobulbs and 1” vanilla-scented flowers 

that appear whenever the plant sends out new 

growth, at least three times a year. 

Miltonia spectabilis has three varieties readily 

available in cultivation, and will double or triple in 

size every year if you grow it bright. I find I never 

have enough positive things to say about this 

plant. 

Oncidium Sherry Baby—many varieties double in 

size each year. As an added bonus, you get long-

lasting chocolate-scented flowers, too! Many On-

cidium hybrids (not those that are “equitant,” or 

containing Tolumnia) thrive outdoors in San 

Diego. 

Sobralia macrantha—is another easy grower that 

becomes a real beast when cared for properly. 

Plus, it has 4” blooms! 

You’ll see all of these things at the show, so be 

there or be square! See you April 4th-6th!! 



 

 

The SDCOS offers this service to members who 

seek cultural information about their orchids. 

Here are some friendly hobbyists with a great 

deal of experience about certain types of orchids, 

and they have kindly volunteered to answer your 

questions. 

 

Cattleyas, Oncidium/Odonts, Vandaceous 

Greenhouse grown, West SD County 

Forrest Robinson (858) 270-6105 

 

Species, all types 

Indoor and outdoor 

Ann & Paul Tuskes (858) 274-5829 

 

Paphiopedilums 

Ann Tuskes (858) 274-5829 

 

Phalaenopsis, Cattleyas, Dendrobiums 

Bob Swanson (619) 465-2297 

 

Vandas, Ascocendas 

Edith and Leno Galvan (619) 441-7503 

 

Encyclias, Epidendrums, Laelias 

Christopher Croom (619) 583-3804 

 

Pleurothallids 

Christopher Croom (619) 583-3804 

 

Cymbidiums 

Loren Batchman— casa@orquideas.com 

Sam DeMaria (619) 295-2951 

 

Northeast County, all types 

Dave Reid (7 60) 728-7996 

 

San Diego Central 

Outdoor, all types 

Jim Wright (619) 276-5295 

Fred Tomaschke (619) 276-3235 

 

 

Help Hotline 
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San Diego East County, all types 

Bud Close (619) 444-8839 

 

South County, all types 

Genie Hammond (619) 426-6831 

Ed Marty (619) 470-7175 

~ANDY’S ORCHIDS~ 

“The Species Specialist”  

 
Beautifully mounted epiphytes and potted terrestri-
als. Many rare and exotic orchids. Blooming size, 
established species are what we do best! 
 
Our MAIL ORDER CATALOG features many new 
and unusual species from around the world with de-
scriptions and cultural requirements, plus Andy’s 
orchid growing tips. For your copy, call write, fax or 
email us and we will send our latest issue. 
 
Your satisfaction is Guaranteed. We take pride in 
our reputation for selling a well-established plant 
and will replace it if you are not satisfied upon 
receipt.  
 

We are open by Appointment Only,  
so call in advance and make yours! 

 
Andy Phillips 

 
734 Oceanview Ave., Encinitas, CA 92024 
Phone 888-514-2639  Fax 888-632-8991 
Email: speciesnut@AndysOrchids.com 
Web address: www.AndysOrchids.com 
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PLEASE REMEMBER 

No animals (except service dogs) 

are allowed in the meeting rooms 

for the San Diego Orchid Society, 

due to an SDCOS Board decision 

in response to the needs of our 

members. Please respect this rule as you respect your 

colleagues in the Society. 



 

 

April 2008 San Diego County  Orchid  Society  

Page 6 

AOS Membership Special 
 

From now through March 31, 2007 the AOS is offering 
discounted membership rates! 

 

Two year sign ups or renewals will receive a coupon 
worth $30 off on a retail purchase of $100 or more from 
one of more at one of these 12 nurseries: 

 

Carmela Orchids, Carter & Holmes Orchids, Gold 
Country Orchids, Hoosier Orchid Company, IGS, Krull-
Smith, Norman’s Orchids, OFE International, Piping 

Rock Orchids, Quest Orchids, R.F. Orchids, Inc., Soroa 
Orchids, Inc. 

New Members: 
Individual:   $49.95/year or two years for $99.95 

Joint:  $64.95/year or two years for $129.95 

 

Current Members: 
Current members may extend their membership for two 
(2) years at the $99.95 rate 

 

In addition to 12 issues of Orchids Magazine, member-
ship in the AOS also includes benefits at over 200 Ar-
boreta and Botanical Gardens throughout the United 
States. The following is a partial list of those in South-
ern California: 

 

Conejo Valley Botanic Garden—10% gift shop dis-
count. 

 

Descanso Gardens—Free admission; 10% gift shop 
discount. 

 

Earl Burns Miller Japanese Gardens, CSULB—10% 
gift shop discount; discount on admission to special 
events – see their website for details. 

 

Japanese Friendship Garden—free admission. 
 

Los Angeles County Arboretum and Botanic Gar-
den—free admission. 
 

Quail Botanical Gardens—free admission. 
 

Santa Barbara Botanic Garden—free admission to 
the garden. 

 

South Coast Botanic Garden—free admission; free 
admission to all events except fundraisers; free park-
ing. 

 

For a complete list go to:  

www.ahs.org/pdfs/07/0708_RAP_Brochure.pdf 

NET NUGGETS 
 

Ron Kaufmann, 1st Vice President 
kaufmann@sandiego.edu 

 

The American Orchid Society 
www.aos.org 

One of the main 
functions of any 
good society is to 
provide useful ser-
vices to its mem-
bers.  In the Infor-
mation Age, one of 

the best ways to make those services available 
is through a well-designed web site.  The 
American Orchid Society (AOS) describes it-
self as “by far the largest special-interest hor-
ticultural organization in the world”, and the 
AOS web site reflects the extensive resources 
of a large society.  The “Orchid Information” 
section contains culture sheets, a description 
of orchid naming conventions and registration 
procedures, monthly checklists for orchid 
care, instructions for propagating orchids, 
guidelines for diagnosing and treating plant 
diseases and pests, and suggestions for pur-
chasing orchids.   

 

Interactions with other members of the orchid 
community are facilitated by the AOS Forum, 
which welcomes participants from around the 
world.  Other major sections of the site in-
clude a listing of orchid events, descriptions of 
AOS publications, orchid conservation, or-
chid-related research, and judging of orchids.  
People interested in joining the AOS or sub-
scribing to AOS publications can do so easily 
through the web site.  There’s even an on-line 
version of the Orchid Emporium, where books 
and other orchid-related items can be pur-
chased with a few mouse clicks and a valid 
credit card.  The AOS has created an impres-
sive web site that provides a wealth of infor-
mation to its members and to orchid lovers 
everywhere. 
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You are invited to subscribe 
to… 

California Garden 
 
 

The perfect gift for a friend, relative or neighbor. 

1 year subscription: $12 
2 year subscription: $20 

 
Membership in the SAN DIEGO  

Floral Association: $15 

 
(619) 232-5762  ▪  www.sdfloral.org    

 

Receive your    
SDCOS Newsletter                                                 

by  E-Mail! 
 

Contact Bob Clark at 
bob1clark@san.rr.com 

Back Issues—AOS Bulletin 
 

Back issues of the AOS Bulletin have  
been donated to benefit the  

Conservation Committee budget.  
 

 

Please check with Peter Tobias  
tobias@scripps.edu or www.sdorchids.com 
 for pricing and to see what is available. 

Orchid Growers  

Want to upgrade the quality of 

your potting mix? 
 

There is a solution—Maidenwell Diatomite!  
Mined from fresh water diatom deposits in  
Australia, heated to 1400 degrees, and  

uniformly graded. Maidenwell Diatomite is  
ideally sized for your orchids. Fantastic results 
have been had by mixing 2 parts diatomite  

and 1 part bark or coconut chunks. 
$22.00 per bag and available in three sizes; 

small, medium and large. 
 

Are you using De-ionized or  
Reverse Osmosis water? 

Try my custom fertilizer blend—it is specifically  
designed for pure water. 

 

Sunset Valley Orchids 
Fred Clarke 

1255 Navel Place, Vista, CA  92081 
760-639-6255 

Fred.clarke@worldnet.att.net 
 

Casa de las Orquideas 

Loren and Nancy Batchman 

Southern California’s leading source for Cymbidium and 

Zygopetalum seedlings. Over 30,000 plants in stock from 3” 

pots to blooming size. Our complete list of seedlings and 

flasks is on the web at www.orquideas.com. 

Open by appointment only! 

170 South Nardo Avenue, Solana Beach, CA  92075 

Phone and Fax: (858) 755-7572  

E-mail: casa@orquideas.com  
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SDCOS BOOTH AT THE  
SPRING GARDEN FESTIVAL 
 
By: Lynn Ford 

 

The Spring Garden Festi-
val at Cuyamaca College, 
in El Cajon, is on Satur-
day, April 26th, from 9am 
to 4pm.   

 
Our Society (SDCOS) 
would like to put an in-
formation table at the 
Festival to promote our 
Society and attract new 
members, and also to in-
troduce interested people 
to orchid growing. 

 

WE NEED A FEW VOLUNTEERS to help 
at the table. 

 
This is only a one day event and all you would 
have to do is hand out literature from the San 
Diego County Orchid Society, and maybe 
some Orchid Culture Sheets. 

 

It is really a fun event to wander around, and 
if we can get several volunteers, we can intro-
duce the SDCOS to the general, gardening 
community of San Diego, and give the volun-
teers a chance to see other gardening societies 
from San Diego. 
 

It is free.  It has Plant Sales, a Farmer’s Mar-
ket, Expert Design advice, Gardening demon-
strations, and more. 

 
To volunteer, please call DAVID BROWN at 
(619) 294-5925 or email him at: 

 

posiedon_djb@juno.com 

 

 

 

Reid’s Orchids Are Here for 
Your Collection! 

 
Lots of Cattleyas from Taiwan,  
many in sheath, bud and bloom. 
Also, many species orchids from  

around the world. 
Come on in and have a look around. 

 

Cymbidiums in spike, $10 and up! 
Cascading Cymbidiums, $25 and 

up! 
No better deal around. 

We need room for some more new orchids. 
 

    PLEASE CALL FOR AN 
APPOINTMENT 
760-728-7996 

reidsorchids@msn.com 
 

DAVE REID’S  
ORCHIDS 

Granite Hills Orchids 

Tom Biggart  619.441.9874 

1894 Dehesa Road,  

El Cajon, CA  92019 

FOR SALE 

MANY DIFFERENT MATURE  

VARIETIES OF 

DENDROBIUM SPECIOSUM 

PRICES RANGE FROM  

$90 ON UP 

CALL FOR AN APPOINTMENT 
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SDCOS SHOW TICKETS 
 

Help the Society sell tickets to the 
incredible Spring Show, Orchid 
Opulence, on April 4-6.  

 

Tickets are in packs of six for $25.00. The 
tickets are $5.00 each pre-sale with one extra 
ticket bonus or you can also sell it, too.    

 

Please consider picking them up at the 
monthly meeting to save postage costs for the 
Society.   

SPRING SHOW INFORMATION 

CLASSES FOR COMPETITION 
 

 
OPEN & AMATEUR divisions are judged 
separately for each Section & Class. 

 

AMATUER – One who grows orchid plants 
primarily for pleasure and does not have a 
California Nurseryman’s License or a resale 
permit for cut flowers, orchid plants or sup-
plies. 

 
OPEN – The Open division is open to all ex-
hibitors and is a MUST for all who have a 
California Nurseryman’s License or Resale 
Permit for cut flowers, orchid plants or sup-
plies. 

 

The exhibitor must have grown all plants for 
at least 180 days prior to the show.  If a plant 
is found to be infected or infested with disease 
or pests, it will be isolated, and its exhibitor 
will be asked to clean it or remove it from the 
Show, at the discretion of the Show Chair-
man. 

 

PLANT REGISTRATION 
 

We encourage you to enter 
your plants in the show. The 
more plants entered, the 
more spectacular the show. 
Registration is Thursday 
from 6:00 to 10:00 pm, and 
Friday morning from 7:00 
am to 9:00 am. Plants will 
not be accepted after 9:00 

a.m. Friday morning. If you have several 
plants to bring in on Friday morning, please 
bring them in early. Registration tags will be 
available at the March 4 general meeting. 
Take some home to fill out in advance for the 
plants you will be registering.   
  

Registration forms require the following in-
formation: section, class, plant name, and 
your name. Filling out the plant name and 
your name prior to coming will make the reg-
istration process go quicker. Clerks at the reg-
istration table will help you properly identify 
the section and class. Remember to have your 
plants and leaves clean, with spikes properly 
staked so the flowers are well presented and 
secure in their pots. You may enter your 
plants for ribbon judging as well as AOS judg-
ing. Make sure to tell the registration clerks if 
you want your plants entered for AOS judg-
ing.  Amateurs will use white registration tags 
and Vendors (Commercial) use green tags. 
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VOLUNTEERS NEEDED AT 
SPRING SHOW 

By:  Lynn Ford 

 

The San Diego County Orchid Society Spring Show 
is coming to town—this year on April 4, 5, & 6, 
with show set-up on the 3rd. 

 

And, we need Society members to volunteer for 
the scores of interesting and fun activities that 
your Board has planned for this event. As you 
know, this Show raises the funds that keep our 
non-profit society running all year, paying for 
monthly speakers, donuts, plant tables, Christmas 
parties, and other great (and tasty) affairs all year 
long. Volunteer yourself or participate with a 
friend (or spouse). 

 

We have quiet and sedentary positions to fill, as 
well as more active and interactive jobs that need 
your participation. I’ll list them here with a brief 
description and the person in charge of each activ-
ity. Sign-up sheets will be available at our March 
meeting and you can call me (Lynn Ford at 619-
283-4172) or the person in charge, to add on your 
name. 

 

CLERK for helping in Ribbon Judging. 

Pam Peters (858-481-9020) wants clerks to be 
a vital part of the Judging Team. You will locate 
the plants to be judged (some plants will be on dis-
play tables and some in exhibits), you’ll be in 
charge of the ribbon folder and write the info on 
the back of each ribbon given. You’ll get good ex-
perience on what to look for in a winning plant 
and you will have FUN. 

 

CONSERVATION SALES BOOTH 

Ron Kaufmann (858-270-7584) Conservation 
of orchids in the wild is an important mission of 
our Society. All plants have been donated and vol-
unteers are needed to sell them to the public. All 
monies herein raised will go to orchid conserva-
tion. 

 

MEMBERSHIP BOOTH  

Bob Clark (858-270-8352) has all the informa-
tion and forms that you will need for this “sit 

down” job.  You can tell interested persons how 
much you have enjoyed our meetings and maybe 
about some of the speakers, and dinners, that we 
have had. 

 

PLANT HOTEL 

Esther Sivila (619-429-0789)  Esther will su-
pervise her volunteers to carefully store each 
plant, marked, numbered, and ready for their 
owners return. 

 

SECURITY 

Kevin Rynearson (619-447-9957)  We need a 
lot of people here.  You will be directed to your lo-
cation by Kevin, Head of Security. You will be 
keeping show plants and Displays from being dis-
turbed and sale plants out of the Show Room area.  
And, making sure all plants leaving the building 
have been paid for. 

 

SET-UP AND TEAR-DOWN (THE SHOW):  
Charlie Fouquette (619-579-2223) During the 
Show Set-Up (Thursday 8am) no knowledge of 
construction is needed, just a willingness to help 
put together the Display partitions, unloading 
plants, bark etc. You might also help by putting 
cloths on the display tables, arranging plants for 
judging on tables and putting section numbers by 
plants, etc.etc. 

 

During the Show Tear Down (Sunday 4pm) Volun-
teers are needed at the end of the Show to clean up 
bark from displays, help people take down their 
displays and making sure section partitions and 
Show signs are gathered up and taken to the 
SDCOS Storage Garage. 

 

TICKET SALES AT FRONT DESK 

Naomi Stewart (619-303-1199). Nay Nay  will 
direct you on selling tickets and collecting money 
as people come into the show.  She will coordinate 
this important function, and we hope that you will 
have lots of smiles and lots of patience. 

 

TICKET TAKERS AT THE DOOR  

You will need to stand (or you can sit) at the main 
door of the Display Room and take a ticket from 
each person as they enter.  You will need to drop 
that ticket in a basket provided, so that each hour 

SPRING SHOW INFORMATION CONTINUED... 
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a ticket can be drawn for a door prize. You will 
also probably be asked the location of the rest 
rooms or other general information. 

 

CORSAGE BOOTH 

Jim Reid (619-223-3961). Volunteers will learn 
to make beautiful corsages and other orchid dis-
plays. Experienced corsage makers will make up 
corsages for sale and hourly door prizes.  They will 
also prepare beautiful vases of orchids for dis-
criminating buyers. 

 

MERCHANDISE SALES 

We will have lots of items to sell to help increase 
our Societies coffers. Umbrellas, T-Shirts, tote 
bags and more. This can be a sit-down job and we 
would like to have two persons at a time, at this 
position. 

 

VOLUNTEER !! 

BE THERE OR BE SQUARE! 

 

CORSAGE TABLE 
At past Orchid Shows, some of you 
have greatly helped the Corsage Ta-
ble by donating cut blooms or green-
ery, volunteering with set-up, mak-
ing corsages and arrangements, or 
clean-up. Please consider doing so 

again on April 4, 5, or 6 at Scottish Rite Temple. If 
you let Sue Fouquette know, your name will be 
posted there on a thank you list. 

 

Here are some ideas for useable greenery: 

Belle Garner recommends LEAVES of geranium, 
aspidistra (Cast Iron Plant), philodendron, sm. or 
med. Aralia, boxwood, Coprosma (Mirror Plant), 
leather fern, lemon, and Smilax. New Zealand Or-
chid Society recommends LEAVES of Pitto-
sporum, Camellia, conifers, with flat leaf forma-
tion, sm. flax, and fern. Genie Hammond recom-
mends very small FLOWERS for filler such as 
Australian and New Zealand teas, and Geraldton 
Waxflowers. 

SATURDAY NIGHT DINNER 
Scottish Rite Center 

Saturday, April 5, 6:00 PM 
 
It is going to be a casual evening so come as you 
are at the show. It will be a fun evening to visit 
with old friends and make some new ones.   

 

We will be having a variety of wines and beer pro-
vided by the Society and the food will be catered 
by Ranch Catering.  We are trying something dif-
ferent this year—the dinner will be a variety of hot 
hors de'ouvers, cold vegetable platters, fruit plat-
ters, various cheeses and crackers, white chocolate 
and raspberry cake and their great gourmet coffee 
station.  

 

Please contact Genie Hammond at (619) 426-6831 
or orchidgenie@att.net to make reservations as 
soon as possible.   

 

The price is $15 per person and you do not have to 
be a member to attend.  You can pay at the show 
or send a check to Genie (confirm mailing address 
when registering for dinner). 
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San Diego County Orchid Society 
Board Meeting Minutes 
 
March 6, 2008 

 
Attendees:  Bob Clark, Lynn Ford, Genie 
Hammond, Dave Hoffmaster, Steve Mallory, 
Kevin Rynearson, and David Brown. 

 
The Board Meeting was called to order by 
President Genie Hammond following the 
Spring Show Meeting.  Minutes of February 
2008 Board Meeting were not presented for 
approval.  Lynn Ford will have them for the 
April Board Meeting review and approval. 

 
Treasurer presented the financial report for 
February 2008.  A motion to file the report for 
audit was made and seconded. 

 
Genie Hammond reported that the April Gen-
eral Meeting will be held, as usual, on April 1, 
2008.  However, the Board Meeting will be 
held on April 14th, due to a conflict with the 
SDCOS Spring Show. 

 

A Nominating Committee was discussed to 
prepare for June officer elections.  Genie will 
work on getting a director for the Nominating 
Committee, for our next Board Meeting. 

 

It was established by the Board that in the fu-
ture; all major expenditures shall be approved 
of, in advanced, by the President and the 
Board. 

 
David Brown will prepare several floor plan 
layouts of our meeting room, to accommodate 
the various functions that the SDCOS holds. 
He will be responsible for directing the staff at 
the Casa del Prado to follow said floor plans. 

 

Steve Mallory showed an example of a 
“Society Business Card” which was approved 
by the Board.  However, the Board also re-
quested (on the back of the card) the place 
and time of our meetings.  Steve will get us a 

price for quantities of the completed cards. 

 

David Brown offered to man a Membership 
Booth for the SDCOS at the Spring Garden 
Festival, at Cuyamaca College.  He is looking 
for additional volunteers to help. 

 
Ron Kaufmann noted that Ron McKatton 
(A.O.S. Vice President) has agreed to be our 
speaker for the April 2008 meeting.  The topic 
is to be announced later. 

 
David Brown is setting up a Novice speaker for 
the Preparation of Your Orchids for Show. 

 

The meeting was adjourned at 9:30 PM. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

Lynn Ford, Treasurer 
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WORLD-FAMOUS 
San Diego Zoo 

✏ DUAL MEMBERSHIP - $89 

(Current Member Renewal Rate - $74) 

✔ For two adults in the same household. 

✔ A year of FREE UNLIMITED ADMISSION to both 

    the San Diego Zoo and Wild Animal Park. 

✔ 2 FREE GUEST PASSES. 

✔ 6 discount guest coupons good towards admission. 

✔ A ONE YEAR SUBSCRIPTION TO ZOONOOZ 

✔ FREE Zoo Skyfari. 

✔ Monthly member specials. 

✔ 4 two-for-one coupons for Zoo Bus Tour. 

✏ SINGLE MEMBERSHIP - $71 

(Current Member Renewal Rate - $59) 

✔ For one adult. 

✔ All of the benefits described above for one adult. 
 

Prices and benefits subject to change. 

For more information, call 619.231.0251 

or call toll free 877.3.MEMBER. 

visit our website: www.sandiegozoo.org 

Your membership supports our plant and animal collections 

and includes a monthly visit to our Orchid Odyssey on the 

third Friday of each month from 10am until 2pm. 

MEMBERSHIP 

We invite you to join the San Diego County 

Orchid Society! With your membership you 

will receive the newsletter and many other 

benefits, including a holiday party and a free 

orchid at the end of the year! 

To join, please send your check for $15 for an 

individual membership or $20 for a dual 

membership, payable to SDCOS , to: 

San Diego County Orchid Society 

P.O. Box 161020 

San Diego, CA  92176 

For further details, e-mail Bob Clark at 

bob1clark@san.rr.com. 

ORCHID 

SUPPLIES! 

WOOD & WIRE BASKETS  �  FIR BARK 

FERTILIZER  �  TREE FERN PRODUCTS  

CORK BARK  �  NZ SPHAGNUM MOSS  

HUMIDITY TRAYS �  CLEAR PLASTIC POTS  

POTTING MIXES �  FERTILIZER INJECTORS  

AND SO MUCH MORE!! 

WWW.ORCHID-SUPPLIES.COM 

WE ARE THE WEST COAST’S LARGEST 

DISTRIBUTOR OF ORCHID SUPPLIES—
WHOLESALE INQUIRIES WELCOME! 

Or contact us at  

CALWEST TROPICAL SUPPLY  

11614 Sterling Ave., Riverside, CA 92503  

For a free catalog call us at  

800-301-9009 or 951-351-1880 

Cal Pacific  
Orchid Farm 
1000’s of blooming orchids in our 

36,000 square foot greenhouse 
 

Brassia  •  Encyclia  • Cattleya  •  Miltonia 

Colmanara  •  Mokara  •  Phalaenopsis 

Cymbidium  •  Oncidium • Vanda 

Dendrobium  •  Paphiopedilum  •  Degarmora 

Species  •  Mounted Plants  •  And More 
 

The Southland’s Largest Showroom 

Open to the Public 
 

 

 

We Also Offer: 

Custom Arrangements 

Room & Board Program 

FedEx Shipping Nationwide 
 

Hours: 8 a.m.— 4 p.m. M-F 

9 a.m.— 4 p.m. Sat 

(760) 436-0317 1122 Orpheus Ave 

Leucadia, CA  92024 



 

 

Dear SDCOS, 

 

So, I guess I was giving you tips on keeping your plants warm last winter just as winter was finishing up. It 
seemed like the day after I put together the last Newsletter, the forces of nature aligned to ensure that 
what I told you wouldn’t be relevant for the next nine months. All I had to restore my credibility was a hail 
storm and a thundershower! (And by the way, always keep your orchids out of hail, even if you have to 
move furniture over them in the middle of the night like I did.) I hope your outdoor orchids survived the 
storm; expect to find hail bruises on them, too. 

 

Our BIG SPRING SHOW will be happening shortly after you receive this Newsletter at the Scottish Rite 
Center in Mission Valley.  This is bar none, the most important event our orchid society puts on every 
year, and it brings in more money for us than every single other event that we sponsor and organize. 
Please do everything you can to help the show in any way you can! From selling tickets beforehand, to 
helping to make corsages, helping to set-up the tables and exhibits, helping to clean-up everything on Sun-
day night, and helping to ensure that no plants walk away on their own, there are MANY areas in which 

you can assist your society.  If nothing else, please bring everyone you know to 
the show, or at least enter a plant or two. 

 

In any case, we have  a lot to focus on for these upcoming couple of weeks, so 
please stay committed during our most crucial time of the year. 
 

        Happy Growing, 
 

        Christopher 

Letter From the Editor 

San Diego County Orchid Society 
P.O. Box 161020 
San Diego, CA  92176 

Contact Information: 

Christopher Croom 

(619) 583-3804 

batescroom@cox.net 
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