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THE MAY 2006 NOVICE AND GENERAL
MEETING WILL BE REPLACED
WITH THE ANNUAL AWARDS BANQUET
May 2, 6:30 PM– Casa Del Prado
Members Only; Guests $10
RSVP to Genie Hammond at 619-426-6831
Due to the Annual Awards Banquet, there will not be a plant opportunity table or a
show and tell session, so do not bring any plants to display. Food and wine will be
provided, as will a slide show featuring award winners from the 60th annual show.
Left: Dendrobium miyakei
(goldschmidtianum) blooms many times of
year, including Spring, and grows great
indoors our out in frost-free areas of San
Diego.

Below: Cyrtochilum (Oncidium) macranthum
produces these showy , round, 4” blooms on
long, vining spikes that can grow over 7’ in
length. Many cyrtochilums bloom in May and
grow well outdoors here in San Diego.

Right: Warm-growing
Polystachya paniculata
blooms in spring with
masses of orange or reddish, nonresupinate
(upside-down) flowers
appearing on branched
spikes that are shaped like
panicles. The next new
growth will produce a
similar spike in about a
month or so. (Thanks,
Fred, for a great deal on an
incredible plant!)

Right: These Cymbidium
insigne (Burmese form)
blooms continued to look
awesome even when they
were past their prime, and
dropped off the plant a few
weeks ago.

May 2006

S a n D i eg o C o u n t y O r c hi d S o ci et y

San Diego County Orchid Society
Board of Directors
President:
First VP:
Second VP:
Treasurer:
Secretary:
Directors:

Membership:

Genie Hammond
Ron Kaufmann
Bill Molnar
Lynn Ford
Pam Peters
David Brown
Christopher Croom
Vivian Follmer
(Vacant)
Bob Clark

Membership
We invite you to join the San Diego County Orchid
Society! With your membership you will receive the
newsletter and many other benefits, including a holiday party and a free orchid at the end of the year!
To join, please send your check for $15 for an individual membership or $20 for a dual membership,
payable to SDCOS , to:

CALAVO GARDENS
Orchid Pots and Supplies
Specializing on the needs of the orchid grower
Local Supplier – save shipping charges
-NEW ZEALAND MOSS1/3# hobby pack or 6.5# bale

4044 Calavo Drive, La Mesa
619-660-9810 bmach16814@aol.com

Need a little more room for the orchids?
I can help you find that perfect home!
Either buying or selling, call for the best in
customer service. A charitable donation
will be made at the close of escrow for
members that use my service.

Carol Bostwick
Prudential California Realty
619.244.6696

San Diego County Orchid Society
P.O. Box 161020
San Diego, CA 92176

Meetings
San Diego Orchid Society meetings are held the first
Tuesday of each month at the Casa Del Prado in Balboa Park.
Novice Class:
6:30 p.m., Room 104
General Meeting:
7:30 p.m., Room 101

Newsletter Entries
If you have monthly meetings, classifieds, submissions of interest, photos, or announcements related
to orchids, please contact Christopher Croom at
(619) 583-3804 or batescroom@cox.net.

Advertisers
Please contact Lynn Ford at (619) 283-4172 or
lynnford10@earthlink.net.
Information for the June newsletter must be submitted by May 15th.
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Orchid Dates to Remember
San Diego County and
California
May 1, 7:00 p.m.
Quail Botanical Gardens Judging Center
First Monday of the month
May 2, 6:30 p.m.
SDCOS Novice Meeting
First Tuesday of the month
Casa del Prado, Balboa Park, Room 104
May 2, 7:30 p.m.
SDCOS General Meeting
First Tuesday of the month
Casa del Prado, Balboa Park, Room 101
May 3
Palomar Orchid Society Meeting
Culture class at 6:30. Meeting at 7:30 p.m.
First Wednesday of the month
The Carlsbad Women’s Club
3320 Monroe Street, Carlsbad
Melana Walding (760) 295-7228
May 6
Buds in Bloom
Sponsored by the Botanical Foundation
Balboa Park (1 or 2 volunteers and plants still
needed)
Genie Hammond (619) 426-6831
May 6, 9:00 a.m.
SDCOS Species Group Meeting
First Saturday of the month
Paul or Ann Tuskes (858) 274-5829
May 6-7
Carmel Orchid Society MayFaire
Crossroads Shopping Center, Carmel, CA
Ida Hale (831) 646-8724
May 9, 7:00 p.m.
SDCOS Board Meeting
Second Tuesday of the month
Balboa Park
Pam Peters (858) 481-9020
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May 17
Cymbidium Society Meeting
Regular meeting, third Wednesday of the month
Culture class at 6:30, Meeting at 7:00 p.m.
The Carlsbad Women's Club
3320 Monroe Street, Carlsbad (858) 748-8355
February 17th, 10 a.m.— 2 p.m.
May 19
San Diego Zoo's Orchid Odyssey
Third Friday of the month
(orchid greenhouse is open)
Janette Gerrity (619) 231-1515 ext. 4306

MARK YOUR CALENDARS!
The July SDCOS General Meeting
will be on Thursday, July 6
due to the 4th of July holiday.

WOW!
Want something new in hybrid Catts?
Come see our show!
We now have Cymbidium plants in bud
and bloom. More than 1,000 to
choose from!
Great prices and lots of different colors! You won't want to miss this event!
We also stock Dyna-Gro fertilizer,
pots, perlite, bark, and hangers.
PLEASE CALL FOR AN
APPOINTMENT
760-728-7996

DAVE REID’S

ORCHIDS
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Net Nuggets

May Growing Reminders

By: Ron Kaufmann, 1st Vice President
kaufmann@sandiego.edu

By: Christopher Croom

New Mexico Orchid Guild
www.nmog.org
Most of us don’t think of New Mexico as a prime
spot for orchid growing, yet orchid growers there
pursue their hobby with the same zest as aficionados in other parts of the world. The New Mexico
Orchid Guild is an organization dedicated to the
enjoyment of these fascinating plants and continuing education about orchids and their care. The
NMOG web site contains useful information, not
only for the members of the guild, but for orchid
lovers everywhere. Included are a brief guide to
orchid cultural requirements, information about
upcoming shows and society meetings, and a small
gallery with photos of some of the members’
plants. A useful feature of this site is a page titled
“What’s ‘Bugging’ Your Orchids?”. For people
whose plants are suffering from aphids, mealy
bugs or fungus gnats, avenues for pest-free growing area are suggested. Another page contains the
first part of what hopefully will be an ongoing series on Chinese Cymbidiums, including Chinese
names (Cymbidium goeringii is “Chun Lan”) and
elevations where the plants are found in nature.
Past NMOG newsletters also are provided, and
these contain some very interesting articles, including a history of the discovery of Phragmipedium besseae and a brief description of the
first four species identified in Paphiopedilum section Parvisepalum. This web site is not yet complete, and a links page still is under construction,
but the NMOG has created the foundation for a
first-class web resource in years to come.

Back Issues—AOS Bulletin
Back issues of the AOS Bulletin have
been donated to benefit the
Conservation Committee budget.
Please check with Peter Tobias
tobias@scripps.edu or www.sdorchids.com
for pricing and to see what is available.

The month of May is an important month for orchid growers, as all of your plants should be doing
something this time of year. Those of you who
grow deciduous orchids that can rest all winter
should be noticing new growths, and these should
be appearing on all sympodial orchids very soon if
they haven’t already. Monopodial orchids, such as
the vandaceous types, should all be growing faster
now, and many vandaceous orchids start to bloom
this time of year in particular. Faster growing
means that all of your plants will need more water
and fertilizer to feed their spring metabolisms;
some plants may even appreciate more light in
addition to more water and fertilizer, provided you
don’t damage them with sunburn. Sunburn is also
an extremely important thing to be able to diagnose this time of year as the mercury rises (for
more information on sunburn, refer to the August
2005 issue of the SDCOS Newsletter here: http://
www.sdorchids.com/news0805.pdf).
In terms of their water, feeding, and light requirements, it is sometimes helpful to remember that
orchids are just like tomatoes at this time of year
(or any other plants, for that matter). Orchids, like
tomatoes, thrive on as much water, fertilizer, and
light as you can possibly give them—as long as you
don’t overdo it on any of these three variables to
the point of harming the plant. Too much light will
cause sunburn, too much fertilizer will destroy orchid roots or even burn them off, and too much
water can cause a plant to rot. But, if you gradually
increase the amount of light, water, and fertilizer
your plants are getting this time of year, and pay
close attention to whether or not each orchid is
benefiting from the increase(s), you can greatly
reduce any shock your orchids may experience because of changing growing conditions.
Don’t forget that this is an excellent time of year to
repot your orchids. Remember to soak coarse or
medium fir bark in water for a few days before using it to repot your plants, and always wait until
the new growths are large and hard enough that
they won’t be damaged when you repot (and DO
NOT damage any of these new growths—they are
key to your orchid’s health for the next year). Finally, remember to center your new growths when
you repot, too, since you have no idea which direction the next new growths will grow towards.
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Help Hotline
The SDCOS offers this service to members who
seek cultural information about their orchids.
Here are some friendly hobbyists with a great deal
of experience about certain types of orchids, and
they have kindly volunteered to answer your questions.

San Diego East County, all types
Bud Close (619) 444-8839
South County, all types
Genie Hammond (619) 426-6831
Ed Marty (619) 470-7175

Cattleyas, Oncidium/Odonts, Vandaceous
Greenhouse grown, West SD County
Forrest Robinson (858) 270-6105

Casa de Las Orquideas
Species, all types
Indoor and outdoor
Ann & Paul Tuskes (858) 274-5829
Paphiopedilums
Ann Tuskes (858) 274-5829
Bob Hodges (619) 461-4915
Phalaenopsis, Cattleyas, Dendrobiums
Bob Swanson (619) 465-2297
Vandas, Ascocendas
Edith and Leno Galvan (619) 441-7503
Encyclias, Epidendrums, Laelias
Tom Osborne (760) 787-0282
Pleurothallids
Christopher Croom (619) 583-3804
Cymbidiums
Loren Batchman— casa@orquideas.com
Sam DeMaria (619) 295-2951
Northeast County, all types
Dave Reid (7 60) 728-7996
San Diego Central
Outdoor, all types
Jim Wright (619) 276-5295
Fred Tomaschke (619) 276-3235

Loren and Nancy Batchman

Southern California’s leading source for Cymbidium and
Zygopetalum seedlings. Over 30,000 plants in stock from 3”
pots to blooming size. Our complete list of seedlings and
flasks is on the web at www.orquideas.com.
Open by appointment only!
170 South Nardo Avenue
Solana Beach, CA 92075
Phone and Fax: (858) 755-7572
E-mail: casa@orquideas.com

~ANDY’S ORCHIDS~
“The Species Specialist”
Beautifully mounted epiphytes and potted terrestrials.
Many rare and exotic orchids. Blooming size, established species are what we do best!
Our MAIL ORDER CATALOG features many new and
unusual species from around the world with descriptions and cultural requirements, plus Andy’s orchid
growing tips. For your copy, call write, fax or email us
and we will send our latest issue.
Your satisfaction is Guaranteed. We take pride in
our reputation for selling a well-established plant
and will replace it if you are not satisfied upon receipt.
We are open by Appointment Only, so call in
advance and make yours!
Andy Phillips
734 Oceanview Ave., Encinitas, CA 92024
Phone 888-514-2639 Fax 888-632-8991
Email: speciesnut@AndysOrchids.com
Web address: www.AndysOrchids.com
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Correction:
The April SDCOS newsletter incorrectly identified the winners of two of the AOS and CSA
awards. Please note that these correct spellings:
American Orchid Society (AOS) Award:
Phrag. Young Lindley ‘Aussie Gold’ , AM, 81
pts., grown by Aussie Gold (Ivan and Ro Harrison)
Cymbidium Society of America (CSA)
Award:
Phrag. Young Lindley ‘Aussie Gold’ (Eric Young
x lindleyanum), Silver medal, 80.67 pts., grown
by Aussie Gold (Ivan and Ro Harrison)
We apologize for the error!

WORLD-FAMOUS
San Diego Zoo
✏ DUAL MEMBERSHIP - $86
(Current Member Renewal Rate - $71)
✔ For two adults in the same household.
✔ A year of FREE UNLIMITED ADMISSION to both
the San Diego Zoo and Wild Animal Park.

ORCHID
SUPPLIES!
WOOD & WIRE BASKETS  FIR BARK
FERTILIZER  TREE FERN PRODUCTS
CORK BARK  NZ SPHAGNUM MOSS
HUMIDITY TRAYS  CLEAR PLASTIC POTS
POTTING MIXES  FERTILIZER INJECTORS
AND SO MUCH MORE!!
WWW.ORCHID-SUPPLIES.COM
WE ARE THE WEST COAST’S LARGEST DISTRIBUTOR OF ORCHID SUPPLIES—
WHOLESALE INQUIRIES WELCOME!
Or contact us at

CALWEST TROPICAL SUPPLY
11614 Sterling Ave., Riverside, CA 92503
For a free catalog call us at
800-301-9009 or 951-351-1880

Granite Hills Orchids
Tom Biggart 619.441.9874
1894 Dehesa Road,
El Cajon, CA 92019

✔ 2 FREE GUEST PASSES.
✔ 6 discount guest coupons good towards admission.
✔ A ONE YEAR SUBSCRIPTION TO ZOONOOZ
✔ FREE Zoo Skyfari.
✔ Monthly member specials.
✔ 4 two-for-one coupons for Zoo Bus Tour.
✏ SINGLE MEMBERSHIP - $68

Spring Fling
In the Biggarts' garden
Saturday, May 6, 2006
10 a.m. to 4 p.m.

(Current Member Renewal Rate - $56)
✔ For one adult.
✔ All of the benefits described above for one adult.
Prices and benefits subject to change.
For more information, call 619.231.0251
or call toll free 877.3.MEMBER.
visit our website: www.sandiegozoo.org
Your membership supports our plant and animal collections
and includes a monthly visit to our Orchid Odyssey on the
third Friday of each month from 10am until 2pm.

Join us for all-day visiting,
eating snacks, and shopping for
Mothers' Day
Orchids, pottery, jewelry,
mosaics and other cool things
will be for sale.
Page 6

www.sdorchids.com

S a n D i eg o C o u n t y O r c hi d S o ci et y

WALTER ANDERSEN NURSERY

SANTA BARBARA ORCHID ESTATE

Since 1928—A San Diego Tradition of Excellence
3642 Enterprise, San Diego
(Near Pacific Hwy. & Barnett)

Every day a different orchid—check out
"Orchid-Of-The-Day" at www.sborchid.com

SELECT FROM MANY FLOWERING ORCHIDS ON DISPLAY!
ALL THE SUPPLIES YOU NEED FOR GROWING ARE HANDY!

Specializing in outdoor-growing
orchids for coastal California,
Cymbidium species & hybrids, and species.

Free Garden Classes 9:00 am every Saturday
12755 Danielson Court, Poway
619-224-8271 and 858-513-4900

Open daily: Mon-Sat, 8 to 4:30, Sun 11-4
1250 Orchid Drive, Santa Barbara, CA 93111
Phone: (800)553-3387 Fax: (805) 683-3405

Orchid Growers
Want to upgrade the quality of
your potting mix?
There is a solution—Maidenwell Diatomite.
Mined from fresh water diatom deposits in
Australia, heated to 1400 degrees, and
uniformly graded. Maidenwell Diatomite is
ideally sized for your orchids. Fantastic results
have been had by mixing 2 parts diatomite
and 1 part bark or coconut chunks.
$22.00 per bag and available in three sizes;
small, medium and large.
Are you using De-ionized or
Reverse Osmosis water?
Try my custom fertilizer blend—it is specifically
designed for pure water.
Sunset Valley Orchids
Fred Clarke
1255 Navel Place, Vista, CA 92081
760-639-6255
Fred.clarke@worldnet.att.net

Receive your
SDCOS Newsletter
by E-Mail!
Contact Bob Clark at
bob1clark@san.rr.com

Cal Pacific
Orchid Farm
1000’s of blooming orchids in our
36,000 square foot greenhouse
Brassia • Encyclia • Cattleya • Miltonia
Colmanara • Mokara • Phalaenopsis
Cymbidium • Oncidium • Vanda
Dendrobium • Paphiopedilum • Degarmora
Species • Mounted Plants • And More

The Southland’s Largest Showroom

Open to the Public
We Also Offer:
Custom Arrangements
Room & Board Program
FedEx Shipping Nationwide
Hours: 8 a.m.— 4 p.m. M-F
9 a.m.— 4 p.m. Sat
(760) 436-0317

1122 Orpheus Ave
Leucadia, CA 92024

You are invited to subscribe to…
California Garden
The perfect gift for a friend, relative or neighbor.
1 year subscription: $12
2 year subscription: $20
Membership in the SAN DIEGO
Floral Association: $15

(619) 232-5762 ▪ www.sdfloral.org
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Board of Directors Minutes
April 11, 2006

didn’t renew at the 2005 June expiration. He
has received several renewal checks back.

The meeting was called to order at 7:05 PM by
President Genie Hammond. In attendance
were David Brown, Bob Clark, Christopher
Croom, Vivian Follmer, Lynn Ford, Genie
Hammond, Ron Kaufmann, Bill Molnar, Pam
Peters, and Loren Batchman.

Future SDCOS Newsletters will be posted on
the www.sdorchids.com web site. Members
will receive an email message that the newsletter is available on the website.

The minutes of the February Board meeting
were approved as amended. There was no
Board meeting in March due to the proximity
of the Orchid Show. It was noted that Lynn
Dornfeld resigned as Secretary in February
due to family illness. Director Pam Peters took
over as Secretary, and Christopher Croom
took over as Director. The Board voted Vivian
Follmer as Fourth Director at Large filling the
Past President vacancy until a new Past President is elected.
Treasurer’s Report. February and March
Treasurer’s Reports were reviewed, approved
and filed for audit.
Old Business:
SDCOS website: Ron Kaufmann will look into
keeping the website updated and will also investigate a new internet service provider with
better options and rates.

New Business:
March Show report will be presented at the
May Board Meeting after the Treasurer has
received all the invoices.
Newsletter mailings: Dolores Maxwell has offered to take over the mailing of the newsletters.
Bill Molnar conducted a poll of other botanical societies as to what members get for their
dues. SDCOS provides a free dinner in May
(Awards Banquet) and free plant at the December holiday dinner. The Board decided
that since the Society is solvent, dues will not
be raised.
Pledge of Allegiance: Motion was made and
approved that the Pledge of Allegiance will not
be said at the beginning of each meeting.

The Code of Conduct for Board Members
(attached) was amended and approved by the
Board. It will be printed in the Society By-laws
under Article IV Board of Directors, Section
IX.

Nominating Committee: Names for the Nominating Committee were suggested. Tom Biggart volunteered and was accepted as Chairman of the Nominating Committee. Any
member wanting to serve on the Board should
contact Tom at tombiggart@mac.com or (619)
441-9874.

Temecula Garden Club requested a speaker on
orchids for May. Genie forwarded several
names to them. Christopher Croom volunteered to do the talk.

May 2 meeting is the Show Awards Banquet
Dinner. The dinner is free to members. There
will be a fee (around $10) for guests. Dinner
starts at 6:30.

Bob Clark sent out renewals to members who

SDCOS has been offered a table at Buds in
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Bloom sponsored by the Botanical Foundation on Saturday, May 6 at the Prado, Balboa
Park. David Brown and Genie Hammond will
man the SDCOS table. They will have SDCOS
membership forms and orchid cultural sheets
to hand out.
Corsage table: We are looking for someone to
take over the corsage table.
July Summer mini show: Show dates are Saturday, July 22 and Sunday, July 23 with setup
Friday night July 21.
The July meeting will be on Thursday, July 6.
Balboa Park will be closed on Tuesday, July 4.
Meeting was adjourned at 9:00 by the President.
Respectfully submitted,
Pamela B. Peters, Secretary
*******************************************
San Diego County Orchid Society
Board Members’ Code of Conduct
SDCOS Board members will:
conduct themselves in a fair and professional
manner
demonstrate personal integrity at all times
treat fellow SDCOS members, guest speakers,
vendors, and visitors with respect
comply with the By-laws of the Society
not participate in, condone, or ignore illegal
or unethical acts
conduct themselves so as to enhance the
reputation of the Society
Disrespectful behavior will not be tolerated
and will be cause for dismissal from the
Board.
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Thank You!
The SDCOS could not function without the
time and efforts of all our volunteers. We
are an organization that completely relies
on donated time and we greatly appreciate
the commitment of many dedicated individuals.
This month we would like to say a special
thanks to three individuals: Marjorie
Kuhlmann, Lynn Dornfeld and Jim
Reid.
Marjorie and Jim have both recently
stepped down from key volunteer positions.
Marjorie has been responsible for coordinating the mailing of the SDCOS newsletter
and Jim has been our corsage-making chairperson. Many thanks to Marjorie and Jim
for all your hard work!
Dolores Maxwell also deserves a big
“thank you” for taking over as our newsletter mailing coordinator.
Finally, many thanks to Lynn Dornfeld
for serving as the SDCOS Secretary and
Board Member for almost two years. Lynn
has unfortunately had to leave our organization due to a family illness. Her attention to
detail, candor, and competence will be
sorely missed.

Corsage Chairperson Needed!
Do you love to make corsages?
We have the perfect volunteer
position for you! This is your
chance to become the new
Corsage Chairperson. Please
let Genie Hammond know at
619-426-6831 if you are interested in volunteering for this
wonderful opportunity.
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Letter From the Editor
Dear SDCOS,
This month’s meeting will be comprised of the SDCOS Annual Awards Banquet, which gives our organization a chance to acknowledge the award winners from the 60th Annual SDCOS Orchid Show and Plant
Sale. It is also an excellent opportunity to enjoy the social aspects of our club, and have a chance to talk to
those folks you see every month and like, but never get a chance to really sit down with. Food and wine
will be served, and while it is technically open to SDCOS members only, if you choose to bring a guest
(which is completely fine), please RSVP to Genie Hammond (see pg. 1) beforehand and plan on bringing
$10 to cover their food and beverages.
Don’t forget that the SDCOS will be hosting the Summer Show during the weekend of July 22nd-23rd in
the Casa Del Prado, so plan ahead about what you might want to display. Also, there are a couple of
SDCOS Board of Directors positions available, so ask Tom Biggart, the Chairman of the Nominating Committee—(619) 441-9874—if you are interested in a leadership position within the Society (see pg. 2 for a
list of current board members, and pg. 8 for [a link to] Tom’s e-mail address).
Contact Information:
Christopher Croom
(619) 583-3804
batescroom@cox.net

Finally, the SDCOS Newsletter is always in need of pictures and articles, so
please send your submissions to batescroom@cox.net! Also, call Genie if you are
interested in helping to set up the Annual Awards Banquet at 4:30 on May 2.
Happy Growing,
Christopher

