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NOVICE MEETING
February 5, 6:30 PM–Casa Del Prado—Room 104
By: David Brown, 2nd Vice President

Greetings one and all,
I hope that every one had a very nice
time at the Winter show the other weekend in Balboa Park. I want to thank
Charlie Fouquette for such an interesting
and amusing discussion on growing our
orchids. He had some very good tips that
we can all use to provide better culture
for our plants. I also hope you enjoyed
Bud Close’s talk on Botany 101. It is important to understand what goes on inside the plant and how a plant works so
that we may be better able to give them
what they need.
This month I am very happy to announce
that Paul Tuskes will talk to us about
how to take better care of our Cattelyas. I
am pretty certain the almost all of us
have at least one Cattelya or hybrid in

the Alliance, in our collections, be it an Lc.,
Blc., Slc., etc. Paul will talk to us about repotting, requirements for good and healthy
growth, and other cultural requirements. Paul has a wealth of knowledge and
I am very pleased that he is willing to share
with us.
I have to announce that I will miss the first
meeting since I joined the Society in 2000,
because I am working for the Registrar of
Voters. The day of our meeting is also the
California primary and it is important for
every one to exercise their civic duty and go
out and vote. I will be thinking of all of you
and wishing I was there. But, have a very
good time and I will see you all at the next
meeting.
Happy Orchiding,
David Brown

GENERAL MEETING
February 5, 7:30 PM–Casa Del Prado—Room 101
By Ron Kaufmann, 1st Vice President

The speaker at our February meeting will
be Loren Batchman of Casa de Las
Orquideas in Solana Beach. Loren is an
extremely active member of the Southern
California orchid community, belonging
to the San Diego County Orchid Society as
well as too many other orchid societies to
mention in a newsletter like this. Loren is
one of the premier Cymbidium growers
and breeders in the U.S and the world.
The title of his talk in February will be
“Spotted Cymbidiums: A Hybridizer’s
Nightmare and Ecstasy.”

own breeding program. The plants in their
nursery display a wide range of flower colors, from clear white to some of the darkest
blooms ever seen on a Cymbidium, in the
case of the appropriately named Cym. Kiwi
Midnight ‘Geyserland’ FCC/AOS, S/CSA. In
recent years, their breeding program has
included spotted Cymbidiums, which were
virtually unknown 10 years ago and have
become one of the interesting new directions in Cymbidium breeding.

Casa de Las Orquideas will provide the
plant opportunity table for the February
Casa de las Orquideas is operated by meeting, which should include some terrific
Loren and his wife Nancy. They specialize Cymbidiums to get you ready for the spring
in Cymbidiums and produce tens of thou- blooming season!
sands of plants each year, most from their
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Directors:
Steve Mallory
Dave Hoffmaster
Christopher Croom
Kevin Rynearson

Meetings
San Diego Orchid Society meetings are held the first
Tuesday of each month at the Casa Del Prado in Balboa Park.
Novice Class:
6:30 p.m., Room 104
General Meeting:
7:30 p.m., Room 101

Newsletter Entries
If you have monthly meetings, classifieds, submissions of interest, photos, or announcements related
to orchids, please contact Christopher Croom at
(619) 583-3804 or batescroom@cox.net.

Advertisers
Please contact Lynn Ford at (619) 283-4172 or
lynnford10@earthlink.net.
Information for the March newsletter must be submitted by February 15th.

CALAVO GARDENS
Orchid Pots and Supplies
Specializing in the needs of the orchid grower
Local Supplier – save shipping charges
New Zealand Moss
Now in 1# packs

4044 Calavo Drive, La Mesa
619-660-9810 bmach16814@aol.com

Spring Show Tickets
Help the Society sell tickets to the incredible
Spring Show, Orchid Opulence, on April 4-6.
Tickets are in packs of six for $25.00. The tickets are $5.00 each pre-sale with one extra
ticket bonus or you can also sell it, too.
Please consider picking them up at the
monthly meeting to save postage costs for the
Society.

SDCOS Membership Survey
Please send your completed SDCOS survey to
P.O. Box 161020, San Diego, CA, 92176 or drop
it off at a Society meeting.
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Orchid Dates to Remember
February 2, 9 a.m.
SDCOS Species Group Meeting
First Saturday of the month
Paul or Ann Tuskes (858) 274-5829
February 5, 6:30 p.m
SDCOS Novice Meeting
Normally the First Tuesday of the month
Casa Del Prado, Balboa Park, Room 104
February 5, 7:30 p.m
SDCOS General Meeting
Normally the First Tuesday of the month
Casa Del Prado, Balboa Park, Room 101
February 6
Palomar Orchid Society Meeting
Culture class at 6:30. Meeting at 7:30 p.m.
First Wednesday of the month
The Carlsbad Women’s Club
3320 Monroe Street, Carlsbad
Melana Walding (760) 295-7228

February 2008

February 8-10
28th Annual Fascination of
Orchids International Show & Sale
Orange County Fair & Expo Center, Costa Mesa
Show hours: 10AM to 6PM
www.fascinationoforchids.com
April 4-6
San Diego County Orchid Society
Spring Show– Orchid Opulence
Scottish Rite Center, San Diego
July 26-27
SDCOS Summer Show
Balboa Park
October 25-26
SDCOS Fall Show
Balboa Park
If you have any announcements that you would like
included in the “Dates to Remember” section of the
newsletter, please e-mail batescroom@cox.net.

February 7, 7:00 p.m.
SDCOS Board Meeting
Thursday following General Meeting (usually
the first Thursday of the month; second Friday of the month in rare cases)
Balboa Park, Rm. 104
Pam Peters (858) 481-9020
February 15
San Diego Zoo's Orchid Odyssey
Third Friday of the month
(orchid greenhouse is open)
Janette Gerrity (619) 231-1515 ext. 4306
February 20
Cymbidium Society Meeting
Regular meeting, third Wednesday of the month

Culture class at 6:30, Meeting at 7:00 p.m.
The Carlsbad Women's Club
3320 Monroe Street, Carlsbad (858) 748-8355

Forrest Robinson
brought in this gorgeous Brassolaelia
Morning Glory
which earned a 1st
Place, Cultural
Award, and Best of
Section for 3H at
Balboa Park’s January Show. For more
show pics, see pgs.
8 , 9, and 10!
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Novice Nook:
Towards a Basic
Orchid Glossary
(A New Section Designed to
Make Our Newsletter Less Esoteric)
By Christopher Croom
Glossaries are self-explanatory, so this needs
little introduction:
Epiphyte—a plant that grows on something,
like trees, rocks, bushes, or twigs. 80% or so of
orchid species are epiphytes.
Lithophyte—a synonym of rupicolous,
meaning something that grows on rocks, like
the rupicolous Brazilian Laelia species.
‘Lithophyte’ is a noun and ‘rupicolous’ is an
adjective, though.
Genus—the first and always capitalized part
of an orchid name, e.g, Cattleya luteola.
Species—the second part of an orchid name,
which is always lowercase, e.g. Dendrobium
ceraula. Species orchids occur naturally in the
wild.
Hybrid—any orchid that has been made by
cross-breeding two or more species orchids.
Hybrids often have larger, more colorful flowers, but were created by human pollination,
not natural pollinators.
Natural Hybrids—these are more recentlydiscovered, naturally occurring hybrids that
have been made by wild pollinators after their
parent plants (both species) were discovered.
Pollinators—species which pollinate orchids
in the wild. Hummingbirds, euglossine bees,
flies, wasps, and ants are the tip of the iceberg
here; many animals pollinate orchids.

Cattleya—a genus of orchids named after William Cattley, the first person to bring Cattleyas
to England in 1818. 53 species comprise the
Cattleya genus, and hundreds of thousands of
hybrids are bred using Cattleya.
Alliance or Tribe—a group of related orchids
that occurs in the same general geographic area
and can be cross-bred. “Tribe” is actually a taxonomic distinction that comes after “subfamily.”
Cattleya Alliance—a Central and South
American group of genera (plural for genus)
that readily interbreed and are closely related,
including Cattleya, Laelia, Epidendrum, Encyclia, Brassavola, and several other genera.
Often referred to as the Epidendrum tribe.
Pleurothallid Alliance—another Central and
South American group of readily interbreeding
genera, which include Pleurothallis, Dracula,
Masdevallia, Trichosalpinx, Octomeria, Porroglossum, Restrepia, Platystele, and many
others (32 total).
Dendrobium—a very diverse genus of over
1500 orchids that occur from India, Nepal, and
Bhutan; east through Southeast Asia, Japan,
and China; and south, through the Philippines
and Australia. Dendrobiums are closely related
to Eria, another large genus.
Vanda Alliance—includes the genera Vanda,
Phalaenopsis, Paraphalaenopsis, Doritis,
Arachnis, Vandopsis, Aerangis, Angraecum,
and many other somewhat related genera that
may or may not interbreed. Members of the
Vanda Alliance are all monopodial orchids.
Monopodial—adjective used to describe orchids with a single main stem, not many stems.
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Help Hotline
The SDCOS offers this service to members who
seek cultural information about their orchids.
Here are some friendly hobbyists with a great
deal of experience about certain types of orchids,
and they have kindly volunteered to answer your
questions.
Cattleyas, Oncidium/Odonts, Vandaceous
Greenhouse grown, West SD County
Forrest Robinson (858) 270-6105
Species, all types
Indoor and outdoor
Ann & Paul Tuskes (858) 274-5829
Paphiopedilums
Ann Tuskes (858) 274-5829
Phalaenopsis, Cattleyas, Dendrobiums
Bob Swanson (619) 465-2297
Vandas, Ascocendas
Edith and Leno Galvan (619) 441-7503
Encyclias, Epidendrums, Laelias
Christopher Croom (619) 583-3804
Pleurothallids
Christopher Croom (619) 583-3804
Cymbidiums
Loren Batchman— casa@orquideas.com
Sam DeMaria (619) 295-2951
Northeast County, all types
Dave Reid (7 60) 728-7996
San Diego Central
Outdoor, all types
Jim Wright (619) 276-5295
Fred Tomaschke (619) 276-3235

San Diego East County, all types
Bud Close (619) 444-8839
South County, all types
Genie Hammond (619) 426-6831
Ed Marty (619) 470-7175

PLEASE REMEMBER
No animals (except service dogs)
are allowed in the meeting rooms
for the San Diego Orchid Society,
due to an SDCOS Board decision
in response to the needs of our
members. Please respect this rule as you respect your
colleagues in the Society.

~ANDY’S ORCHIDS~
“The Species Specialist”
Beautifully mounted epiphytes and potted terrestrials. Many rare and exotic orchids. Blooming size,
established species are what we do best!
Our MAIL ORDER CATALOG features many new
and unusual species from around the world with descriptions and cultural requirements, plus Andy’s
orchid growing tips. For your copy, call write, fax or
email us and we will send our latest issue.
Your satisfaction is Guaranteed. We take pride in
our reputation for selling a well-established plant
and will replace it if you are not satisfied upon
receipt.
We are open by Appointment Only,
so call in advance and make yours!
Andy Phillips
734 Oceanview Ave., Encinitas, CA 92024
Phone 888-514-2639 Fax 888-632-8991
Email: speciesnut@AndysOrchids.com
Web address: www.AndysOrchids.com
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AOS Membership Special
From now through March 31, 2007 the AOS is offering
discounted membership rates!
Two year sign ups or renewals will receive a coupon
worth $30 off on a retail purchase of $100 or more from
one of more at one of these 12 nurseries:
Carmela Orchids, Carter & Holmes Orchids, Gold
Country Orchids, Hoosier Orchid Company, IGS, KrullSmith, Norman’s Orchids, OFE International, Piping
Rock Orchids, Quest Orchids, R.F. Orchids, Inc., Soroa
Orchids, Inc.
New Members:
Individual:
$49.95/year or two years for $99.95
Joint:
$64.95/year or two years for $129.95
Current Members:
Current members may extend their membership for two
(2) years at the $99.95 rate
In addition to 12 issues of Orchids Magazine, membership in the AOS also includes benefits at over 200 Arboreta and Botanical Gardens throughout the United
States. The following is a partial list of those in Southern California:
Conejo Valley Botanic Garden—10% gift shop discount.
Descanso Gardens—Free admission; 10% gift shop
discount.
Earl Burns Miller Japanese Gardens, CSULB—10%
gift shop discount; discount on admission to special
events – see their website for details.
Japanese Friendship Garden—free admission.
Los Angeles County Arboretum and Botanic Garden—free admission.
Quail Botanical Gardens—free admission.

San Diego Cou nty Orchid Society

Reid’s Orchids Are Here for
Your Collection!
Lots of Cattleyas from Taiwan,
many in sheath, bud and bloom.
Also, many species orchids from
around the world.
Come on in and have a look around.

Cymbidiums in spike, $10 and up!
Cascading Cymbidiums, $25 and
up!
No better deal around.
We need room for some more new orchids.
PLEASE CALL FOR AN
APPOINTMENT
760-728-7996
reidsorchids@msn.com

DAVE REID’S
ORCHIDS

Granite Hills Orchids
Tom Biggart 619.441.9874
1894 Dehesa Road,
El Cajon, CA 92019
FOR SALE
MANY DIFFERENT MATURE
VARIETIES OF

Santa Barbara Botanic Garden—free admission to
the garden.

DENDROBIUM SPECIOSUM

South Coast Botanic Garden—free admission; free
admission to all events except fundraisers; free parking.

PRICES RANGE FROM

For a complete list go to:
www.ahs.org/pdfs/07/0708_RAP_Brochure.pdf

$90 ON UP
CALL FOR AN APPOINTMENT
Page 6
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Orchid Growers
Want to upgrade the quality of
your potting mix?
There is a solution—Maidenwell Diatomite!
Mined from fresh water diatom deposits in
Australia, heated to 1400 degrees, and
uniformly graded. Maidenwell Diatomite is
ideally sized for your orchids. Fantastic results
have been had by mixing 2 parts diatomite
and 1 part bark or coconut chunks.
$22.00 per bag and available in three sizes;
small, medium and large.
Are you using De-ionized or
Reverse Osmosis water?
Try my custom fertilizer blend—it is specifically
designed for pure water.
Sunset Valley Orchids
Fred Clarke
1255 Navel Place, Vista, CA 92081
760-639-6255
Fred.clarke@worldnet.att.net

Receive your
SDCOS Newsletter
by E-Mail!
Contact Bob Clark at
bob1clark@san.rr.com
You are invited to subscribe
to…
California Garden
The perfect gift for a friend, relative or neighbor.
1 year subscription: $12
2 year subscription: $20
Membership in the SAN DIEGO
Floral Association: $15

(619) 232-5762 ▪ www.sdfloral.org

Back Issues—AOS Bulletin
Back issues of the AOS Bulletin have
been donated to benefit the
Conservation Committee budget.
Please check with Peter Tobias
tobias@scripps.edu or www.sdorchids.com
for pricing and to see what is available.

Casa de las Orquideas
Loren and Nancy Batchman
Southern California’s leading source for Cymbidium and
Zygopetalum seedlings. Over 30,000 plants in stock from 3”
pots to blooming size. Our complete list of seedlings and
flasks is on the web at www.orquideas.com.
Open by appointment only!
170 South Nardo Avenue, Solana Beach, CA 92075
Phone and Fax: (858) 755-7572
E-mail: casa@orquideas.com
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ORCHID THOUGHTS
AND WONDERINGS
Dateline: January 21, 2008
From your fearless chairman, Tom Biggart
Every show seems to have its own unique characteristics and this one was no different. Much of
San Diego was captivated by the Charger game
during the show. It seemed like the energy of the
entire city was focused on that one event—which is
a good thing! It left us with a very mellow Winter
Show in terms of participation in all areas of the
show—which is not a bad thing! Those who did
participate seemed to get quite a bit of enjoyment
from the experience. Lots of visitors were interested in becoming members, and we had a chance
to chat with a lot of out of town visitors.

San Diego Cou nty Orchid Society

AWARDS
Best in Show Cymbidium tracyanum 'GHO' from
Tom Biggart (what can I say?)
Sec. 1 Standard Cymbidium-Cym. Ruby's Prime
'Valrico' .. Edith and Leno Galvan
Sec. 2 Mini Cymbidium-Cym. Mini
'Granadier'. Ernie and Fely Acantilado

Mary

Sec. 3 Standard Cattleya-Bl. Morning Glory.
Forrest Robinson
Sec. 4 Mini Cattleya-Slc. Red Jewel. Ken Campbell
Sec. 5 Paphs and Phrags.-Paph. Dragontale 'Sue'.
Charley Fouquette

BLOOMING PLANTS for the sales area were Sec. 6 Phalaenopsis-Phal. unknown..Pam Peters
supplied by Fred Clarke and Rex Foster Orchids.
Many other people donated plants for us to sell. Sec. 7 Oncidium alliance-Odcdm. Tiger Crow
Thanks to all of you for your efforts!
'Golden Girl'. Forrest Robinson
CORSAGE BOOTH I neglected to get a list of
folks who brought in flowers. Lynn didn't remind
me of that when I asked her if I had forgotten anything. Anyway, you know who you are and we
thank you profusely!

Sec. 8 Hybrids of other genera-Neostylis Lou
Sneary. Ben Machado
Sec. 9 Species-Cymbidium tracyanum 'GHO'. Tom
Biggart

DISPLAYS Ben Machado and Rex Foster Orchids Thank to all of you for your efforts and we'll see
put in displays for this show. Thanks to you for you orchiding again soon!
helping to make the show more interesting and
attractive to visitors.
Sincerely,
Tom
PLANTS FOR THE SHOW TABLES Kudos to
the following folks for making the tables look so
beautiful and full. You can easily be on this list for
the next show—guess how? The growers include:
Forrest Robinson, Bob Hodges, Kevin Rynearson,
Pam Peters, Renate Schmidt, Ken Campbell, Bruce
Berg, Edith and Leno Galvan, Lynn Ford, Genie
Hammond, Betty Kelepecz, Steve Lowe, Dave
Hoffmaster, Charley Fouquette, Fred Tomascke,
Ben Machado, Karen Gless, Tom Biggart, and Fely
Acantilado. Thanks guys and gals!!
VOLUNTEERS We didn't manage to keep a list
this time but many, many thanks to all of you who
helped to make the show such a happy event!!
Rex Foster Orchids set up this nice display at the winter (mini) show
in Balboa Park.
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Tom Biggart’s Cymbidium tracyanum was the
show-stopper at this winter’s Balboa Park Show,
earning Best of Show, 1st Place for 9H, and a
Cultural Award. These blooms had a truly heavenly fragrance, and this plant was a real beast!

Cymbidium Ruby’s Prime ‘Valrico’, submitted
by Edith and Leno Galvan earned a 1st Place
and Best of Section for 1B with its large and
rich, reddish-purple blooms.

Edith and Leno Galvan’s Vanda
lamellata took 1st Place in section
9G. This one looks like the boxali
variant of this species. Even though
it only grows to 300 meters in altitude, it is surprisingly cold tolerant.

Ben Machado’s Neostylis Lou Sneary earned a
1st Place/Best of Section award for 8A at the
Winter Show in the Park. Lou Sneary is a primary hybrid between Neofinetia falcata and
Rhyncostylis coelestis. Nice blue lips, Ben!

Felisa and Ernie Acantilado’s Cymbidium Mini
Mary ‘Granadier’ earned a Best of Section and
a 1st Place for 2D, illustrating the consistency
and quality of orchid clones very well.

This exceptionally vibrant Slc. Red
Jewel, submitted by Ken Campbell,
markedly brightened up our winter
show in the Park. Cattleya breeding sure wouldn’t be as fun without
Sophronitis! (No Sophronitis, no
reds!)

Pam Peters’s Phalaenopsis Unknowni
earned a 1st Place and a Cultural
Award in section 6A. Hmmm...I wonder if this is one of the ones that the
Zoo gave to us that we distributed at a
Holiday Party a couple years ago? It
had HUGE blooms.
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San Diego County Orchid Society
Board Meeting Minutes
January 11, 2008
Attendees: Bob Clark, Christopher Croom, Lynn Ford,
Genie Hammond, Dave Hoffmaster, Steve Mallory,
Pam Peters, Kevin Rynearson.
The Board Meeting was called to order by President
Genie Hammond following the Spring Show Meeting.

Odontioda Denguin Fines was submitted
by Fred Tomatschke and earned a first
place in section 7B. Great job, Fred! These
are certainly not the easiest plants to grow!

Kevin Rhynearson’s Epidendrum
piliferum sported
these comely, light
green, almost
starry blooms with
intricately designed
ruffled white lips
with purple flecks.
This one earned 1st
place in section 9F.

Minutes of December 2007 Board Meeting were approved as amended.
The Treasurer presented financial reports for October,
November and December. A motion to file each report
for audit was made and seconded. The Treasurer also
reported that the Conservation Committee funded five
grants for just under $13,000.
Old Business:
David Brown has written two articles about books he is
cataloging at SDSU library. The first was printed in the
December newsletter.
The Board received two invoices from the attorney who
helped SDCOS with the contract for the Spring Show at
the Scottish Rite. Scottish Rite previously agreed to pay
these invoices.
Jay Pfahl, creator of www.orchidspecies.com, is soliciting funds. Christopher will write an article for the
SDCOS newsletter.
The Board discussed communication issues with Balboa Park with regard to meeting rooms and set-ups.
New Business:
Genie talked to California Garden magazine. Christopher Croom will call the editor regarding an ad in the
magazine for the SDCOS Spring Show.
The Board discussed a donation to the AOS Conservation Fund. Decision was tabled.

Renate Schmidt’s Lc. Koolua Seagull x
Slc. Golden Treat made a stunning appearance in section 3E. This is a pretty
complicated Cattleya Alliance hybrid
with the red probably coming from Sophronitis genes again, although it could
be contributed by a Laelia sanguiloba
or similar Brazilian rupicolous species.
Some taxonomists are trying to move
Sophronitis into Hadrolaelia (Chiron &
Castro 2002).

A discussion for a new trophy at the Winter, Spring,
Fall (mini) shows was tabled.
The speaker for the February meeting will be Loren
Batchman talking about the cymbidiums we all have in
spike or bloom now.
Paul Tuskes will address the Novice Class.
The meeting was adjourned at 9:15.
Respectfully submitted,
Pam Peters, Secretary
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MEMBERSHIP

ORCHID
SUPPLIES!

We invite you to join the San Diego County
Orchid Society! With your membership you
will receive the newsletter and many other
benefits, including a holiday party and a free
orchid at the end of the year!

WOOD & WIRE BASKETS  FIR BARK

To join, please send your check for $15 for an
individual membership or $20 for a dual
membership, payable to SDCOS , to:

FERTILIZER  TREE FERN PRODUCTS
CORK BARK  NZ SPHAGNUM MOSS
HUMIDITY TRAYS  CLEAR PLASTIC POTS
POTTING MIXES  FERTILIZER INJECTORS

AND SO MUCH MORE!!
WWW.ORCHID-SUPPLIES.COM
WE ARE THE WEST COAST’S LARGEST

San Diego County Orchid Society
P.O. Box 161020
San Diego, CA 92176
For further details, e-mail Bob Clark at
bob1clark@san.rr.com.

DISTRIBUTOR OF ORCHID SUPPLIES—
WHOLESALE INQUIRIES WELCOME!
Or contact us at

CALWEST TROPICAL SUPPLY
11614 Sterling Ave., Riverside, CA 92503
For a free catalog call us at
800-301-9009 or 951-351-1880

WORLD-FAMOUS
San Diego Zoo
✏ DUAL MEMBERSHIP - $89

Cal Pacific
Orchid Farm

(Current Member Renewal Rate - $74)

1000’s of blooming orchids in our

✔ For two adults in the same household.
✔ A year of FREE UNLIMITED ADMISSION to both
the San Diego Zoo and Wild Animal Park.
✔ 2 FREE GUEST PASSES.
✔ 6 discount guest coupons good towards admission.
✔ A ONE YEAR SUBSCRIPTION TO ZOONOOZ
✔ FREE Zoo Skyfari.
✔ Monthly member specials.
✔ 4 two-for-one coupons for Zoo Bus Tour.
✏ SINGLE MEMBERSHIP - $71

36,000 square foot greenhouse
Brassia • Encyclia • Cattleya • Miltonia
Colmanara • Mokara • Phalaenopsis
Cymbidium • Oncidium • Vanda
Dendrobium • Paphiopedilum • Degarmora
Species • Mounted Plants • And More

The Southland’s Largest Showroom

Open to the Public

(Current Member Renewal Rate - $59)
✔ For one adult.
✔ All of the benefits described above for one adult.
Prices and benefits subject to change.
For more information, call 619.231.0251
or call toll free 877.3.MEMBER.
visit our website: www.sandiegozoo.org
Your membership supports our plant and animal collections
and includes a monthly visit to our Orchid Odyssey on the
third Friday of each month from 10am until 2pm.

We Also Offer:
Custom Arrangements
Room & Board Program
FedEx Shipping Nationwide
Hours: 8 a.m.— 4 p.m. M-F
9 a.m.— 4 p.m. Sat
(760) 436-0317

1122 Orpheus Ave
Leucadia, CA 92024
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Knowledge is Power: The Best
Online Orchid Resource, IMO
By Christopher Croom
I have found Jay Pfal’s website,
www.orchidspecies.com, to be the single most
important online resource of my orchid growing experience. Granted, I grow mostly species
orchids, but I only got into growing species
because I thought it might be wiser as an orchid newbie to try to grow plants that had
natural habitats that I could do my best to
emulate in captivity, as a hybrid doesn’t have
a natural temperature range that it can survive in (unless it’s a natural hybrid), because it
has never existed in the wild. Plants that can
live in the wild can often survive all kinds of
ranges of temperature, amounts of water,
amounts of light, and amounts of fertilizer,
while the “hothouse” hybrids often don’t always have those same characteristics until
someone has the guts to try an (often expensive) investment in an environment in which
it hasn’t been tried before.
True, you can always look at the parent plants
of a hybrid orchid and realize that if one of the
parents can survive a lower-than-greenhouse
temperature range, your hybrid might stand a
chance for outdoor growing, which is why
many San Diegans have discovered that plants
with Vanda coerulea in their parentage can
grow outside here year-round (you know, the
Vandas you want to grow with the big, gaudy,
round flowers, but think you can’t grow or always crash for you). Knowing what conditions
the parent plants can survive is often the first
step toward figuring out whether your new
hybrid can take outdoor temperatures, and
this is where www.orchidspecies.com becomes
an important resource to growers of species
and hybrids alike. It doesn’t matter what you
grow; if you grow orchids, this website has resources that you can use.
Of course, you would have to know what kinds
of parents your hybrid had in order to use this

resource if you are a hybrid grower. This can
often be revealed by reading the tag, as many
hybrids are backcrosses to the original parents, meaning that you crossed the parent
with another species, then another species,
than another species or hybrid, and crossed it
back to one of the parents once or twice. This
is often how Vanda Gordon Dillon-based hybrids have gone from blue netting on a white
background (as with V. coerulea), to purple
netting on a white background, and then back
to even larger flowers with more of a blue netting on a white background. If you don’t immediately see a species name on your plant
tag, namely a capitalized genus name
(‘Vanda’) next to a lowercase species name
(‘coerulea’), then it helps to know what the
species look like so you can figure out the
background of your more complex hybrids
and then get an idea of what their ranges of
cultural requirements might include. If you
don’t know your species orchids, it’s hard to
really know your hybrids, as all hybrids, no
matter how complex, once had species orchids
at one time in their genetic history. Jay Pfal’s
website will help you to get to know the orchid
species and the environments they live in
more than any other online resource out there
(although
Andy’s
website,
www.andysorchids.com, comes extremely
close).
Is everything on Jay’s website always accurate, all the time? No. This is how it works in
the orchid world: no one is ever right, all the
time, especially when there are so many unresolved taxonomic issues today in our hobby.
(“Hadrolaelia is a dinosaur,” as Wade Bogren
would say at this point.) Because everything is
not always accurate, if you want to truly succeed as a grower, you should probably equip
yourself with as many sources of knowledge as
possible,
all
the
time,
and
www.orchidspecies.com is an extremely valuable resource in this arena. Additionally, Jay
keeps up with the taxonomic trends, moving
Dendrobiums to Dockrillia when the genetic
evidence has shown us that they’re distinct,
and moving Bulbophyllums to Cirrhopetalum
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for the same reason. There is probably no
other private, non-profit individual on the
internet that spends as much time on providing accurate, high-quality information about
orchid habitat and natural range than Jay
does.
Almost every time I write about orchids, I use
Jay’s website. Every time I get my hands on
something that Andy doesn’t have, and thus,
can’t necessarily tell me how to take care of, I
check www.orchidspecies.com to figure out
how to grow it. Often, I find the information
on the elevations at which the species occurs
to be the most important, as you can grow
practically anything that lives at 2,500-3,000
meters in equatorial regions or the tropics
year-round in San Diego (and this number decreases the further you get from the equator).
Even tropical jungles get cold when you take
elevation into account. And yes, Bulbophyllum affine and Cirrhopetalum rothschildianum DO grow outside, year-round, in
coastal San Diego.
Jay is currently soliciting donations to keep
his website running and to expand it, so if you
want to see the best orchid website stay up,
head to www.orchidspecies.com and throw
him a few crumbs, at the very least!
CONGRATULATIONS!
Fred Clarke’s plants were awarded as follows at the
AOS judging on January 7:
Slc. Angel Eyes ‘Sunset Valley Orchids II” AM 81 (Slc.
Bright Angel x C. Little Dipper)
Paphiopedilum venustum ‘Sunset Valley Orchids’—AM
84
Pptm. Bumble Bee ‘Sunset Valley Orchids’ (Pptm. Hiawatha x Zygo. crinitum) AM 85
Dialc. Silver Star ‘Sunset Valley Orchids II’ AM 81
(Diaca. Colmaniae x L. anceps)—AM 81
Morm. elegans alba ‘Sunset Valley Orchids’ HCC 79

San Diego Cou nty Orchid Society

NET NUGGETS
Ron Kaufmann, 1st Vice President
kaufmann@sandiego.edu

Cymbidium Society of America
www.cymbidium.org
Cymbidiums are the cornerstones of spring orchid
shows, especially in coastal
California where they grow
well outdoors.
These
sturdy stalwarts have been
bred to produce large
numbers of big, showy
flowers, and there are
some orchid enthusiasts
who cultivate little else besides Cymbidiums.
The
Cymbidium Society of
America (CSA)
was
founded in the 1960s to
foster and stimulate the
appreciation of Cymbidiums and Paphiopedilums. The CSA produces a
bimonthly journal and has
branches throughout California, as well as in New Zealand and Japan.
Information about membership in the CSA as
well as its branches can be found on the web
site, along with a basic set of cultural guidelines for Cymbidiums and Paphiopedilums.
Recently, the CSA also has established a discussion forum, accessible through the web
site, that allows Cymbidium aficionados from
around the world to exchange information
and opinions about their favorite orchids.
Whether you’re a card-carrying Cymbidium
fanatic or a beginner fascinated by these big,
beautiful flowers, the CSA is a society that’s
well worth a look.

Batemannia colleyi ‘Sunset Valley Orchids’ HCC 78
Clty. Pink Toy ‘Sunset Valley Orchids’ (C. Dubiosa x
Clty. Lin Toy)
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Letter From the Editor
Dear SDCOS,
This strange wet stuff is coming from the sky as I write. I think I heard this called “rain” once when I was a
tiny child, but I’m not sure if there’s a word for it anymore in drought-stricken San Diego. The unidentified substance appears to be water. If it is, perhaps we should collect it in large containers and put it on
our orchids. You chuckle now, but check out the article “Drying of the West” on p. 90 of the February,
2008 issue of National Geographic. Wild and weird times are ahead for our hobby, if the climatologists
are right.
In response to feedback from our membership survey, I have decided to write a “Novice Nook” column in
every Newsletter so that I can help folks who are new to the hobby understand the basics of orchid growing (hint: there are no “basics”—it’s a hobby that necessitates you equipping yourself with as much knowledge as possible, all the time, to keep things alive). But seriously, I hope you find the new column very useful. I have done my best to integrate the glossary terms throughout this issue, and next month will feature
a second volume of the glossary. Also, the internet is your best friend if you want to learn more about orchids, and I cannot stress this enough. Books and magazines are very useful, too,
Contact Information:
but they’re not as free, quick, or dirty.
Christopher Croom
(619) 583-3804
batescroom@cox.net

I hope everyone is keeping their Vanda Alliance members out of the nighttime
rain, moving outdoor plants in when frost is expected, and that you have cut
down on the watering due to the cold nights we’ve been having lately.
Happy Growing,
Christopher

