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NOVICE MEETING
March 4, 6:30 PM–Casa Del Prado—Room 104
By: David Brown, 2nd Vice President

Greetings One and All,
I hope that all of you are doing well. I
want to thank Paul for talking to us
about how to better grow our cattleyas.
I am quite sure that he was a wealth of
information and I hope that you took
something away from his talk that you
can be useful to you. Well, this month I
want to talk about water quality and
the various options that are available to

you. Also, if you have any general questions, I will be happy to try to answer
them, or if I don't know, I may know who
to ask. I look forward to seeing everybody
on Tuesday.

Happy Orchiding,
David Brown

GENERAL MEETING
March 4, 7:30 PM–Casa Del Prado—Room 101
By Ron Kaufmann, 1st Vice President

The speaker at our March meeting will
be Karen Muir, an AOS judge and longtime orchid grower from Orange
County. Many of you know Karen; she
attends nearly every orchid show in
Southern California and has spoken to
the SDCOS, though not for many years.
Karen has attended orchid shows
throughout the world. She will present a
slide program and talk about the Japan
Grand Prix, recognized as the world’s
premier orchid show. If you like to see
photos of beautiful orchids and amazing
displays, this should be a talk that you
won’t want to miss! The plant opportunity table will be provided by Cal-Orchid
and should include a diverse and interesting group of orchids, many of which
are suitable for outdoor culture in
coastal Southern California.

1975. She was a member of the Michigan
Orchid Society and held all of the offices
of the Society, including show chair, program chair, president and vice president.
Karen became an accredited American
Orchid Society Judge in 1997. In 1998,
she was transferred by her company, Lincoln Mercury, to Irvine. Karen retired in
January 2002 and now lives in Laguna
Niguel. She served for five years as the
chair of the AOS Pacific South Judging
Region and has traveled to Canada, Guatemala, Peru, Ecuador, Brazil, South Africa and Japan to attend and judge orchid
shows. She has lectured on orchids to societies across the US and overseas, including presentations to the California
Paphiopedilum Guild, the Slipper Alliance, NCOS (National Capital Orchid Society) Paphiopedilum Forum, two South
African Paphiopedilum Conferences and
Karen Muir is originally from Michigan, the Paph. Forum in London, England.
where she began raising orchids around
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Secretary:
Pam Peters
Directors:
Steve Mallory
Dave Hoffmaster
Christopher Croom
Kevin Rynearson

Meetings
San Diego Orchid Society meetings are held the first
Tuesday of each month at the Casa Del Prado in Balboa Park.
Novice Class:
6:30 p.m., Room 104
General Meeting:
7:30 p.m., Room 101

Newsletter Entries
If you have monthly meetings, classifieds, submissions of interest, photos, or announcements related
to orchids, please contact Christopher Croom at
(619) 583-3804 or batescroom@cox.net.

Advertisers
Please contact Lynn Ford at (619) 283-4172 or
lynnford10@earthlink.net.
Information for the April newsletter must be submitted by March 15th.

CALAVO GARDENS
Orchid Pots and Supplies
Specializing in the needs of the orchid grower
Local Supplier – save shipping charges
New Zealand Moss
Now in 1# packs

4044 Calavo Drive, La Mesa
619-660-9810 bmach16814@aol.com

The SDCOS would like to acknowledge a several members who have passed away:
—Dr. Dan Shannon, who along with this wife
Sophie, were very active members for many
years before they took ill.
—Walter Bacchi, who along with his wife Gloria, also were very active, year in and year out,
show after show, as ticket takers and hand
stampers.
—The third member to recently pass away is
June Rogalski, a newer member in comparison
with Dan and Walter, but nonetheless a very
avid orchid fan.
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Orchid Dates to Remember
February 29-March 2
Santa Barbara International Orchid
Show
Earl Warren Showgrounds
www.sborchids.com
March 1, 9 a.m.
SDCOS Species Group Meeting
First Saturday of the month
Paul or Ann Tuskes (858) 274-5829
March 4, 6:30 p.m
SDCOS Novice Meeting
Normally the First Tuesday of the month
Casa Del Prado, Balboa Park, Room 104
March 4, 7:30 p.m
SDCOS General Meeting
Normally the First Tuesday of the month
Casa Del Prado, Balboa Park, Room 101
March 5
Palomar Orchid Society Meeting
Culture class at 6:30. Meeting at 7:30 p.m.
First Wednesday of the month
The Carlsbad Women’s Club
3320 Monroe Street, Carlsbad
Melana Walding (760) 295-7228
March 6, 7:00 p.m.
SDCOS Board Meeting
Thursday following General Meeting (usually
the first Thursday of the month; second Friday of the month in rare cases)
Balboa Park, Rm. 104
Pam Peters (858) 481-9020
March 8-9
Central California Orchid Society Show
Sierra Vista Mall, Clovis, CA
March 15-16
South Bay Orchid Society Show
Torrance Cultural Arts Center
Torrance, CA
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March 21
San Diego Zoo's Orchid Odyssey
Third Friday of the month
(orchid greenhouse is open)
Janette Gerrity (619) 231-1515 ext. 4306
March 19
Cymbidium Society Meeting
Regular meeting, third Wednesday of the month

Culture class at 6:30, Meeting at 7:00 p.m.
The Carlsbad Women's Club
3320 Monroe Street, Carlsbad (858) 748-8355
March 28-30
Santa Clara Valley Orchid Society Show
Westgate Mall, San Jose, CA
March 29-30
Napa Valley Orchid Society Show
Napa Senior Activity Center, Napa, CA
April 4-6
San Diego County Orchid Society
Spring Show– Orchid Opulence
Scottish Rite Center, San Diego
July 26-27
SDCOS Summer Show
Balboa Park
October 25-26
SDCOS Fall Show
Balboa Park
If you have any announcements that you would like
included in the “Dates to Remember” section of the
newsletter, please e-mail batescroom@cox.net.
All Miltonia spectabilis
needs is lots of light, water,
and time. This plant is a
weed if you grow it bright
and wet, and these 3 1/2”
blooms with a light cherry
scent make tending it even
more rewarding. This is an
indestructible plant that
everyone should try outdoors in San Diego.
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Novice Nook:
Towards a Basic
Orchid Glossary, Volume II.
(A New Section Designed to
Make Our Newsletter Less Esoteric)
By Christopher Croom
Phalaenopsis—a genus of Southeast Asian
orchids which typically like intermediate to
hot climates (60-90 degrees) and to grow
fairly moist. The genus Phalaenopsis has recently been spit into other genera, including
Doritis, Taenia, and Kingidium. Phalaenopsis are also called “moth orchids,” and hybrids
of the genus can stay in bloom for 18 months
or more. Due to the ease of growing Phalaenopsis and their showy flowers, its hybrids
have become among the most important ornamental flowering plants in the United States
in recent years.
Organic Fertilizer—any fertilizer that
comes from natural ingredients that have not
been chemically synthesized, including worm
tea, manure and its tea, fish emulsion, kelp
tea, blood meal, bone meal, and cottonseed
husks. Liquid organic fertilizers should be diluted with water before watering the roots of
your orchids. Solid organic fertilizers work far
better for terrestrial orchids than epiphytes.
Keep in mind that organic fertilizers will almost universally damage open orchid blooms,
an cause an increase in the aging rate of most
organic media.
Inorganic Fertilizer—these are fertilizers
that look like colorful crystals, and typically
contain larger amounts of nitrogen, phosphorous, and potassium, the three main plant nutrients. These can be diluted more than organic fertilizers and will do little or no damage

to open flowers, and less damage to potting media.
Shade House—an excellent structure to erect
anywhere in Southern California for growing
orchids. Made of wood posts and shadecloth,
shade houses will trap humidity and protect orchids from rain and too much sun.
Greenhouse—a structure with posts and
[usually plastic] solid panels on it that do not let
air come and go as freely, like a shade house
does. Can be heated or unheated; heated ones
are vital for anyone trying to grow large
amounts of lowland tropical orchids in San
Diego.
Cold House—a greenhouse with no heat and a
swamp cooler in one end to bring the temperature down a few degrees. Not always necessary,
especially If you live near the coast.
Hot House (hothouse)—a greenhouse that is
set up for warmer growing conditions. Also
used as a synonym for “greenhouse.”
Media or Medium—what the orchid is being
grown in. Fine, medium, and coarse fir bark are
popular and cheapest for most orchids; osmunda and tree fern fiber almost never break
down; green sphagnum and white (New Zealand) sphagnum are best for plants with more
moisture needs; pea gravel, expanded clay, and
small lava rocks are best for orchids receiving a
lot of water; terrestrial growers might use
Scott’s Succulent Mix or coco peat mixed with
perlite from time to time; coconut husk chunks
are used as a long-lasting replacement for fir
bark; heat-treated diatomite is used to maintain
root humidity and allow good drainage; and
some growers use combinations of the above for
certain plants. (continued on pg. 12…)
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Help Hotline
The SDCOS offers this service to members who
seek cultural information about their orchids.
Here are some friendly hobbyists with a great
deal of experience about certain types of orchids,
and they have kindly volunteered to answer your
questions.
Cattleyas, Oncidium/Odonts, Vandaceous
Greenhouse grown, West SD County
Forrest Robinson (858) 270-6105
Species, all types
Indoor and outdoor
Ann & Paul Tuskes (858) 274-5829
Paphiopedilums
Ann Tuskes (858) 274-5829
Phalaenopsis, Cattleyas, Dendrobiums
Bob Swanson (619) 465-2297
Vandas, Ascocendas
Edith and Leno Galvan (619) 441-7503
Encyclias, Epidendrums, Laelias
Christopher Croom (619) 583-3804
Pleurothallids
Christopher Croom (619) 583-3804
Cymbidiums
Loren Batchman— casa@orquideas.com
Sam DeMaria (619) 295-2951
Northeast County, all types
Dave Reid (7 60) 728-7996
San Diego Central
Outdoor, all types
Jim Wright (619) 276-5295
Fred Tomaschke (619) 276-3235

San Diego East County, all types
Bud Close (619) 444-8839
South County, all types
Genie Hammond (619) 426-6831
Ed Marty (619) 470-7175

PLEASE REMEMBER
No animals (except service dogs)
are allowed in the meeting rooms
for the San Diego Orchid Society,
due to an SDCOS Board decision
in response to the needs of our
members. Please respect this rule as you respect your
colleagues in the Society.

~ANDY’S ORCHIDS~
“The Species Specialist”
Beautifully mounted epiphytes and potted terrestrials. Many rare and exotic orchids. Blooming size,
established species are what we do best!
Our MAIL ORDER CATALOG features many new
and unusual species from around the world with descriptions and cultural requirements, plus Andy’s
orchid growing tips. For your copy, call write, fax or
email us and we will send our latest issue.
Your satisfaction is Guaranteed. We take pride in
our reputation for selling a well-established plant
and will replace it if you are not satisfied upon
receipt.
We are open by Appointment Only,
so call in advance and make yours!
Andy Phillips
734 Oceanview Ave., Encinitas, CA 92024
Phone 888-514-2639 Fax 888-632-8991
Email: speciesnut@AndysOrchids.com
Web address: www.AndysOrchids.com
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AOS Membership Special
From now through March 31, 2007 the AOS is offering
discounted membership rates!
Two year sign ups or renewals will receive a coupon
worth $30 off on a retail purchase of $100 or more from
one of more at one of these 12 nurseries:
Carmela Orchids, Carter & Holmes Orchids, Gold
Country Orchids, Hoosier Orchid Company, IGS, KrullSmith, Norman’s Orchids, OFE International, Piping
Rock Orchids, Quest Orchids, R.F. Orchids, Inc., Soroa
Orchids, Inc.
New Members:
Individual:
$49.95/year or two years for $99.95
Joint:
$64.95/year or two years for $129.95
Current Members:
Current members may extend their membership for two
(2) years at the $99.95 rate
In addition to 12 issues of Orchids Magazine, membership in the AOS also includes benefits at over 200 Arboreta and Botanical Gardens throughout the United
States. The following is a partial list of those in Southern California:
Conejo Valley Botanic Garden—10% gift shop discount.
Descanso Gardens—Free admission; 10% gift shop
discount.
Earl Burns Miller Japanese Gardens, CSULB—10%
gift shop discount; discount on admission to special
events – see their website for details.
Japanese Friendship Garden—free admission.
Los Angeles County Arboretum and Botanic Garden—free admission.
Quail Botanical Gardens—free admission.

San Diego Cou nty Orchid Society

Reid’s Orchids Are Here for
Your Collection!
Lots of Cattleyas from Taiwan,
many in sheath, bud and bloom.
Also, many species orchids from
around the world.
Come on in and have a look around.

Cymbidiums in spike, $10 and up!
Cascading Cymbidiums, $25 and
up!
No better deal around.
We need room for some more new orchids.
PLEASE CALL FOR AN
APPOINTMENT
760-728-7996
reidsorchids@msn.com

DAVE REID’S
ORCHIDS

Granite Hills Orchids
Tom Biggart 619.441.9874
1894 Dehesa Road,
El Cajon, CA 92019
FOR SALE
MANY DIFFERENT MATURE
VARIETIES OF

Santa Barbara Botanic Garden—free admission to
the garden.

DENDROBIUM SPECIOSUM

South Coast Botanic Garden—free admission; free
admission to all events except fundraisers; free parking.

PRICES RANGE FROM

For a complete list go to:
www.ahs.org/pdfs/07/0708_RAP_Brochure.pdf

$90 ON UP
CALL FOR AN APPOINTMENT
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Orchid Growers
Want to upgrade the quality of
your potting mix?
There is a solution—Maidenwell Diatomite!
Mined from fresh water diatom deposits in
Australia, heated to 1400 degrees, and
uniformly graded. Maidenwell Diatomite is
ideally sized for your orchids. Fantastic results
have been had by mixing 2 parts diatomite
and 1 part bark or coconut chunks.
$22.00 per bag and available in three sizes;
small, medium and large.
Are you using De-ionized or
Reverse Osmosis water?
Try my custom fertilizer blend—it is specifically
designed for pure water.
Sunset Valley Orchids
Fred Clarke
1255 Navel Place, Vista, CA 92081
760-639-6255
Fred.clarke@worldnet.att.net

Receive your
SDCOS Newsletter
by E-Mail!
Contact Bob Clark at
bob1clark@san.rr.com
You are invited to subscribe
to…
California Garden
The perfect gift for a friend, relative or neighbor.
1 year subscription: $12
2 year subscription: $20
Membership in the SAN DIEGO
Floral Association: $15

(619) 232-5762 ▪ www.sdfloral.org

Back Issues—AOS Bulletin
Back issues of the AOS Bulletin have
been donated to benefit the
Conservation Committee budget.
Please check with Peter Tobias
tobias@scripps.edu or www.sdorchids.com
for pricing and to see what is available.

Casa de las Orquideas
Loren and Nancy Batchman
Southern California’s leading source for Cymbidium and
Zygopetalum seedlings. Over 30,000 plants in stock from 3”
pots to blooming size. Our complete list of seedlings and
flasks is on the web at www.orquideas.com.
Open by appointment only!
170 South Nardo Avenue, Solana Beach, CA 92075
Phone and Fax: (858) 755-7572
E-mail: casa@orquideas.com
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Tricks and Techniques for Keeping Your Orchids Warm (Right
About When You Need Them
Least)
By Christopher Croom
So I was at Kevin Rynearson’s pad the other
day, perusing his orchid growing habitat,
when I stumbled upon a very instructive visual. I noticed that Kevin has built a beautiful
shade structure under which to house his orchids, which is pretty much a must in Rancho
San Diego, unless you are growing the hardiest and most sun-tolerant of orchids. But what
was truly interesting was a tray filled with
Epidendrums right near the edge of his structure. The plants were tucked under the eaves
by just enough that about half of the tray was
completely protected from winter rainfall,
while the other half of the tray was receiving
occasional winter rain when the winds picked
up. Half of the plants in the tray were covered
with the telltale spots caused by plants that
got wet when it was cold, while the other half
of the tray contained virtually spotless plants
that were covered by just enough shadecloth
to be dry enough not to be blemished by the
combination of rain and cold.

during one of our famous “rainstorms,” you
quickly find out why. The intermolecular
bonding between water molecules is so strong
that water tends to go where water has gone
before, and tends to stick to itself. Watching
rain fall in a shade house is like observing
Buddhism in action: the water takes the path
of least resistance, all the time. A few streams
will eventually pour through the shadecloth,
but the streams aren’t likely to fall on more
than a couple of plants at a time, and sometimes the water will find ways of trickling off
of the shadecloth roof altogether.
So, this revisited revelation got me to thinking
about other things you can do to minimize the
cold damage that your plants might experience, beyond covering them with a structure
lined with shadecloth. Granted, these suggestions might have been more helpful in November, but feel free to save this article along
with your National Geographics.
Besides keeping your plants dry at night,
which the shadecloth helps do quite well, you
might consider covering them directly with
lightweight fabrics, like old sheets. This will
keep your outdoor plants warmer by a few degrees by trapping reflected heat (infrared ra-

Now, since I don’t even have a shade structure
to my name, I’m clearly not criticizing Kevin’s
growing conditions, as he saw more spots
from water damage at my house that week
than I saw at his. But I couldn’t resist sharing
this anecdotal information with you: covering
your plants will surely keep them sexier when
it gets cold. I’ve seen this premise in action
repeatedly, and the commercial growers who
house their plants in shadecloth even though
it seems like it might not do anything are absolutely right to do so. Never underestimate
the power of shade and that which provides it.
Kevin’s orchid tray was clearly divided in two
between those who got wet at night when it
was cold, and those that were sheltered.
Soooo, shadecloth is riddled with holes. Why
should it provide protection from sun and
rain? If you’ve ever been inside a shade house
Page 8
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diation, for you sciency folks). Another excellent thing to do to preserve trapped heat is to
grow your orchids as close to the exterior
walls of your house as possible. Growing orchids in trees tends to keep them warmer, too,
as the tree itself emits a barely measurable
amount of heat, and the canopy of the tree will
tend to retain heat, barring gale-force winds.
Moreover, trees will protect orchids from the
dreaded night moisture, which tends to make
our outdoor-grown orchids appear so shabby
in winter. Also, growing orchids in areas protected from wind can reduce any windchill
factors (not something you hear about in San
Diego, but something that every Midwesterner
will tell you are indeed real), and growing orchids right next to large rocks or other objects
that absorb heat during the day and dissipate
it at night will further increase the amount of
therapeutic heat they receive, and decrease
cold damage. You can even grow your plants
next to hot-air vents that expel heat from your
building (such as dryer vents, for instance).
Growing your plants under solid roofs, rather
than shadecloth roofs, tends to trap heat even
more. Every little bit of heat counts in winter,
and every little bit you can add to your collection will ensure that your plants look better
the following spring. The more you follow
these techniques, the less you’ll have to use
the razor blade to prepare your outdoor plants
for spring and summer shows.
This great
“version”
of Dendrobium
topaziacum actually grows
outside
yearround. So,
is it a
“version,”
or a completely new
orchid entirely?

San Diego Cou nty Orchid Society

NET NUGGETS
Ron Kaufmann, 1st Vice President
kaufmann@sandiego.edu

Ground Orchids
www.ground-orchids.de
For most of us, the word
“orchid” conjures up visions of epiphytes with
showy and/or interesting
flowers. However, some of
the showiest and most interesting flowers in the orchid family belong to terrestrial orchids.
Compared to epiphytes, terrestrial orchid species are uncommon in cultivation, in
part because they have a
reputation for being difficult to grow and in part
because there are few
sources for any but the most common terrestrial species.
For those who have
despaired of ever finding a nursery that sells
interesting and unusual terrestrial orchids, your wait may
be over. Ground Orchids offers plants and
flasks of terrestrial
species from around
the world. Here you can find Thelymitra species from Australia, European Ophrys that
mimic the appearance of insects, and South
African Herschelianthes with lips that resemble the beards of old men. In addition to the
species that are offered for sale, this site contains a beautiful photo gallery, with pictures of
many terrestrial orchids not commonly seen.
For those whose interests stretch beyond the
epiphytic realm, Ground Orchids definitely is
worth a visit.
Page 9
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SPRING SHOW INFORMATION
VOLUNTEERS NEEDED AT
SPRING SHOW
By: Lynn Ford
The San Diego County Orchid Society Spring Show
is coming to town – this year on April 4, 5, & 6,
with show set-up on the 3rd.
And, we need Society members to volunteer for
the scores of interesting and fun activities that
your Board has planned for this event. As you
know, this Show raises the funds that keep our
non-profit society running all year, paying for
monthly speakers, donuts, plant tables, Christmas
parties, and other great (and tasty) affairs all year
long. Volunteer yourself or participate with a
friend (or spouse).
We have quiet and sedentary positions to fill, as
well as more active and interactive jobs that need
your participation. I’ll list them here with a brief
description and the person in charge of each activity. Sign-up sheets will be available at our March
meeting and you can call me (Lynn Ford at 619283-4172) or the person in charge, to add on your
name.
CLERK for helping in Ribbon Judging.
Pam Peters (858-481-9020) wants clerks to be
a vital part of the Judging Team. You will locate
the plants to be judged (some plants will be on display tables and some in exhibits), you’ll be in
charge of the ribbon folder and write the info on
the back of each ribbon given. You’ll get good experience on what to look for in a winning plant
and you will have FUN.
CONSERVATION SALES BOOTH
Ron Kaufmann (858-270-7584) Conservation
of orchids in the wild is an important mission of
our Society. All plants have been donated and volunteers are needed to sell them to the public. All
monies herein raised will go to orchid conservation.
MEMBERSHIP BOOTH
Bob Clark (858-270-8352) has all the information and forms that you will need for this “sit

down” job. You can tell interested persons how
much you have enjoyed our meetings and maybe
about some of the speakers, and dinners, that we
have had.
PLANT HOTEL
Esther Sivila (619-429-0789) Esther will supervise her volunteers to carefully store each
plant, marked, numbered, and ready for their
owners return.
SECURITY
Kevin Rynearson (619-447-9957) We need a
lot of people here. You will be directed to your location by Kevin, Head of Security. You will be
keeping show plants and Displays from being disturbed and sale plants out of the Show Room area.
And, making sure all plants leaving the building
have been paid for.
SET-UP AND TEAR-DOWN (THE SHOW):
Charlie Fouquette (619-579-2223) During the
Show Set-Up (Thursday 8am) no knowledge of
construction is needed, just a willingness to help
put together the Display partitions, unloading
plants, bark etc. You might also help by putting
cloths on the display tables, arranging plants for
judging on tables and putting section numbers by
plants, etc.etc.
During the Show Tear Down (Sunday 4pm) Volunteers are needed at the end of the Show to clean up
bark from displays, help people take down their
displays and making sure section partitions and
Show signs are gathered up and taken to the
SDCOS Storage Garage.
TICKET SALES AT FRONT DESK
Naomi Stewart (619-303-1199). Nay Nay will
direct you on selling tickets and collecting money
as people come into the show. She will coordinate
this important function, and we hope that you will
have lots of smiles and lots of patience.
TICKET TAKERS AT THE DOOR – You will
need to stand (or you can sit) at the main door of
the Display Room and take a ticket from each person as they enter. You will need to drop that ticket
Page 10
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in a basket provided, so that each hour a ticket can
be drawn for a door prize. You will also probably
be asked the location of the rest rooms or other
general information.
CORSAGE BOOTH
Jim Reid (619-223-3961). Volunteers will
learn to make beautiful corsages and other orchid
displays. Experienced corsage makers will make
up corsages for sale and hourly door prizes. They
will also prepare beautiful vases of orchids for discriminating buyers.
MERCHANDISE SALES
We will have lots of items to sell to help increase
our Societies coffers. Umbrellas, T-Shirts, tote
bags and more. This can be a sit-down job and we
would like to have two persons at a time, at this
position.
VOLUNTEER !!
BE THERE OR BE SQUARE

SATURDAY NIGHT DINNER
We are going to try something different this year in response to many
members suggestions and at this moment the final plans are not set. Genie Hammond will have the completed details at the March meeting.
We do know that dinner will be held at the Scottish Rite immediately following the close of the
show on Saturday, April 5 at 6pm.

SDCOS SHOW TICKETS
Help the Society sell tickets to the
incredible Spring Show, Orchid
Opulence, on April 4-6.
Tickets are in packs of six for $25.00. The tickets
are $5.00 each pre-sale with one extra ticket bonus or you can also sell it, too.
Please consider picking them up at the monthly
meeting to save postage costs for the Society.

CORSAGE TABLE
At past Orchid Shows, some of you
have greatly helped the Corsage Table by donating cut blooms or greenery, volunteering with set-up, making corsages and arrangements, or
clean-up. Please consider doing so
again on April 4, 5, or 6 at Scottish Rite Temple. If
you let Sue Fouquette know, your name will be
posted there on a thank you list.
Here are some ideas for useable greenery:
Belle Garner recommends LEAVES of geranium,
aspidistra (Cast Iron Plant), philodendron, sm. or
med. Aralia, boxwood, Coprosma (Mirror Plant),
leather fern, lemon, and Smilax. New Zealand Orchid Society recommends LEAVES of Pittosporum, Camellia, conifers, with flat leaf formation, sm. flax, and fern. Genie Hammond recommends very small FLOWERS for filler such as
Australian and New Zealand teas, and Geraldton
Waxflowers.

PLANT REGISTRATION
We encourage you to enter your plants in the
show. The more plants entered, the more spectacular the show. Registration is Thursday from
6:00 to 10:00 pm, and Friday morning from 7:00
am to 9:00 am. Plants will not be accepted after
9:00 a.m. Friday morning. If you have several
plants to bring in on Friday morning, please bring
them in early. Registration tags will be available at
the March 4 general meeting. Take some home to
fill out in advance for the plants you will be registering.
Registration forms require the following information: section, class, plant name, and your name.
Filling out the plant name and your name prior to
coming will make the registration process go
quicker. Clerks at the registration table will help
you properly identify the section and class. Remember to have your plants and leaves clean, with
spikes properly staked so the flowers are well presented and secure in their pots. You may enter
your plants for ribbon judging as well as AOS
judging. Make sure to tell the registration clerks if
you want your plants entered for AOS judging.
Amateurs will use white registration tags and Vendors (Commercial) use green tags.
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Board Meeting Minutes
February 7, 2008
Attendees:
Bob Clark, Lynn Ford, Genie
Hammond, Dave Hoffmaster, Steve Mallory,
Kevin Rynearson, David Brown, Ron Kaufmann.
The Board Meeting was called to order by President Genie Hammond following the Spring Show
Meeting.
Minutes of January 2008 Board Meeting were approved. Treasurer presented the financial report
for January 2008. A motion to file the report for
audit was made and seconded.
The Winter Mini Show balance sheet was submitted and approved by the Board.
Genie Hammond reported that the Masonic Temple paid the attorneys fees.
David Brown reported that he was printing up his
second article for the SDCOS Newsletter. He also
reported that the problem with workers for Balboa
Park was being resolved and he would keep the
SDCOS Board updated. He also gave Genie
Hammond the current “open” dates at Balboa
Park on which the Society will hold its Summer,
Fall, and Winter Mini Shows. These dates will be
confirmed later.
The Board discussed a donation to the AOS Conservation Fund and voted not to make a donation
at this time.
Ron Kaufmann doesn’t yet have a firm commitment for the March Speaker. The Novice Class
speaker is also not yet confirmed and will be announced later.
Ron Kaufmann did note that Ron McKatton
(A.O.S. Vice President) has agreed to be our
speaker for the April 2008 meeting. The topic is
to be announced later.
The meeting was adjourned at 8:45 PM.
Respectfully submitted,
Lynn Ford, Treasurer

San Diego Cou nty Orchid Society

SDCOS Membership Survey
Please send your completed SDCOS survey to
P.O. Box 161020, San Diego, CA, 92176 or drop
it off at a Society meeting.
(...continued
from
pg.
4)
Paphiopedilum—a Paphiopedilum is a lady’s
slipper orchid, part of a genus of about 80 orchids occurring in China, India, and Southeast
Asia. “Paphs,” as they are commonly called,
have a prominent, pouched lip with a flared
dorsal sepal which is usually decorated.
Phragmipedium—the New World equivalent
of Paphiopedilum. These are very wet growers
with lips that are pouched, but not usually as
large when compared to Paphs. These occur
from Central America through South America,
and do not interbreed with Paphs, despite
similarities in flower morphology.
Cypripedium—The North American, European, and temperate Asian version of lady’s
slippers. Typically beautiful and hard to grow.
Terrestrial—any orchid that grows in the
ground in the wild, rather than on trees,
shrubs, or rocks. Terrestrials often have
blooms with startlingly different colors and
shapes, and some can grow in potting soil-type
media (but most orchid growers still grow
these in media that are easier to control).
Botanical—an old-fashioned name for orchids with more diminutive, less gaudy flowers, that are usually species orchids that have
less apparent commercial value. Also, the
name that some Cattleya, Cymbidium, and
Paph growers use to refer to many species. A
moniker for any orchid with flowers that you
think are too small to bother growing.
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MEMBERSHIP

ORCHID
SUPPLIES!

We invite you to join the San Diego County
Orchid Society! With your membership you
will receive the newsletter and many other
benefits, including a holiday party and a free
orchid at the end of the year!

WOOD & WIRE BASKETS  FIR BARK

To join, please send your check for $15 for an
individual membership or $20 for a dual
membership, payable to SDCOS , to:

FERTILIZER  TREE FERN PRODUCTS
CORK BARK  NZ SPHAGNUM MOSS
HUMIDITY TRAYS  CLEAR PLASTIC POTS
POTTING MIXES  FERTILIZER INJECTORS

AND SO MUCH MORE!!
WWW.ORCHID-SUPPLIES.COM
WE ARE THE WEST COAST’S LARGEST

San Diego County Orchid Society
P.O. Box 161020
San Diego, CA 92176
For further details, e-mail Bob Clark at
bob1clark@san.rr.com.

DISTRIBUTOR OF ORCHID SUPPLIES—
WHOLESALE INQUIRIES WELCOME!
Or contact us at

CALWEST TROPICAL SUPPLY
11614 Sterling Ave., Riverside, CA 92503
For a free catalog call us at
800-301-9009 or 951-351-1880

WORLD-FAMOUS
San Diego Zoo
✏ DUAL MEMBERSHIP - $89

Cal Pacific
Orchid Farm

(Current Member Renewal Rate - $74)

1000’s of blooming orchids in our

✔ For two adults in the same household.
✔ A year of FREE UNLIMITED ADMISSION to both
the San Diego Zoo and Wild Animal Park.
✔ 2 FREE GUEST PASSES.
✔ 6 discount guest coupons good towards admission.
✔ A ONE YEAR SUBSCRIPTION TO ZOONOOZ
✔ FREE Zoo Skyfari.
✔ Monthly member specials.
✔ 4 two-for-one coupons for Zoo Bus Tour.
✏ SINGLE MEMBERSHIP - $71

36,000 square foot greenhouse
Brassia • Encyclia • Cattleya • Miltonia
Colmanara • Mokara • Phalaenopsis
Cymbidium • Oncidium • Vanda
Dendrobium • Paphiopedilum • Degarmora
Species • Mounted Plants • And More

The Southland’s Largest Showroom

Open to the Public

(Current Member Renewal Rate - $59)
✔ For one adult.
✔ All of the benefits described above for one adult.
Prices and benefits subject to change.
For more information, call 619.231.0251
or call toll free 877.3.MEMBER.
visit our website: www.sandiegozoo.org
Your membership supports our plant and animal collections
and includes a monthly visit to our Orchid Odyssey on the
third Friday of each month from 10am until 2pm.

We Also Offer:
Custom Arrangements
Room & Board Program
FedEx Shipping Nationwide
Hours: 8 a.m.— 4 p.m. M-F
9 a.m.— 4 p.m. Sat
(760) 436-0317

1122 Orpheus Ave
Leucadia, CA 92024
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Letter From the Editor
Dear SDCOS,
Have you ever noticed that orchids are the most ubiquitous plants that no one knows how to take care of?
Shoot, the Today show used to have an orchid in the back of every interview shot, and probably still does
now if you look hard enough (but who besides us would bother, right?). You’ll see them on 60 Minutes a
lot, too, and a few moments before I wrote this ABC had a promotional commercial for its spring programs
featuring a red Cymbidium hybrid. Unfortunately, many or most of TV’s live orchids end up in the trash
because people don’t know how to take care of them. It reminds me of a friend of mine to whom I gave a
beautifully mounted Oncidium, and when I went back to her house six weeks later and saw the plant in the
trash (cork mount included) she told me “It had no more flowers, so it died and I threw it away,” despite
the fact that it was still very green and thriving. Make sure to remember that the presence of flowers usually has little to do with the overall health of your orchids.
Also, I’m hoping that you and your plant collections are enduring winter, and that you are ready to start
fertilizing more soon. We’re probably out of the thick of our cold temperatures, so you should think of
starting to increase your watering if it doesn’t rain on your plants, and starting to
Contact Information:
slowly move things outside during the day if you’re a greenhouse-free home
grower. Spring is also a season to start looking for new growths and flowers and
Christopher Croom
to begin repotting. We all should have our hands full for the next few months,
not withstanding our annual show, starting on the 4th of April. Be there or be
(619) 583-3804
square!
Happy Growing,
batescroom@cox.net
Christopher

