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NOVICE MEETING
November 4, 6:30 PM–Casa Del Prado—Room 104
By: Dave Hoffmaster, 2nd Vice President

I would like to thank Loren Batchman for
his informative presentation on orchid
viruses.
As orchid hobbyists and enthusiasts, we
need to be concerned about viruses and
take the necessary steps to protect our
plants form them. We need to know what
to look for and what to do if we suspect a
plant has a virus. Loren covered the
warning signs to look for in the leaves
and flowers. He also covered how viruses

spread between plants and what steps we
can take to assure we do not inadvertently
spread them ourselves. Thanks again,
Loren!
Next month I will give you my thoughts on
fertilizer. Actually, it will be my thoughts on
water and fertilizer as the two are tied together. As the song says, you can’t have one
without the other, but you will have to come
to the meeting to understand why I say that.
I hope to see you on November 4th.

GENERAL MEETING
November 4, 7:30 PM–Casa Del Prado—Room 101
By Ron Kaufmann, 1st Vice President

The speaker at our general meeting in November will be Ron Parsons. His topic will
be “Rarities and Oddities: Rare and Unusual Orchid Species”. As you all know,
the orchid family includes many species
that are more than just a little strange.
Ron will talk about some of the strangest
orchids you can imagine and some you
probably can’t! The plant table for the November meeting will be provided by
Andy’s Orchids, and you can expect to see
some rarities and oddities that could become part of your own collection!
Ron Parsons has been growing orchids for
over 30 years and photographing them for
26 years. He is a superb and prolific photographer, with a collection that includes
well over 35,000 slides of species orchids
and still is growing (at least until the film

runs out). If you’ve been reading orchid
publications for more than a few months,
chances are you’ve seen some of Ron’s photos. He has written articles for the Orchid
Digest & Australian Orchid Review, and has
published many pictures in Orchids magazine, as well as numerous orchid books,
magazines, newspapers and advertisements. Ron is a popular and much-soughtafter speaker, and we are very fortunate to
have him speak to our society.
Ron is also interested in and lectures on
California wildflowers, cacti & succulents,
bromeliads, carnivorous plants and gesneriads. Within the last few years he has
published two books with Mary Gerritsen,
one on Masdevallias and the other about
Calochortus, a genus of beautiful bulbous
plants from western North America.
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Receive your
SDCOS Newsletter
by E-Mail!
Contact Bob Clark at
bob1clark@san.rr.com
We're Seeing Spots!
The Casa de las Orquideas Open House is coming up!

Past President:

Genie Hammond

Meetings
San Diego Orchid Society meetings are held the first
Tuesday of each month at the Casa Del Prado in Balboa Park.
Novice Class:
6:30 p.m., Room 104
General Meeting:
7:30 p.m., Room 101

Newsletter Entries

We have new meristems of many of our spotted cymbidiums, including several cultivars of Cym. Pepperpuss! Also, we have our usual selection of new seedlings
and plenty of new blooming size cyms and zygopetalums.
Come join us December 6th and 7th from 9 AM to 4 PM!
We will be joined once again by The Rowland Collection,
Andy's Orchids, and Islander Delights.
www.orquideas.com • casa@orquideas.com • 858-755-7572

Parking is limited - please consider carpooling.
Loren and Nancy Batchman
Casa de las Orquideas

If you have monthly meetings, classifieds, submissions of interest, photos, or announcements related
to orchids, please contact Christopher Croom at
(619) 583-3804 or batescroom@cox.net.

Advertisers
Please contact Lynn Ford at (619) 283-4172 or
lynnford10@earthlink.net.
Information for the December newsletter must be
submitted November 15th.

CALAVO GARDENS
Orchid Pots and Supplies
Specializing in the needs of the orchid grower

Now on hand! Heavy duty, double clip, wire
hangers! Use for plastic and clay pots
4044 Calavo Drive, La Mesa
619-660-9810 bmach16814@aol.com
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Orchid Dates to Remember
November 1, 9 a.m.
SDCOS Species Group Meeting
First Saturday of the month
Paul or Ann Tuskes (858) 274-5829
November 5
Palomar Orchid Society Meeting
Culture class at 6:30. Meeting at 7:30 p.m.
First Wednesday of the month
The Carlsbad Woman’s Club
3320 Monroe Street, Carlsbad
Melana Walding (760) 295-7228
November 4, 6:30 p.m
SDCOS Novice Meeting
First Tuesday of the month
Casa Del Prado, Balboa Park, Room 104
November 4, 7:30 p.m
SDCOS General Meeting
First Tuesday of the month
Casa Del Prado, Balboa Park, Room 101
November 6, 7:00 p.m.
SDCOS Board Meeting
Normally, the Thursday following the General
Meeting (usually the first Thursday of the month;
second Friday of the month in rare cases)
Balboa Park, Rm. 104
Pam Peters (858) 481-9020
November 19
Cymbidium Society Meeting
Regular meeting, third Wednesday of month
Culture class at 6:30, Meeting at 7:00 p.m.
The Carlsbad Woman's Club
3320 Monroe Street, Carlsbad (858) 748-8355
November 21
San Diego Zoo's Orchid Odyssey
Third Friday of the month
10 AM-2 PM
(orchid greenhouse is open)
Janette Gerrity (619) 231-1515 ext. 4306
If you have any announcements that you would
like included in the “Dates to Remember” section
of the newsletter, please e-mail batescroom@cox.net.
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SDCOS Conservation Committee Raises Money at
San Diego International Orchid Fair
The SDCOS Conservation Committee would like to
thank everyone who contributed to the success of
our sales booth at this year’s San Diego International Orchid Fair. Thanks to the generosity of the
people who donated plants and the hard work of a
dedicated group of volunteers, we raised over
$2,300 to support orchid conservation!!
Donations were provided by Loren Batchman,
Bruce Berg, Marv & Elaine Dellinger, Charley Fouquette, Siv Garrod, Karen Gless, Cindy Hill, Dave
Hoffmaster, Ron Kaufmann, Lesley Kingsbury,
Leo Lenard, Ben Machado, Tom Osborn, Steve
Pruyn, Keith Rogers, Peter Tobias and Jim
Wright, as well as several anonymous donors.
The other major contributor in our success was
the effort of our volunteers who planned and set
up the sales booth and staffed it throughout the
fair. These hard working people included Bruce
Berg, Dave Hoffmaster, Clay Johnson and John
Kidwell. Special thanks go to Dave Hoffmaster for
transporting plants and booth setup and to John
Kidwell for his seemingly tireless work at the sales
booth throughout the weekend. Our thanks to
everyone who helped to make this show a success.
We couldn’t have done it without you!
Ron Kaufmann
Chair, SDCOS Conservation Committee
P.S. I apologize if I’ve accidentally left off the
names of any donors or volunteers. Please contact
me, and I’ll make sure to acknowledge your contribution in next month’s newsletter.

San Diego County
Orchid Society
Spring Show

March 13-15, 2009
Scottish Rite Center
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NET NUGGETS

Orchid Growers

Ron Kaufmann, 1st Vice President
kaufmann@sandiego.edu

Want to upgrade the quality of
your potting mix?

Exotic Orchids of Maui
www.mauiorchids.com
One of the most pleasant climates for orchid
growing is the state of
Hawaii. Blessed with
good weather and
clean water, orchids
thrive and orchid
growers enjoy the
benefits of not having
to confine their plants to a glass or plastic enclosure for at least part of the year. As a result, Hawaii is home to many orchid nurseries, including
some of my personal favorites. One of the most
interesting of these is Exotic Orchids of Maui.
Owners Mike Blietz and Carol Choda have been in
business for a decade, selling a nice variety of orchids to suit almost
everyone’s
tastes
and budget. Their
web site has information for novice
growers, plus a useful
pronunciation
guide and a list of
Hawaiian botanical
gardens that include
orchids in their displays. EOM offers a tempting
array of orchids, from Bulbophyllums to vandaceous plants, with a good selection of species and
many intriguing hybrids that come from EOM’s
own breeding program. I always like
to see nurseries
develop their own
breeding lines; the
plants that result
from those efforts
reflect the interests
and talents of the
hybridizer and usually are available only from the nursery that bred
them. If you’ve never browsed EOM’s selection, I
recommend a visit to mauiorchids.com.

There is a solution—Maidenwell Diatomite!
Mined from fresh water diatom deposits in
Australia, heated to 1400 degrees, and
uniformly graded. Maidenwell Diatomite is
ideally sized for your orchids. Fantastic results
have been had by mixing 2 parts diatomite
and 1 part bark or coconut chunks.
$22.00 per bag and available in three sizes;
small, medium and large.
Are you using De-ionized or
Reverse Osmosis water?
Try my custom fertilizer blend—it is specifically
designed for pure water.
Sunset Valley Orchids
Fred Clarke
1255 Navel Place, Vista, CA 92081
760-639-6255
Fred.clarke@worldnet.att.net

Back Issues—AOS Bulletin
Back issues of the AOS Bulletin have
been donated to benefit the
Conservation Committee budget.
Please check with Peter Tobias
tobias@scripps.edu or www.sdorchids.com
for pricing and to see what is available.

You are invited to subscribe
to…
California Garden
The perfect gift for a friend, relative or neighbor.
1 year subscription: $12
2 year subscription: $20
Membership in the SAN DIEGO
Floral Association: $15

(619) 232-5762 ▪ www.sdfloral.org
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Help Hotline
The SDCOS offers this service to members who
seek cultural information about their orchids.
Here are some friendly hobbyists with a great
deal of experience about certain types of orchids,
and they have kindly volunteered to answer your
questions.
Cattleyas, Oncidium/Odonts, Vandaceous
Greenhouse grown, West SD County
Forrest Robinson (858) 270-6105
Species, all types
Indoor and outdoor
Ann & Paul Tuskes (858) 274-5829
Paphiopedilums
Ann Tuskes (858) 274-5829
Phalaenopsis, Cattleyas, Dendrobiums
Bob Swanson (619) 465-2297
Vandas, Ascocendas
Edith and Leno Galvan (619) 441-7503
Encyclias, Epidendrums, Laelias
Christopher Croom (619) 583-3804
Pleurothallids
Christopher Croom (619) 583-3804
Cymbidiums
Loren Batchman— casa@orquideas.com
Sam DeMaria (619) 295-2951
Northeast County, all types
Dave Reid (7 60) 728-7996
San Diego Central
Outdoor, all types
Jim Wright (619) 276-5295
Fred Tomaschke (619) 276-3235
San Diego East County, all types
Bud Close (619) 444-8839
South County, all types
Genie Hammond (619) 422-2235
Ed Marty (619) 470-7175

November 2008

Cal Pacific
Orchid Farm
1000’s of blooming orchids in our
36,000 square foot greenhouse
Brassia • Encyclia • Cattleya • Miltonia
Colmanara • Mokara • Phalaenopsis
Cymbidium • Oncidium • Vanda
Dendrobium • Paphiopedilum • Degarmora
Species • Mounted Plants • And More

The Southland’s Largest Showroom

Open to the Public
We Also Offer:
Custom Arrangements
Room & Board Program
FedEx Shipping Nationwide
Hours: 8 a.m.— 4 p.m. M-F
9 a.m.— 4 p.m. Sat
(760) 436-0317

1122 Orpheus Ave
Leucadia, CA 92024

~ANDY’S ORCHIDS~
“The Species Specialist”
Beautifully mounted epiphytes and potted terrestrials. Many rare and exotic orchids. Blooming
size, established species are what we do best!
Our MAIL ORDER CATALOG features many new and
unusual species from around the world with descriptions and cultural requirements, plus Andy’s orchid
growing tips. For your copy, call write, fax or email us
and we will send our latest issue.

Your satisfaction is Guaranteed. We take
pride in our reputation for selling a wellestablished plant and will replace it if you are
not satisfied upon receipt.
We are open by Appointment Only,
so call in advance and make yours!
Andy Phillips
734 Oceanview Ave., Encinitas, CA 92024
Phone 888-514-2639 Fax 888-632-8991
speciesnut@AndysOrchids.com
www.AndysOrchids.com
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Laelia anceps ‘SANBAR Gloriosa’
earned a 1st Place and Best of section
for group 9A at the Balboa Park Fall
Show, and was submitted by Craig
Johnson.

Paphiopedilum Guacamole, which looks to be
of malipoense/micranthum heritage, earned
Ray Brandt a 1st Place/Best of Section in 5G.

San Diego Cou nty Orchid Society

Oops. Every once in a while one falls through the
cracks. I don’t seem to have written down the name of
this incredible plant, which I felt had the most stunning and deliciously fragrant blooms in the show.

Phalaenopsis Sweet Strawberry, grown
by Renate Schmidt, took 1st place and
Best of Section for 6E and positively
looked like candy.

Encyclia Orchid Jungle, entered by
Renate Schmidt, earned a 1st Place and
Best of Section for 8C. This plant is a
primary hybrid between two warm growers: E. alata and E. phoenicea.
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SDCOS Fall Show Winners

Oncidium Rabbit Ears ‘Hop Along’,
grown by Craig Johnson, earned a
1st/Best of Section for 7A.
Irma C. Adams’s mini Cymbidium Golden
Elf ‘Sundust’ earned a 1st place and Best of
Section for 1G at the Fall Show at the Prado.

Potinara Burana Beauty ‘Burana’ is a great example of a
multigeneric, compact, peloric Cattleya Alliance
“artshade” hybrid. All those things combined equal
“real purdy.”

Cattleya Blue Shadow,
grown by Felisa P. Acantialdo (and Ernie) was the
Best of Show, and also
earned 1st place and Best
of Section for 3G.
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SDCOS Conservation Grant
Awardees 2008
The SDCOS Conservation Committee met on
September 23rd to evaluate applications from
a number of people and organizations. After
careful consideration, the Committee recommended the following three grants for funding. All three of these recommendations were
approved by the SDCOS board at the October
board meeting.
A vote of the membership is required for all
society expenditures in excess of $750, and a
motion to approve these five awards will be
made at the monthly General Meeting on November 4th. If you have any questions about
these applications or the review or approval
process, please contact Ron Kaufmann
(kaufmann@sandiego.edu) by November 3rd.

Identification and Mapping of Orchids
in Macaé de Cima, Brazil. Submitted by
David and Izabel Miller, Rio Atlantic Forest
Trust, Brazil. The Atlantic Rainforest has been
identified by Conservation International as
one of the premier biodiversity hotspots in the
world. More than 90% of the original forest
has been lost to urbanization and agriculture,
however remnants of the original forest still
remain. Macaé de Cima is a reserve that includes 500 acres covering an elevation range
of 1100-1600 m that includes many orchid
species. In 1955, 30% of this property was
burned accidentally and currently is in various
stages of recovery. The remaining 70% is
original forest. The reserve owners have made
informal studies of the recovery process, using
the original forest as a reference frame, but
they have never mapped the reserve or the orchids that live there. The purpose of this project is to map the terrain and orchids at Macaé
de Cima to facilitate the long-term management of the property and enhance its value for
future studies of orchid ecology and conservation. Total amount recommended = $2,000

San Diego Cou nty Orchid Society

Orchid Survey of Ilha Grande, Rio de
Janeiro, Brazil. Submitted by OrquidaRio,
the orchid society of Rio de Janeiro, Brazil.
The area of Ilha Grande covers approximately
74 square miles of the Atlantic Rainforest.
This region houses high biological diversity
and is part of the “Mosaico da Bocaina” (Bocaina mosaic), an area of great ecological importance. Roughly 60% of Ilha
Grande belongs to a state park that is a popular destination for eco-tourists. Preliminary
observations from Ilha Grande suggest that it
may contain more than 200 species of orchids, but they have not been surveyed systematically. The proposed project will include
a survey of the orchid species growing at Ilha
Grande. Information about the orchids that
occur naturally in this area will be used as a
foundation for environmental education programs in local communities and at the state
park, as well as provide a baseline for ecological restoration efforts in the park. Total
amount recommended = $2,860

Implementation of an Orchid Rescue
Center at the El Pahuma Orchid Reserve, Ecuador. Submitted by the Ceiba
Foundation for Tropical Conservation. The El
Pahuma Orchid Reserve is a privately-owned
forest protected under a conservation easement that the SDCOS helped to fund. The purpose of the reserve is to protect native Ecuadorian orchid species and their natural habitat, and to provide public education about the
biology and conservation of orchids. Recently,
the reserve has been licensed by the Ecuadorian Ministry of the Environment as one of the
country’s orchid rescue centers for plants displaced by development projects or confiscated
from illegal collections. This application is for
support to establish and begin to operate a facility to house rescued orchids. Total amount
recommended = $1,455
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When Flowers Do Not Indicate Health: “Masting”
and Its Consequences for
Orchid Culture
By Christopher Croom
I’ve had numerous encounters with orchid
lovers over the years about their plants, as a
consultant, a vendor, a guest speaker, or a
special-interest-group member, and I’ve repeatedly encountered the idea that “If my
plant is blooming, I’m not doing anything
wrong.” Growing problems are often exonerated by this view, just as lack of knowledge is
often excused by the “flower=health” ethos.
“Flower=health” is why folks who are misinformed about orchids often throw them away
when their flowers disappear. I gave a 7pound Oncidium to a friend in order to get her
interested in orchids, and the plant and its
mount were thrown away six weeks after I
gave it to her, because “it was dead.” Orchids
are perennials, not annuals, and individual
plants can live for hundreds of years. There
are a handful of orchids that never seem to
live long in the wild or in captivity, but these
orchids are typically harder to get your hands
on.
New orchid growers will often make the mistake of thinking that just because the plant
has rich green leaves and an inflorescence,
that it must be thriving. Nothing can further
be the truth if the roots of said plant have almost completely rotted, and Phalaenopsis and
Cattleya that are not being repotted often
enough will sometimes appear to thrive above
the surface of the mix. This can happen to any
orchid, and the occasional disconnect between
root health and overall plant appearance has
given rise to clear plastic pots so that growers
can monitor root health instantly. Since root
health ensures the long term health of the entire plant, a plant with no healthy roots is
doomed to a hard fall sometime very soon.

San Diego Cou nty Orchid Society

Here’s where masting comes in: masting is the
flowery last season of life for many kinds of
plants, and is an evolutionary “last-ditch” effort to get a massive amount of seeds in the
ground (or in the air) before environmental
conditions completely prevent continued life
in that area or at that time. Consequently,
many plants will literally bloom themselves to
death if conditions are not optimal for their
growth, and many orchids are no exception to
this botanical rule of flowering plants. In fact,
one of the theories about why plants even
evolved flowers has to do with the plants
needing to hide from dinosaurs as seeds for a
couple of months until the dinosaurs wandered away hungry and ate somewhere else.
So, if you think a plant is worse for wear and
it’s blooming just the same, check it for other
problems to make sure your orchid isn’t toying with your confidence and blooming itself
to death. While orchids are tough plants that
can often survive less-than-ideal growing conditions, leaf damage (excluding sunburn) and
any off colors may also help you determine if
the plant is genuinely healthy or just blooming.
So, if you believe your orchid is just looking
appealing and the roots really might be dead
because it’s very pale in appearance and has
been shrinking or hasn’t been repotted in a
long time, sometimes it’s better to trim back
the blooms and repot rather than let happen
what you waited all year to happen but may
never see again if the roots rot away during
the time the blooms are alive. Tough decisions
are what our hobby is all about.

Volunteer Needed to
Coordinate Carpooling!
Many SDCOS members have requested a
need to carpool to our monthly meetings, so
we need a volunteer to organize our Society
according to region, and set up the necessary
phone tree.
Please call David Brown at
(619) 294-5925 if you are interested!
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San Diego County
Orchid Society
Board Meeting Minutes
October 9, 2008
Pam Peters, Secretary
Minutes of the SDCOS Board meetings need
to be approved by the Board before publication in the Society newsletter. This may result
in a one month delay before posting them in
the newsletter.

Monthly Report on AOS
Judging at Quail Botanical
Gardens
Helmut Rohrl
Judging at the Encinitas site (Quail Gardens,
Administration (Ecke) Building) begins at
7:00 pm on the first Monday of each month.
The facility opens at 6:30 pm. Anyone interested in orchids is encouraged and welcome
at the sessions. Visitors may join the judging
teams at their tables, but cannot participate
in the judging process. Anyone who wants to
exhibit plants for judging but is unable to
bring the plants to Quail Gardens, please
contact one the local judges or have others
bring the plants to the facility.
At the 06. October, 2008 Encinitas session
five cultivars were shown and one were
awarded.

San Diego Cou nty Orchid Society

Brazil, with four flowers on one stem and
Natural Spread of 13.5 cm; sepals and petals
lavender purple; lip tubular, distally ruffled
and dark magenta; throat golden brown shading to purple, striated yellow.
Cattleya labiata var. rubra, a species from
Brazil, with seven flowers on two stems and
Natural Spread of 9.5 cm; sepals and petals
relatively flat and of good shape, lavender purple; lip tubular, distally ruffled and dark magenta; throat golden brown shading to purple,
striated yellow. HCC/AOS.
Cattleya labiata var. alba, a species from Brazil, with four flowers on stem and Natural
Spread of 11.2 cm; sepals and petals paper
white; lip tubular, distally ruffled and paper
white; throat orange brown, striated yellow.
Cattleya lobata var. concolor, a species from
Brazil, with three flowers on one stem and
Natural Spread of 9.2 cm; sepals and petals
white faintly suffused light lavender; lip tubular, distally ruffled and white, faintly suffused
light lavender; throat brown, striated yellow.

San Diego County Orchid
Society Membership
We invite you to join the
San Diego County Orchid
Society! Receive this
newsletter and many
other benefits, including a
holiday party and a free
orchid at the end of the year!

Linda Burzell presented five Cattleyas.
Cattleya labiata var. rubra, a species from
Brazil, with seven flowers and two buds on
three stems and Natural Spread of 13.5 cm;
sepals and petals lavender purple; lip tubular, distally ruffled and dark magenta; throat
golden brown shading to purple, striated yellow.
Cattleya labiata var. rubra, a species from

To join, please send your check for $15 for an
individual membership or $20 for a dual
membership, payable to SDCOS , to:
San Diego County Orchid Society
P.O. Box 161020
San Diego, CA 92176
For further details, e-mail Bob Clark at
bob1clark@san.rr.com.
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Granite Hills Orchids
WINTER CRAFT FAIR

WORLD-FAMOUS
San Diego Zoo
✏ DUAL MEMBERSHIP - $89
(Current Member Renewal Rate - $74)
✔ For two adults in the same household.

at the home of Tom and Neal Biggart
1894 Dehesa Rd. El Cajon, CA
The following crafts will be presented:
Pottery
Jewelry
Wood working
Mosaics
Exotic jackets
Please call for further info
at 619-441-9874

SANTA BARBARA ORCHID ESTATE
Every day a different orchid—check out
"Orchid-Of-The-Day" at www.sborchid.com
Specializing in outdoor-growing
orchids for coastal California,
Cymbidium species & hybrids, and species.
Open daily: Mon-Sat, 8 to 4:30, Sun 11-4
1250 Orchid Drive, Santa Barbara, CA 93111
Phone: (800)553-3387 Fax: (805) 683-3405

✔ A year of FREE UNLIMITED ADMISSION to both
the San Diego Zoo and Wild Animal Park.
✔ 2 FREE GUEST PASSES.
✔ 6 discount guest coupons good towards admission.
✔ A ONE YEAR SUBSCRIPTION TO ZOONOOZ
✔ FREE Zoo Skyfari.
✔ Monthly member specials.
✔ 4 two-for-one coupons for Zoo Bus Tour.
✏ SINGLE MEMBERSHIP - $71
(Current Member Renewal Rate - $59)
✔ For one adult.
✔ All of the benefits described above for one adult.
Prices and benefits subject to change.
For more information, call 619.231.0251
or call toll free 877.3.MEMBER.
visit our website: www.sandiegozoo.org
Your membership supports our plant and animal collections
and includes a monthly visit to our Orchid Odyssey on the
third Friday of each month from 10am until 2pm.

ORCHID
SUPPLIES!
WOOD & WIRE BASKETS  FIR BARK
FERTILIZER  TREE FERN PRODUCTS
CORK BARK  NZ SPHAGNUM MOSS
HUMIDITY TRAYS  CLEAR PLASTIC POTS
POTTING MIXES  FERTILIZER INJECTORS

AND SO MUCH MORE!!
WWW.ORCHID-SUPPLIES.COM

WALTER ANDERSEN NURSERY

WE ARE THE WEST COAST’S LARGEST

Since 1928—A San Diego Tradition of Excellence

DISTRIBUTOR OF ORCHID SUPPLIES—
WHOLESALE INQUIRIES WELCOME!

3642 Enterprise, San Diego
(Near Pacific Hwy. & Barnett)
SELECT FROM MANY FLOWERING ORCHIDS ON DISPLAY!
ALL THE SUPPLIES YOU NEED FOR GROWING ARE HANDY!

Free Garden Classes 9:00 am every Saturday
12755 Danielson Court, Poway
619-224-8271 and 858-513-4900

Or contact us at

CALWEST TROPICAL SUPPLY
11614 Sterling Ave., Riverside, CA 92503
For a free catalog call us at
800-301-9009 or 951-351-1880
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Letter From the Editor
Dear SDCOS,
I bet you’re noticing that this autumn is no average autumn in San Diego. Not only does the Farmer’s Almanac predict that this winter will be unusually cold, but we’ve been having unusually hot and dry days
which have lead to unusually cold and clear nights. The infrared radiation that the Earth absorbs during
the day is trapped by nighttime clouds, and when Santa Anas are in full effect, there are no nighttime
clouds, so all the heat energy that the Earth absorbs during the day that doesn’t get trapped by greenhouse
gases is radiated out into space.
When temperatures rise, water more, and do the same when humidity decreases. Santa Ana conditions
provide your plants an opportunity to still pretend it’s summer, and many items in your collection are
probably continuing to grow vigorously. You might have even had a second blooming cycle in a couple of
your plants. Be vigilant about cold damage, however, because “Kind words butter no parsnips and harsh
words break no bones” (or so a recent fortune cookie would have me believe), and the Santa Ana conditions encourage prematurely cold winter temperatures. Have old bedsheets handy to cover any outdoor
orchids that you cannot bring inside if overnight frost is predicted in your
Contact Information:
neighborhood .
Christopher Croom
(619) 583-3804
batescroom@cox.net

Anyway, I’m learning more and more that “weekly, weakly” is an excellent fertilizer regimen if you don’t have injectors. There are a surprising number of plants
in our collections that require more nitrogen to produce reliably large new
growths that can actually combat shrinkage.
Happy Growing,
Christopher

