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NOVICE MEETING
June 2, 6:30 PM–Casa Del Prado—Room 104
By: Dave Hoffmaster, 2nd Vice President

Our speaker for the June novice class will
be Dr. Helmut Rohrl talking about the
genus Tolumnia. For those of you unfamiliar with Tolumnia, this class could be
a real eye opener. They are easy to grow
and the flowers are quite rewarding.
They were once classified as Oncidium
but were broken out a few years ago as a
separate genus. Their culture is similar
so if you grow Oncidium, you can grow
Tolumnia.

with limited space. Second, the flowers
are quite showy. They are not just the
yellow with red/brown spotting typical
of Oncidium, but bright, vivid colors
that defy the imagination. I hope you
can attend this class and learn about
these very special orchids.
I would like to ask any of you that have
Tolumnia in flower to please bring them
in to show the class.

There are two major differences between
the two genera. First of all, Tolumnia are
smaller and that is a plus for those of us

GENERAL MEETING
June 2, 7:30 PM–Casa Del Prado—Room 101
By Ron Kaufmann, 1st Vice President

Our speaker for June will be Arnold
Gum, a local grower and AOS judge. Arnold will talk about things to consider
when growing plants in San Diego, including tips about selecting and building
a hobby greenhouse that will work for
both you and your neighbors. His talk
will include information about water, location, ventilation, shading, heating,
cooling, aesthetics and considerations
when selecting plants. Arnold will provide the plant opportunity table from his
own collection, and there should be some
very rare and desirable plants available
for those of you lucky enough to hold
winning tickets!
Arnold is a judge with the American Orchid society and has been a member of
myriad orchid societies since the orchid
bug bit him at the ripe old age of

10. Most people start growing orchids by
buying big, blooming plants, but Arnold
starting flasking orchids in elementary
school, receiving his first two flasks from
the Stanley Taba Orchid Nursery in
Honolulu back in the early 1970’s. He
also flasked seed (with a little help from
his grade school science teacher) from a
bee-pollinated Vanda Miss Joaquim that
was growing in his back yard. While
those first two flasks eventually became
contaminated, the orchid collection grew,
and by his senior year in high school, he
had over 3,000 plants and flasks near
every available window. Needless to say,
the Gum parents were encouraging and
incredibly understanding.
….continued on page 11
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Kevin Rynearson
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Receive your
SDCOS Newsletter
by E-Mail!
Contact Bob Clark at
bob1clark@san.rr.com
Casa de las Orquideas
Loren and Nancy Batchman

Southern California’s leading source for Cymbidium and Zygopetalum seedlings. Over 30,000
plants in stock from 3” pots to blooming size. Our
complete list of seedlings and flasks is on the
web at www.orquideas.com.
Open by appointment only!

Meetings
San Diego Orchid Society meetings are held
the first Tuesday of each month at the Casa
Del Prado in Balboa Park.
Novice Class:

6:30 p.m., Room 104

General Meeting:

7:30 p.m., Room 101

170 South Nardo Avenue, Solana Beach, CA 92075
Phone and Fax: (858) 755-7572
E-mail: casa@orquideas.com

Newsletter Entries
If you have monthly meetings, classifieds,
submissions of interest, photos, or announcements related to orchids, please contact Christopher Croom at
(619) 583-3804 or batescroom@cox.net.

Advertisers
Please contact Lynn Ford at (619) 283-4172 or
lynnford10@earthlink.net.
Information for the July newsletter must be
submitted June 15.
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Orchid Dates to Remember
June 2, 6:30 p.m
SDCOS Novice Meeting
First Tuesday of the month
Casa Del Prado, Balboa Park, Room 104
June 2, 7:30 p.m
SDCOS General Meeting
First Tuesday of the month
Casa Del Prado, Balboa Park, Room 101
June 3
Palomar Orchid Society Meeting
Culture class at 6:30. Meeting at 7:30 p.m.
First Wednesday of the month
The Carlsbad Woman’s Club
3320 Monroe Street, Carlsbad
Melana Walding (760) 295-7228
June 4, 7:00 p.m.
SDCOS Board Meeting
Normally, the Thursday following the General
Meeting (usually the first Thursday of the month;
second Friday of the month in rare cases)
Balboa Park, Rm. 104
Pam Peters (858) 481-9020
June 6, 9 a.m.
SDCOS Species Group Meeting
First Saturday of the month
Paul or Ann Tuskes (858) 274-5829
June 17
Cymbidium Society Meeting
Regular meeting, third Wednesday of month
Culture class at 6:30, Meeting at 7:00 p.m.
The Carlsbad Woman's Club
3320 Monroe Street, Carlsbad (858) 748-8355
June 19
San Diego Zoo's Orchid Odyssey
Third Friday of the month
10 AM-2 PM
(orchid greenhouse is open)
Janette Gerrity (619) 231-1515 ext. 4306

July 10-11
Santa Barbara Orchid Estate
International Orchid Fair
Earl Warren Showgrounds
www.orchidfair.com
July 18-19
San Diego County Orchid Society
Summer Show in the Park
Room 101 of the Casa del Prado in Balboa Park
To volunteer: tombiggart@mac.com
October 24-25
San Diego County Orchid Society
Fall Show in the Park
Room 101 of the Casa del Prado in Balboa Park
To volunteer: tombiggart@mac.com
If you have any announcements that you would
like included in the “Dates to Remember” section of
the newsletter, please e-mail batescroom@cox.net.

Granite Hills Orchids
2009 list of
Dendrobium speciosum
is now available.
Check on my website
www.granitehillsorchids.com.
Click on INVENTORY on the navigation bar
to view the listing and the pictures.
If you would rather, email me at
tombiggart@mac.com and I can
forward you a copy without the pictures.
These plants will go quickly as they are divisions of prime Australian plants. Put in your
order quickly by email or by phone at
(619) 441-9874.
www.granitehillsorchids.com
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NET NUGGETS

Orchid Growers

Ron Kaufmann, 1st Vice President
kaufmann@sandiego.edu

Want to upgrade the quality of
your potting mix?

Cymbidium Species

There is a solution—Maidenwell Diatomite!
Mined from fresh water diatom deposits in
Australia, heated to 1400 degrees, and
uniformly graded. Maidenwell Diatomite is
ideally sized for your orchids. Fantastic results
have been had by mixing 2 parts diatomite
and 1 part bark or coconut chunks.
$22.00 per bag and available in three sizes;
small, medium and large.

www.users.bigpond.net.au/cymspecies/

Many people received their first exposure to orchids through hybrid cymbidiums. These beautiful
plants with their large, showy flowers can capture
the interest of even the casual observer. In addition to stunning hybrids, the genus Cymbidium
includes many species of remarkable beauty and
elegance, some of which (the Chinese species)
were so enticing that they were brought into cultivation many centuries ago.
Cymbidium species
are grown by orchid
lovers around the
world, and a web site
devoted to these delightful plants has
been developed by
Australian
orchid
fancier
Stephen
Early. This site includes an overview of
Cymbidium taxonomy and a table of
primary hybrids, but
the main attraction is
the collection of individual species pages.
Each species page
includes information about distribution, habitat,
characteristics, and cultural requirements, as well
as a list of primary hybrids and several photographs of the plants in bloom. If you are a confirmed Cymbid-o-phile, you may be familiar with
all of the species on this web site, but I suspect
that most of us will find at least one that is new
and interesting. For anyone interested in broadening their knowledge of orchids and increasing
their familiarity with Cymbidium species, this site
is not to be overlooked!

Are you using De-ionized or
Reverse Osmosis water?
Try my custom fertilizer blend—it is specifically
designed for pure water.
Sunset Valley Orchids
Fred Clarke
1255 Navel Place, Vista, CA 92081
760-639-6255
Fred.clarke@worldnet.att.net

San Diego County Orchid
Society Membership
We invite you to join the
San Diego County Orchid
Society! Receive this
newsletter and many
other benefits, including a
holiday party and a free
orchid at the end of the year!
To join, please send your check for $15 for an
individual membership or $20 for a dual
membership, payable to SDCOS , to:
San Diego County Orchid Society
P.O. Box 161020
San Diego, CA 92176
For further details, e-mail Bob Clark at
bob1clark@san.rr.com.
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Help Hotline
The SDCOS offers this service to members who
seek cultural information about their orchids.
Here are some friendly hobbyists with a great
deal of experience about certain types of orchids,
and they have kindly volunteered to answer your
questions.
Cattleyas, Oncidium/Odonts, Vandaceous
Greenhouse grown, West SD County
Forrest Robinson (858) 270-6105
Species, all types
Indoor and outdoor
Ann & Paul Tuskes (858) 274-5829
Paphiopedilums
Ann Tuskes (858) 274-5829
Phalaenopsis, Cattleyas, Dendrobiums
Bob Swanson (619) 465-2297
Vandas, Ascocendas
Edith and Leno Galvan (619) 441-7503
Encyclias, Epidendrums, Laelias
Christopher Croom (619) 583-3804
Pleurothallids
Christopher Croom (619) 583-3804
Cymbidiums
Loren Batchman— casa@orquideas.com
Sam DeMaria (619) 295-2951
Northeast County, all types
Dave Reid (7 60) 728-7996
San Diego Central
Outdoor, all types
Jim Wright (619) 276-5295
Fred Tomaschke (619) 276-3235
San Diego East County, all types
Bud Close (619) 444-8839
South County, all types
Genie Hammond (619) 422-2235
Ed Marty (619) 470-7175
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Cal Pacific
Orchid Farm
1000’s of blooming orchids in our
36,000 square foot greenhouse
Brassia • Encyclia • Cattleya • Miltonia
Colmanara • Mokara • Phalaenopsis
Cymbidium • Oncidium • Vanda
Dendrobium • Paphiopedilum • Degarmora
Species • Mounted Plants • And More

The Southland’s Largest Showroom

Open to the Public
We Also Offer:
Custom Arrangements
Room & Board Program
FedEx Shipping Nationwide
Hours: 8 a.m.— 4 p.m. M-F
9 a.m.— 4 p.m. Sat
(760) 436-0317

1122 Orpheus Ave
Leucadia, CA 92024

~ANDY’S ORCHIDS~
“The Species Specialist”
Beautifully mounted epiphytes and potted terrestrials. Many rare and exotic orchids. Blooming
size, established species are what we do best!
Our MAIL ORDER CATALOG features many new and
unusual species from around the world with descriptions and cultural requirements, plus Andy’s orchid
growing tips. For your copy, call write, fax or email us
and we will send our latest issue.

Your satisfaction is Guaranteed. We take
pride in our reputation for selling a wellestablished plant and will replace it if you are
not satisfied upon receipt.
We are open by Appointment Only,
so call in advance and make yours!
Andy Phillips
734 Oceanview Ave., Encinitas, CA 92024
Phone 888-514-2639 Fax 888-632-8991
speciesnut@AndysOrchids.com
www.AndysOrchids.com
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The Rio de Janeiro Orchid
Show—Spring 2009
By Peter S. Tobias
I was recently in Rio de Janeiro to see friends and
do a few orchid related things so it seemed only
natural to drop in on the Rio orchid show, held
from May 7 - 10 of this year. The Rio de Janeiro
orchid society, OrquidaRio, puts on two shows a
year, one in May and one in September. Like our
show it is put on entirely by volunteers from the
orchid society. However, the
show chair is also the society
president. Their president,
Rosario de Almeida Braga, is a
personal friend and also a friend
of our orchid society. Some of you
will remember her presentation
of the results of an orchid mapping study at REGUA, the Reserva Ecologica de Guapi Açu.
The study was financed by a grant
from the SDCOS Conservation
Committee. Despite that Rosario was working
hard for the four days of the show, she seemed
pretty cheerful.
The
orchid
show is held
in the Rio botanical
gardens. The gardens were established in
1808 by the
king of Portugal, Dom João
VI,
a
few
months after
the royal family
fled
Europe to escape Napoleon. It is a wonderful garden with long avenues of huge palms and many
very interesting plant specimens. The gardens
have an orchid conservatory, which serves as the
focus of the orchid show. Over the four days of the
show, there were 15,000 paying visitors to the gardens, more than in anyone’s memory, and children and the elderly get in free. Orchid sales were
brisk. The twelve vendors were in individual tents
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along a walkway
near the orchid
conservatory;
vendors
came
from the states
of Rio de Janeiro
and São Paulo.
Vendors did very
well at the show;
Steve Champlin
of Florália reported that they
did twice the
business
they
had ever done.
Of course, OrquidaRio also had a booth, selling
plants, books, memberships, and other orchid related items. They did very well too.
Since I couldn’t buy any plants to bring home I
was particularly interested in the display plants.
Other than the usual Cats, Laelias, Phals, Oncidiums, Paphs, and
other beautiful
faces I noticed a
species I had
never seen or
heard
of,
N eo b ent h amia
gracilis, a beautiful 3 inch head of
white
flowers
atop a 3 foot
stalk. A group of
Paph
hybrids
took best of
show. Of course,
being a species
collector myself, some of the smaller, more unusual species, caught my attention. If you ever get
to Rio, which I strongly recommend, at least visit
the botanical gardens and, if possible, contact
Rosario for all the local orchid info. Rio has many
attractions, beaches, scenery, music, food and
drink, even Brazilians. In the surrounding country
side there are still sites where the native orchids
flourish beautifully; such as Sophronitis coccinea
and Cattleya intermedia. Unfortunately, most visitors to Brazil don’t even know they are there. The
next Rio orchid show will be in September, 2009,
when those species and many others will be in
bloom. Anyone want to go?
See additional pictures on the next page….
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FLASH!
There will be vendor sales at the
summer show in the Park!
Yes, for the first time in the history of the San
Diego County Orchid Society local orchid vendors
will be selling their plants and related items at our
Summer Show, July 18 and 19. We have invited
the majority of our local vendors and they are
very excited and eager to participate in this new
event. You won't want to miss this glorious
weekend where there will be a plethora of wonderful plants and related items to view.
We will also have a member booth where you will
be able to bring in orchids that you would like
to sell. Members are also encouraged to donate
miscellaneous plants to benefit the group. Watch
for more detailed information in the July newsletter or, if you can't wait, call Tom Biggart at 619886-8121.

San Diego Cou nty Orchid Society

July 18-19
San Diego
County
Orchid Society
Summer Show in the
Park
Casa del Prado in Balboa Park
To volunteer:
tombiggart@mac.com
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Monthly Report on AOS
Judging at Quail Gardens

Leptotes bicolor with 4 flowers on 1 inflorescence.
Natural spread of flowers 6.4 cm. All segments
white; lip purple centrally.

By: Helmut Rohrl
Photos by Jo Bailey

Bulbophyllum
(Wilmar Galaxy
Star x facetum)
with 6 flowers and
5 buds on 11 stems.
Natural spread of
flowers 8.6 cm.
Dorsal sepal yellow,
striped brown; petals similar; lateral
sepals same, but
proximally heavily
overlaid dakr rose
brown; lip light yellow, spotted brown.

Judging at the Encinitas site (Quail Gardens, Administration (Ecke) Building) begins at 7:00 pm
on the first Monday of each month. The facility
opens at 6:30 pm. Anyone interested in orchids is
encouraged and welcome at the sessions. Visitors
may join the judging teams at their tables, but
cannot participate in the judging process. Anyone
who wants to exhibit plants for judging but is unable to bring the plants to Quail Gardens, please
contact one the local judges or have others bring
the plants to the facility.
At the 05. May, 2009 Encinitas session 22 cultivars were shown. Several of them were awarded.
Peter Lin (Fred Clarke) showed
Cattleya Bactia x Encyclia phoenicea with 112
flowers and buds on 1 inflorescence. Natural
spread of flowers 6.1 cm. Sepals and petals maroon, veined darker; lip purple, veined darker.
Laeliocattleya Mari’s Song x Sophrolaeliocattleya
Fire Fantasy with 3 flowers and 1 bud on 1 inflorescence. Natural spread of flowers 7.5 cm. Sepals
purple; petals light yellow, splashed purple; lip
light yellow, distally purple.
Sophrolaeliocattleya Tangerine Jewel x Sophrolaelia
Minipet
with 2
round
flowers
on 1 in-

Promenea Cachaca (Florafest Cheetah x Norman
Gaunt) with 12 flowers on 8 stems. Natural spread
of flowers 4.3 cm. Sepals and petals yellow, heavily
spotted dark brown; lip yellow, centrally dark redbrown.
Sarcochilus (Sweetheart x Fitzhardt) with 6 flowers and 4 buds on
1 inflorescence.
Natural spread of
flowers 3.1 cm. All
segments white,
very heavily overlaid dark rose
purple.
Eric Goo presented
Phalaenopsis
Chris Lee
(Cordova x Malipu Imp) with 7 flowers and 5 buds
on 3 inflorescences. Natural spread of flowers 5.8
cm. All segments dark red-purple.
Phalaenopsis Memoria David Goo (Sweet memory
x Zuma Garnet) with 6 flowers on 2 inflorescences.
Natural spread of flowers 6.4 cm. All segments
yellow, heavily overlaid purple.

florescence. Natural spread of flowers 6.8 cm. All
segments bright red.

Doritaenopsis Carole Hoyt (Buena Lemon Bright x
Phal. Hausermann’s Goldcup) with 23 flowers on
Page 8
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3 inflorescences. Ntural spread of flowers 6.9 cm.
Sepals and petals yellow, slightly spotted brown;
lip white, proximally orange.

Norito Hasegawa presented

Phalaenopsis Brother Precious Stones (Brother
Fancy x Brother Purple) with 11 flowers on 2 inflorescences. Natural spread of flowers 6.6 cm. All
segments dark red-purple.

Paphiopedilum
(Belle Lucia x
Concobellatulum)
with 1 flowers
on 1 inflorescence. Natural
spread of
flower 7.2 cm.
All segments
off-white, spotted dark maroon.

Phalaenopsis
(Brother Pirate King x
Walnut Valley Freckles)
with 12 flowers on 2 inflorescences.
Natural
spread of
flowers 7.0
cm. Sepals
and petals yellow, heavily overlaid red; lip dark
purple.
Doritaenopsis Dung Nguyen x Phalaenopsis
Brother Lawrence with 11 flowers on 2 inflorescences. Natural spread of flowers 6.8 cm. Sepals and
petals yellow, spotted brown; lip white, proximally
yellow.

Paphiopedilum Laserlight (Laser x Macabre) with
1 flower on 1 inflorescence. Natural spread of
flower 13.8 cm. Dorsal sepal and synsepal light
green, veined dark green; petals yellow-green,
heavily spotted dark brown; pouch light yellowgreen, heavily overlaid brownish tan.
Paphiopedilum (Hsingying Maru x mastersianum)
with 1 flower on 1 inflorescence. Natural spread of
flower 12.8 cm. Dorsal sepal and synsepal offwhite, suffused light green, veined dark brown;
petals similar coloration, spotted dark brown;
pouch tan, suffused brown.

Joan Bailey exhibited
Dendrophylax funialis with 21 flowers on 1 stem.
Natural spread 2.5 cm. Sepals and petals light
green; lip white.
Paul Tuskes had
Paphiopedilum
delenatii with 2
flowers and 1
bud on 2 inflorescences. Natural spread of
flowers 9.8 cm.
Sepals and petals
white, slightly
suffused purple;
lip light purple.

Paphiopediilum hookerae var. volonteanum with 1
flower on 1 inflorescence. Natural
spread of flower 9.2
cm. Dorsal sepal and
synsepal off-white,
suffused light green,
veined greenish
brown; petals undulate, light green, distally shading to pink,
dark brown spotting
linearly arranged;
pouch tan, heavily
overlaid and veined darl brown.
Paphiopedilum(Donna Hanes x Kimura’s Present)
with 1 flower on 1 inflorescence. Natural spread of
flower 12.5 cm. Dorsal sepal white, veined green;
synsepal green, veined darker green; petals yellow;
pouch yellow-green.
Page 9
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Concerning Plants for Judging Sessions
By: Helmut Rohrl
The Pacific South Judging Center conducts each
month three judging sessions in the Los Angeles
and San Diego area. They are
Encinitas (Quail Gardens) on the 1st Monday at 7
pm
San Marino (Huntington Botanical Gardens) on
the 2nd Saturday at 10 am
Long Beach (Whaley Park) on the 4th Saturday
at 7 pm.
Visitors –with or without plants – are welcome
anytime.
If a member of the SDCOS wishes to have flowering plants judged at one of these sessions but is
unable to take the plants to the judging facility,
please contact one of the following AOS judges:

It’s funny how one tiny spot of botrytis can almost ruin
an otherwise flawless photo of Sophronitis wittigiana.
This species is a miniature orchid with blooms that are
as tall as the growths and can grow outdoors yearround in coastal areas of San Diego. Other members of
the genus provide the shape and color to Slc. hybrids
like the Tangerine Jewel x Sl. Minipet on page 8.

Batchman, Loren (Solana Beach) 858-755-7572
Rohrl, Helmut (La Jolla) 858-452-0976
Tuskes, Ann and Paul (Clairemont), 858-2745829

CALAVO GARDENS
Orchid Supplies
Specializing in the needs of the orchid grower
-granular charcoal, 5 lb or 50 lbfor that extra treatment, “sweeten the mix”

4044 Calavo Drive, La Mesa
619-660-9810 bmach16814@aol.com

Epidendrum capricornu is another year-round outdoor grower in coastal San Diego County. While technically a reed-stemmed epi, this plant is not typically
grown by those specializing in reed-stemmed epis.
Page 10
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June Speaker Information
…...continued from page 1
Arnold's first orchid "book" was a full color catalog
from Jones and Scully, a gift from Mr. Kazumura,
one of the early orchid pioneers; Arnold still has
that catalog. Mr. Kazumura lived on Judd Street in
Honolulu, within walking distance of Grandma's
house. Arnold would sneak off from Grandma's
and spend beautiful Hawaiian afternoons sitting
in Mr. Kazumura's orchid-filled and somewhat
mossy greenhouse listening to stories about how
they had imported orchid species from all over the
world and line bred them for vigor and then hybridized them to sell in the Hawaiian department
stores. Arnold still remembers huge Dendrobium
gouldii in three color forms: white, yellow and
black, and blue and black, all over four feet tall in
large, moss-covered clay pots and fluffy pots of Sl.
Psyche from the San Francisco original cross.

in the Raton Pass during the orchid U-Haul "death
march" to San Diego and the loss of the original
greenhouse in San Diego. He's since settled into
two, small, shed-sized greenhouses that are
enough to satisfy his orchid craziness and provide
the basis for his talk.

WALTER ANDERSEN NURSERY
Since 1928—A San Diego Tradition of Excellence
3642 Enterprise, San Diego
(Near Pacific Hwy. & Barnett)
SELECT FROM MANY FLOWERING ORCHIDS ON DISPLAY!
ALL THE SUPPLIES YOU NEED FOR GROWING ARE HANDY!

Free Garden Classes 9:00 am every Saturday
12755 Danielson Court, Poway
619-224-8271 and 858-513-4900

Arnold's favorite pastime was prowling greenhouses, looking for odd species and chatting with
some of Hawaii's best known growers, including
Ben Kodama, Goodale Moir, David Ai, Bob Aoki
and Isamu Otaall of whom were incredibly patient,
helpful and generous to a budding young orchid
grower. The addiction proved useful, as Arnold
turned his many years of orchid flasking data into
numerous science fair awards in high school. Arnold considered becoming a professional orchid
grower, however Mr. Kodama wisely advised him
that being a professional orchid grower is a 24-7
job with long, tough hours. He suggested that Arnold dedicate himself to studying and keep orchids as a hobby. Thus, Arnold left for Stanford,
settling for two Phalaenopsis stem props on his
dorm windowsill, gifts from Mr. Ota, as well as
occasional drives down to Santa Cruz with Mr. Ai
to visit John Ewing's Phalaenopsis farm. Arnold's
poor mom and dad, on the other hand, inherited
the care and feeding of all 3,000 plants.
After college, Arnold moved to Colorado, where
his collection blossomed anew. He eventually purchased a beautiful old Victorian house near the
Denver Botanical Gardens and became an AOS
judge in the Rocky Mountain Region. The two
story carriage house was converted into an orchid
room, complete with heat, warm water and those
incredibly high Victorian ceilings. His orchid collection has weathered ups and downs since then,
including (partially) surviving a huge snow storm
Page 11
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San Diego County
Orchid Society
Board Meeting Minutes
April 9, 2009

Tom presented a list of procedures that will need
to be worked out (security, coding plant tags, etc)
if we go forward with this new idea. Target date to
start vendor sales at mini shows is July 2009.

Attendees: Tom Biggart, David Brown, Bob Clark,
Lynn Ford, Genie Hammond, Steve Mallory, Pam
Peters, Kevin Rynearson

Paul Tuskes has completed updating the By-Laws.
The proposed changes will be emailed to the
Board for a vote. If passed, the proposed changes
will be read at the June meeting and re-read at the
July meeting and voted on by membership.

The meeting was called to order at 7:05 pm by
President David Brown. Minutes for the March
Board meeting were distributed and approved as
amended.
The Treasurer presented the financial report for
March. It was approved and will be filed for audit.
The Treasurer is waiting for additional invoices
relating to the show. Final show accounting
should be ready for the May Board meeting. The
Treasurer also reported that the Garner Funds will
be put into a Certificate of Deposit.
David Brown and Genie Hammond will find the
SDCOS Resale Form and keep it with the new
Nursery License to have on hand at future mini
shows.
David read a letter from AOS member Bev Tall
thanking SDCOS for the $400 donation to the
AOS Pacific South Judging Center in Encinitas.
Tom Biggart proposed having a new Cultural
Award trophy similar to the Best of Show trophy
for future Mini Shows in the Park. He also proposed that we have vendors sell at the mini shows
for the following reasons:
•
to make money for the orchid society
•
to give local, society-supporting vendors and
members the opportunity to sell plants
•
to increase the popularity of the shows in the
local community
•
to get new members for the society
•
to provide additional, fun activities for the
members
Tom will poll the local orchid vendors to see how
much interest there is to participate. SDCOS
would charge the vendors a percentage of their
sales.

Old Business
- Steve Mallory and/or Ron Kaufmann will look
into a charge-card reader.
- Ron Kaufmann will take care of the PayPal for
the SDCOS website.
- Lynn Ford will change the SDCOS checking account from WAMU to Bof A.
- Dave Hoffmaster will be in charge of the Conservation Booth selling orchids at the Flower Fields
Apr 24 – 26.
- It was decided not to host a day at the San Diego
Fair
New Business
No novice class or general meeting in May. The
Show Banquet will be held starting at 6:00 pm on
Tuesday, May 5. David Brown will ask Paul and
Ann Tuskes to show the Show slides and Award
Winners. The BBQ dinner will be catered; free to
members and $20 for non-members. The Board
will set up a “call tree” to inform members. RSVPs
must be to Genie by April 30.
The SDCOS website needs to be updated. David
will ask Ron and Owen Smith to work on it.
The San Diego Botanical Garden Foundation requested that SDCOS give up one of its mini shows.
The Treasurer will work up a sheet showing revenue earned at the last two years’ shows. The
Board will discuss this again in May.
Need member feedback on the Spring Show held
in March to decide if we will have one next year.
Will revisit this topic in May.
Lynn Dornfeld will talk to the Board in June about
the labeling process for the newsletters with regard to the U.S. Post Office.
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The Board again decided to wait until the following meeting to approve the minutes and then they
will go into the newsletter the following month.

San Diego Cou nty Orchid Society

ORCHID
SUPPLIES!
WOOD & WIRE BASKETS  FIR BARK
FERTILIZER  TREE FERN PRODUCTS

Scottish Rite sent a new contract for 2010 to Genie
Hammond. We will go by our old contract.
The meeting was adjourned at 9:00 p.m.
Respectfully submitted,
Pam Peters, Secretary

CORK BARK  NZ SPHAGNUM MOSS
HUMIDITY TRAYS  CLEAR PLASTIC POTS
POTTING MIXES  FERTILIZER INJECTORS

AND SO MUCH MORE!!
WWW.ORCHID-SUPPLIES.COM
WE ARE THE WEST COAST’S LARGEST

SANTA BARBARA ORCHID ESTATE
Every day a different orchid—check out
"Orchid-Of-The-Day" at www.sborchid.com
Specializing in outdoor-growing
orchids for coastal California,
Cymbidium species & hybrids, and species.
Open daily: Mon-Sat, 8 to 4:30, Sun 11-4
1250 Orchid Drive, Santa Barbara, CA 93111
Phone: (800)553-3387 Fax: (805) 683-3405

You are invited to subscribe to…
California Garden
The perfect gift for a friend, relative or neighbor.
1 year subscription: $12
2 year subscription: $20

DISTRIBUTOR OF ORCHID SUPPLIES—
WHOLESALE INQUIRIES WELCOME!
Or contact us at

CALWEST TROPICAL SUPPLY
11614 Sterling Ave., Riverside, CA 92503
For a free catalog call us at
800-301-9009 or 951-351-1880

WORLD-FAMOUS
San Diego Zoo
✏ DUAL MEMBERSHIP - $89
(Current Member Renewal Rate - $74)
✔ For two adults in the same household.
✔ A year of FREE UNLIMITED ADMISSION to both
the San Diego Zoo and Wild Animal Park.
✔ 2 FREE GUEST PASSES.

Membership in the SAN DIEGO
Floral Association: $15

(619) 232-5762 ▪ www.sdfloral.org

✔ 6 discount guest coupons good towards admission.
✔ A ONE YEAR SUBSCRIPTION TO ZOONOOZ
✔ FREE Zoo Skyfari.
✔ Monthly member specials.
✔ 4 two-for-one coupons for Zoo Bus Tour.

Volunteer Needed to
Coordinate Carpooling!
Many SDCOS members have requested a
need to carpool to our monthly meetings, so
we need a volunteer to organize our Society
according to region, and set up the necessary
phone tree.
Please call David Brown at (619) 294-5925

✏ SINGLE MEMBERSHIP - $71
(Current Member Renewal Rate - $59)
✔ For one adult.
✔ All of the benefits described above for one adult.
Prices and benefits subject to change.
For more information, call 619.231.0251
or call toll free 877.3.MEMBER.
visit our website: www.sandiegozoo.org
Your membership supports our plant and animal collections
and includes a monthly visit to our Orchid Odyssey on the
third Friday of each month from 10am until 2pm.
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Letter From the Editor
Dear SDCOS,
I hope all of you are getting your repotting done before the May Gray/June Gloom wears off. This gives a
chance for the media to absorb more water and start to break down before the hottest days of summer hit,
which is something that needs to happen if you use fir bark orchid mix, which a lot of folks use because it’s
very cheap.
Fir bark is unreliable, though, which is why so many hobbyists are getting away from it. At a recent orchid
society meeting in Newport Harbor, I saw a beautiful, variegated Cymbidium goerngii in bloom with two
inflorescences on two spikes that was potted entirely in a mixture of diatomite, large perlite, and chunks of
horticultural charcoal. When I spoke to the owner of the plant, I found out that he grew the plant like this
because that species hates to have its roots disturbed, so by potting it in a mix that never breaks down, he
almost never needs to repot. Unfortunately, however, diatomite, perlite, and charcoal don’t hold the same
amount of water as a good, broken-in fir bark, so he was watering his plant more to keep it evenly moist
the way that group of cymbidiums likes.
Contact Information:
Christopher Croom
(619) 583-3804
batescroom@cox.net

One of the most important orchid growing “rules” that is perhaps the easiest to
abide by is that if something is clearly working for you or your plants over the
long term, don’t change it, regardless of the advice you get from others. Now, I’m
not talking about a plant you thought was doing well that proceeded to bloom
itself to death, but about that specimen you have growing in straight horse manure that doubles in size and blooms consistently every year. If it’s not broken,
don’t fix it!
Happy Growing,
Christopher

