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NOVICE MEETING
July 7, 6:30 PM–Casa Del Prado—Room 104
By: Dave Hoffmaster, 2nd Vice President

I would like to thank Helmut Rohrl for his
interesting talk on the genus Tolumnia. I
know I picked up a few pointers on how to
grow them and I hope you did as well. For
anyone who likes to grow and flower Oncidium, Tolumnia is another rewarding orchid.
The flowers are similar in size but Tolumnia
offers a greater range of colors. I hope you
were able to attend and see all the bright colored flowers Helmut brought with him.
The novice class in July will be a little different. Paul Tuskes will lead a discussion on
common problems with growing orchids. We

will hopefully have some examples to discuss so you can see firsthand what to look
for. We will need support of the membership to provide the examples. Please bring
in your plants that are just not growing well
so Paul can observe them and offer advice.
They will be shared with the class so we can
all learn from them.
We will have several virus test kits available,
so bring in plants you suspect have a virus.
Virus testing will be limited to no more than
4-5 plants, so please be understanding if we
cannot address all your requests.

GENERAL MEETING
July 7, 7:30 PM–Casa Del Prado—Room 101
By Steve Mallory, 1st Vice President

On July 7, Peter Lin will deliver the presentation “Mini-Catts: Delightful Cattleyas in Miniature,” which is one of his
favorite topics. As you can see from the
title, miniature Cattleya orchids are often referred to as “Mini-Catts.” Peter’s
Powerpoint presentation about these
charming orchids will be fast-paced. The
journey will begin with a review of the
miniature species, early hybrids, and
then include some of the relevant hybrids
of today. He will also review how to grow
these wonderful plants.
Peter started growing orchids over 25
years ago, but then stopped due to school
and starting a career. It wasn’t until
about 6 years ago that the orchid “bug”
came back and he is now heavily involved
once again.

Peter is currently a probationary judge
with the American Orchid Society and a
hybridizer of mini-Catts. He enjoys meeting with other orchid enthusiasts and can
be found at various orchid shows and
societies around the country. He also has
hundreds of photos of his orchids that he
maintains on Flickr. You can view them
by typing this address into the address
bar of your internet browser: http://
w w w . f l ic k r . c o m /p h o t o s / m i n ic a t t /
collections/.
Due to limited growing space, Peter likes
to specialize in miniature orchids, both
species and hybrids, and has received
numerous AOS awards. His other foci in
orchids include Dendrobiums, Angraecoids, and Masdevallias.
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Receive your
SDCOS Newsletter
by E-Mail!
Contact Bob Clark at
bob1clark@san.rr.com
Casa de las Orquideas
Loren and Nancy Batchman

Southern California’s leading source for Cymbidium and Zygopetalum seedlings. Over 30,000
plants in stock from 3” pots to blooming size. Our
complete list of seedlings and flasks is on the
web at www.orquideas.com.
Open by appointment only!

Meetings
San Diego Orchid Society meetings are held
the first Tuesday of each month at the Casa
Del Prado in Balboa Park.
Novice Class:

6:30 p.m., Room 104

General Meeting:

7:30 p.m., Room 101

170 South Nardo Avenue, Solana Beach, CA 92075
Phone and Fax: (858) 755-7572
E-mail: casa@orquideas.com

Newsletter Entries
If you have monthly meetings, classifieds,
submissions of interest, photos, or announcements related to orchids, please contact Christopher Croom at
(619) 583-3804 or batescroom@cox.net.

Advertisers
Please contact Lynn Ford at (619) 283-4172 or
lynnford10@earthlink.net.
Information for the August newsletter must be
submitted July 15.
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Orchid Dates to Remember
July 1
Palomar Orchid Society Meeting
Culture class at 6:30. Meeting at 7:30 p.m.
First Wednesday of the month
The Carlsbad Woman’s Club
3320 Monroe Street, Carlsbad
Melana Walding (760) 295-7228
July 4, 9 a.m.
SDCOS Species Group Meeting
First Saturday of the month
Paul or Ann Tuskes (858) 274-5829
July 7, 6:30 p.m
SDCOS Novice Meeting
First Tuesday of the month
Casa Del Prado, Balboa Park, Room 104
July 7, 7:30 p.m
SDCOS General Meeting
First Tuesday of the month
Casa Del Prado, Balboa Park, Room 101
July 9, 7:00 p.m.
SDCOS Board Meeting
Normally, the Thursday following the General
Meeting (usually the first Thursday of the month;
second Friday of the month in rare cases)
Balboa Park, Rm. 104
Pam Peters (858) 481-9020
July 10-11
Santa Barbara Orchid Estate
International Orchid Fair
Earl Warren Showgrounds
www.orchidfair.com
July 15
Cymbidium Society Meeting
Regular meeting, third Wednesday of month
Culture class at 6:30, Meeting at 7:00 p.m.
The Carlsbad Woman's Club
3320 Monroe Street, Carlsbad (858) 748-8355
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July 18
San Diego Zoo's Orchid Odyssey
Third Friday of the month
10 AM-2 PM
(orchid greenhouse is open)
Janette Gerrity (619) 231-1515 ext. 4306
July 18-19
San Diego County Orchid Society
Summer Show in the Park
Room 101 of the Casa del Prado in Balboa Park
To volunteer: tombiggart@mac.com
August 8, 11:00 a.m.
Palomar Orchid Society Auction
The Carlsbad Woman’s Club
Preview of orchids at 11:00 a.m.
Bidding starts at 12:00 p.m.
Phyllis Prestia (760) 732-0055
orchlyd2@mac.com
October 24-25 (tentative—may be rescheduled)
San Diego County Orchid Society
Fall Show in the Park
Room 101 of the Casa del Prado in Balboa Park
To volunteer: tombiggart@mac.com
If you have any announcements that you would
like included in the “Dates to Remember” section of
the newsletter, please e-mail batescroom@cox.net.

July 18-19, 2009
San Diego County
Orchid Society

Summer Show in the Park
Casa del Prado in Balboa Park

To volunteer:
tombiggart@mac.com
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WEB WONDERS
By: Christopher Croom
batescroom@cox.net
The single most useful website that I use to learn
more about the species orchids that I grow is
www.orchidspecies.com and I have written about
this website before, but find it prudent to discuss
it again so that new members to the Society can
benefit from the knowledge collated here.
This website is run by a man named Jay Pfal, who
does it as a volunteer out of Key West, but since
the man needs to have resources to pay for the
hosting, he occasionally asks for donations. On
this website are pictures, descriptions of species
orchids, and even a glossary of botanical terms
used to describe orchids. You will not find any hybrid (Trader Joe’s, Home Depot, or other “big box
store”) orchids on this site, but you will find a
treasure-trove of information, if you choose to correctly interpret it.
I use this website whenever I purchase a new species that I want to know how to take care of, or
whenever I buy a primary hybrid. This website has
been instrumental to me for determining whether
a new plant can grow outside, or how much water
or sunlight it requires. In addition to describing
the orchid flowers, their habitat is often included
in the descriptions, complete with altitudes that
the plant is found at, and latitude ranges. The
higher or lower the latitude, the more likely the
plant can survive a mild San Diego winter. The
higher the altitude the plant is found at, the more
likely it will do the same, generally speaking.
(When you find a plant that grows at very high
latitude and altitude, this often means that our
summer temperatures will kill it.)
I have also found the information on this website
to be extremely accurate, and on par with published orchid books of similar scope, which is the
most important part. Misinformation is everywhere in our hobby, so a small amount is to be expected, but Jay does an incredible job with very
limited resources.
So the next time you surf the net looking for something truly unique that no one else has or trying to
keep the same alive in your collection, give the
Internet Orchid Species Photo Encyclopedia a try!

Orchid growers, summer is here
and it is time to re-pot your
Orchids!
Use KIWI ORCHID BARK imported from
New Zealand
This is the best bark available. It is very hard, resists
breakdown and is long-lasting. Your orchids deserve
the best!
Perfect for Cattleyas, Cymbidums, Paphiopedilum,
Phalaenopsis, etc.
$20.00 per 50 ltr. bag in three sizes: small, medium
and large.
Are you using De-ionized or Reverse Osmosis
water?
Try my custom fertilizer blend designed for pure water; your plants will grow and bloom better.
Available at:

Sunset Valley Orchids
1255 Navel Place
Vista, CA 92083
(760) 639-6255
fred.clarke@worldnet.att.net
www.sunsetvalleyorchids.com

San Diego County Orchid
Society Membership
We invite you to join the
San Diego County Orchid
Society! Receive this
newsletter and many
other benefits, including a
holiday party and a free
orchid at the end of the year!
To join, please send your check for $15 for an
individual membership or $20 for a dual
membership, payable to SDCOS , to:
San Diego County Orchid Society
P.O. Box 161020
San Diego, CA 92176
For further details, e-mail Bob Clark at
bob1clark@san.rr.com.
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Help Hotline
The SDCOS offers this service to members who
seek cultural information about their orchids.
Here are some friendly hobbyists with a great
deal of experience about certain types of orchids,
and they have kindly volunteered to answer your
questions.
Cattleyas, Oncidium/Odonts, Vandaceous
Greenhouse grown, West SD County
Forrest Robinson (858) 270-6105
Species, all types
Indoor and outdoor
Ann & Paul Tuskes (858) 274-5829
Paphiopedilums
Ann Tuskes (858) 274-5829
Phalaenopsis, Cattleyas, Dendrobiums
Bob Swanson (619) 465-2297
Vandas, Ascocendas
Edith and Leno Galvan (619) 441-7503
Encyclias, Epidendrums, Laelias
Christopher Croom (619) 583-3804
Pleurothallids
Christopher Croom (619) 583-3804
Cymbidiums
Loren Batchman— casa@orquideas.com
Sam DeMaria (619) 295-2951
Northeast County, all types
Dave Reid (7 60) 728-7996
San Diego Central
Outdoor, all types
Jim Wright (619) 276-5295
Fred Tomaschke (619) 276-3235
San Diego East County, all types
Bud Close (619) 444-8839
South County, all types
Genie Hammond (619) 422-2235
Ed Marty (619) 470-7175

July 2009

Cal Pacific
Orchid Farm
1000’s of blooming orchids in our
36,000 square foot greenhouse
Brassia • Encyclia • Cattleya • Miltonia
Colmanara • Mokara • Phalaenopsis
Cymbidium • Oncidium • Vanda
Dendrobium • Paphiopedilum • Degarmora
Species • Mounted Plants • And More

The Southland’s Largest Showroom

Open to the Public
We Also Offer:
Custom Arrangements
Room & Board Program
FedEx Shipping Nationwide
Hours: 8 a.m.— 4 p.m. M-F
9 a.m.— 4 p.m. Sat
(760) 436-0317

1122 Orpheus Ave
Leucadia, CA 92024

~ANDY’S ORCHIDS~
“The Species Specialist”
Beautifully mounted epiphytes and potted terrestrials. Many rare and exotic orchids. Blooming
size, established species are what we do best!
Our MAIL ORDER CATALOG features many new and
unusual species from around the world with descriptions and cultural requirements, plus Andy’s orchid
growing tips. For your copy, call write, fax or email us
and we will send our latest issue.

Your satisfaction is Guaranteed. We take
pride in our reputation for selling a wellestablished plant and will replace it if you are
not satisfied upon receipt.
We are open by Appointment Only,
so call in advance and make yours!
Andy Phillips
734 Oceanview Ave., Encinitas, CA 92024
Phone 888-514-2639 Fax 888-632-8991
speciesnut@AndysOrchids.com
www.AndysOrchids.com
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Tolumnia and
Related Genera

San Diego Cou nty Orchid Society

a better flower presentation than the one in Tolumnias. The perhaps best-known species are
Rdza. decora, Rdza. lanceolata and Rdza.
venusta.

By Helmut Rohrl
The genus Tolumnia is a member of the subtribe
Oncidiinae, which in turn resides in the tribe Maxillarieae.
There are about 20 Tolumnia species and three
natural hybrids, all of which occur in the Caribbean area mainly, in Cuba, Hispaniola, Jamaica
and the Lesser Antilles. The genus was erected in
1836 by Rafinsque, reclassified shortly afterwards
as Oncidium, and returned to Tolumnia in 1986
by G. Braem. These plants grow as twig epiphyte s1
from sea level to the high mountain regions in climates that change from dry periods to times of
high rainfall. Since the area has high humidity and
the night temperatures drop markedly these
plants encounter dew during late night and early
morning hours and dry out by mid morning to
noon. The main flowering time is late winter to
early spring. The spike length varies from about 10
cm to about 40 cm with flower counts from three
to close to 40 blooms per occasionally branched
spike. The flowers are almost always concentrated
toward the apex of the spike. The flowers are fairly
small with the variably colored, usually round lip
dominating the flower; sepals and petals are almost always small and narrow, with colors in the
yellow and brown range. The perhaps best-known
species are Tolu. guianensis, Tolu. pulchella, and
Tolu. triquetra.
Another genus closely related to Tolumnia is Rodriguezia. It was erected by Ruiz & Pavon in 1794.
The genus comprises about 40 species residing in
the tropical Americas from Nicaragua to Brazil
and Peru, with Brazil being the center of distribution. Most species occur in hot, humid lowlands,
but some are found at higher elevations. Flowering time is spring to early autumn. The plants produce one or more erect to arching, many-flowered
inflorescences of various lengths bearing rather
large flowers in a variety of hues. The flowers tend
to be more spread out along the spikes, making for
(1) Twig epiphyte means that the plant resides on thin branches of
bushes or trees with their roots not embedded in a natural medium,
but dangling in the air.

There is one more genus that freely interbreeds
with tolumnias: Zelenkoa. Its only member is Zel.
onusta (formerly Oncidium onustum, which was
transferred to the new genus in 2001 by Chase and
Williams). The species is found in the humid
coastal lowlands of western Ecuador and Peru in
rather dry conditions where it grows on cacti and
trees. Moisture comes to the plants by light rain
and heavy dew and mist. Flowering time is late
summer to fall. The branched inflorescences are
up to 70 cm tall, bearing up to 20 yellow flowers
with small and narrow sepals and petals and a
dominant lip. The flowers are usually well displayed and elegantly presented.
All other genera in the subtribe Oncidiinae show
less genetic affinity to these three genera. A fair
number of crosses between Tolumnias and Oncidiums, called Oncidumnias (Ocd.), have been registered. Although crosses between the above alliance
members and other Oncidiinae cultivars can be
viable they tend to be infertile. These crosses often
compare unfavorably with hybrid Tolumnia alliance crosses as their genetic mix involves too disparate traits.
It is convenient to use the term ‘Tolumnia alliance’
for the species referred to above and their intrageneric and intergeneric hybrids. In this note I
will explain how to grow them and give you a brief
run-down on the hybrids.
As inferred above, many of the species in the Tolumnia alliance must be grown in conditions that
avoid continuing moisture around the roots. But
be aware that the amount of moisture remaining
in the potting medium after watering depends
much on the humidity of the environment. That
means that a potting medium near the ocean will
need several days to dry out, while the same medium in El Cajon may dry out in a day. For this
reason one may have a happy Tolumnia in a small
plastic basket WITHOUT any potting medium
near the ocean, and the same plants living splendidly in EL CAJON in a small clay pot WITH a
speck of moss or few small pieces of char coal or
few beach pebbles. In both cases the plants will
Page 6
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dry out quickly after watering, although one lives
in a relatively high humidity zone and the other in
a rather dry and hot zone. Remember, fast dryingout is aided by watering early in the morning as
this gives the plant more time to dry out before
nightfall. Since the plants are supposed to be
grown on the dry side, they have to be watered
more frequently. A reasonable frequency for providing moisture is to spray the plants every second
day (or third day during the cooler months of the
year). However, the frequency depends on the individual growing conditions and has to be established by each individual grower.
Water quality is the perhaps most important issue
in growing cultivars of the Tolumnia alliance.
Since the species get their moisture from rain and
dew, their natural water quality is excellent. That
means that to grow them well one has to use clean
water, that is either distilled water (with fertilizer
added as distilled water is an aggressive substance), or reverse osmosis or de-ionized water.
Our local tap water is unhealthy for these plants.
How much fertilizer should be added to the water?
A safe way is to add ½ of the recommended
strength. But to me it makes a lot of sense to go
slowly to higher concentrations until damage can
be seen on the leaves. At this point one has to reduce the concentration by a few percentage points.
As far as light intensity is concerned, one has
again to check the leaves of the plants. In the Tolumnia alliance the leaves are hard and leathery
(by comparison, the same can be said about most
Laeliinae, while Phalaenopsis tend to be hard but
supple). Plants with hard, leathery leaves need a
lot of light; plants with hard, supple leaves need a
lot less light. Hence Tolumnia alliance cultivars
should be in plenty of light in areas with a good
deal of humidity, but the light should be indirect
in regions with low humidity. Again the appearance of the leaves is the indicator. When a reddish
sheen appears on the leaves, the plants is getting
as much light as it can stand.
All plants grown indoors enjoy air movement. Air
movement brings more carbon dioxide (the ‘fuel’
that makes plants grow) to the leaves and helps to
whisk away the heat built up by the incoming
light. It also helps to keep pests and infections
down.
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Granite Hills Orchids
2009 list of
Dendrobium speciosum
is now available.
Check on my website
www.granitehillsorchids.com.
Click on INVENTORY on the navigation bar
to view the listing and the pictures.
If you would rather, email me at
tombiggart@mac.com and I can
forward you a copy without the pictures.
These plants will go quickly as they are divisions of prime Australian plants. Put in your
order quickly by email or by phone at
(619) 441-9874.
www.granitehillsorchids.com

WALTER ANDERSEN NURSERY
Since 1928—A San Diego Tradition of Excellence
3642 Enterprise, San Diego
(Near Pacific Hwy. & Barnett)
SELECT FROM MANY FLOWERING ORCHIDS ON DISPLAY!
ALL THE SUPPLIES YOU NEED FOR GROWING ARE HANDY!

Free Garden Classes 9:00 am every Saturday
12755 Danielson Court, Poway
619-224-8271 and 858-513-4900

Volunteer Needed to
Coordinate Carpooling!
Many SDCOS members have requested a
need to carpool to our monthly meetings, so
we need a volunteer to organize our Society
according to region, and set up the necessary
phone tree.
Please call David Brown at (619) 294-5925

Part II continued in August issue…..
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In Search of Wild Orchids
By: Bruce Berg
It was a bright, warm, Saturday on May 30 when
Nico Goossens, Bruce and Carol Berg joined the
Canyoneers, an outdoor docent hiking program of
the San Diego Natural History Museum, for a walk
along the creek down Noble Canyon. The hike
started among the pines of the Laguna Mountains
and proceeded the 7.5 mile descent down to the
little town of Pine Valley. Spring was in full swing
and the Canyoneers were all in great spirits as they
pointed out the many different flowers in bloom
along the trail.
Our small orchid group, however, was interested
in locating one of our local orchids, Epipactis gigantea. When we arrived at the place where the
water was flowing freely, draining into Noble canyon from the Laguna Lakes above, we started seeing the stream orchid everywhere! The plants were
just opening with many spikes showing just four
or five flowers. In full bloom, these spikes may
carry as many as twenty or more flowers and seed
capsules. Nico brought along a Discovery Scope
that is like a jeweler’s loupe with a built-in specimen holder to view the details of the blooms. We
also discovered that the pollen of the Epipactis
was being eaten by some unknown insect larvae,
something we would not have been able to see
without the loupe. The plants were all quite
healthy looking. We gave up counting plants as
individual clumps held upwards of 30 or more
specimens. We estimate that we saw at least a
thousand plants along the half-mile of stream
where the plants were growing.

San Diego Cou nty Orchid Society

On June 20, Dave Hoffmaster joined Nico, Bruce,
and Carol on another Canyoneers hike along the
Agua Dulce trail. While many plants were in
bloom, unfortunately, we did not find any orchids.
The trail started off the Sunset Highway and traversed the pine forests of the Laguna Mountains.
On June 27th, there will be another hike up on
Palomar Mountain. Last summer, we spotted a
number of red coral root orchids (Corallorhiza
sp.). Hopefully there will be some to see this trip!
If any of the Society members are interested in the
Canyoneers, they are a hiking group affiliated with
the San Diego Natural History Museum. Their
website lists upcoming hikes with dates and information on where to join the group.
www.sdnhm.org/canyoneers/calendar.html

The rest of the hike, while not producing any more
orchids for us to see was interesting for the diversity of plants. We found several Leopard Lily
plants in bud. Nico’s favorite plant was the Poodle
Dog bush which was blooming in abundance
where the fires had cleared the habitat it likes.
This mint family plant takes advantage of fire succession when fires clear away its competitive vegetation.
This hike down the canyon is also interesting in
that it travels through five different plant zones
and there are still remnants of the gold rush days
when this canyon was heavily mined by prospectors still digging with pick and shovel.

Epipactis gigantea grows right here in stream beds
in San Diego County!! This picture is FANTASTIC!
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organization is in place
6. We will have a table where you can donate
plants for us to sell to benefit the society. All
plants will be welcomed.
7. We will have a Conservation Committee booth
where plants will be sold to benefit the activities of
that committee. Feel free to donate plants to that
group as all their activities depend on sales of
plants donated by the members of the society.
Typical E. gigantea habitat. They always occur very
close to sources of running water in San Diego. While
Bruce’s experience involved plants at higher altitudes,
this species also grows in San Diego County near sea
level. I’ve only met only one orchid grower who cultivates it, using a lot of purified water. E. gigantea is also
known as the “giant helleborine orchid” due to its
vague structural similarity to the herb hellebore.

HEAR YE, HEAR YE!
The Summer Show in the Park is coming with lots
of new changes. I am listing them for easy remembering. Feel free to call me with any questions.
1. Friday, July 17 from 6 to 8 p.m. is show plant
registration—bring all your beautiful flowering
plants to the show.
2. Saturday, July 18 from 8 to 10 a.m. is show
plant registration—bring even more plants to
show.
3. Judging will begin at 10 and go until finished
when we will open to the public.

8. We will have a members' sales booth where you
can offer for sale your extra divisions in flower or
not. Please include an extra label in the pot with
your name and the price of the plant. When the
plant is sold that label will be removed and you
will be paid for the plant (less a 20% commission
to the society).
I am hoping that all of you will be supportive and
be willing to give of your time and energies to
make this new endeavor a success. We will really
need additional members to help with running the
sales booths, supervising the floor and helping in
many other ways.
We'll go into these in more detail at the meeting
but please feel free to call me at 619-886-8121 with
any questions or comments. With all of your help,
we can make this new adventure a success!
Thank you in advance,
Tom

July 18-19, 2009
San Diego County Orchid Society

4. We will have a new trophy called the Forrest
Robinson Perpetual Trophy which will be given to
the plant with the most outstanding culture.

Summer Show in the Park

5. Vendors will set up their booths either Friday
night or Saturday morning. Plants will not be sold
until the show opens to the public and the sales

To volunteer:
tombiggart@mac.com

Casa del Prado in Balboa Park
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Concerning Plants for
Judging Sessions

Monthy Report on AOS Judging at Quail Gardens

By: Helmut Rohrl

By: Helmut Rohrl

The Pacific South Judging Center conducts each
month three judging sessions in the Los Angeles
and San Diego area. They are
Encinitas (Quail Gardens) on the 1st Monday at 7
p.m.
San Marino (Huntington Botanical Gardens) on
the
2nd
Saturday
at
10
a.m.
Long Beach (Whaley Park) on the 4th Saturday
at 7 p.m.
Visitors—with or without plants—are welcome any
time.
If a member of the SDCOS wishes to have flowering plants judged at one of these sessions but is
unable to take the plants to the judging facility,
please contact one of the following AOS judges:
Batchman, Loren (Solana Beach) 858-755-7572
Rohrl, Helmut (La Jolla) 858-452-0976
Tuskes, Ann and Paul (Clairemont), 858-2745829.

CALAVO GARDENS
Orchid Supplies
Specializing in the needs of the orchid grower
-granular charcoal, 5 lb or 50 lbfor that extra treatment, “sweeten the mix”

Judging at the Encinitas site (Quail Gardens, Administration (Ecke) Building) begins at 7:00 pm
on the first Monday of each month. The facility
opens at 6:30 pm. Anyone interested in orchids is
encouraged and welcome at the sessions. Visitors
may join the judging teams at their tables, but
cannot participate in the judging process. Anyone
who wants to exhibit plants for judging but is unable to bring the plants to Quail Gardens, please
contact one the local judges or have others bring
the plants to the facility.
At the June 1, 2009 Encinitas session 8 cultivars
were shown. Several of them were awarded.

Peter Lin (Fred Clarke) showed
Paphiopedilum Lady Isabel
(rothschildianum x stonei) with 4
flowers and 1 bud on one inflorescence. Natural spread of flowers 18
cm. Sepals and petals yellow, striated dark brown, pouch red-brown,
veined darker; staminode yellow.
HCC/AOS.

Cattleya (leopoldii x Fort
Motte) with 5 flowers on
one stem. Natural spread of
flowers 11.5 cm. Sepals and
petals red-purple, heavily
blotched and spotted dark
magenta; lip purple. HCC/
AOS.

4044 Calavo Drive, La Mesa
619-660-9810 bmach16814@aol.com
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Brent Baker presented
Paphiopedilum Leonard’s
Pride (Leonard Smith x
rothschildianum) with 3
flowers and 1 bud on one
inflorescence. Natural
spread of flowers 19.0 cm.
Sepals yellow, veined
brown; petals yellow, distally red-brown, spotted
and striped brown; pouch chocolate brown, veined
darker; staminode greenish. HCC/AOS.

Arnold Gum had
Paphiopedilum
Ho Chi Minh
(delenatii x vietnamense) with 4
flowers on 2 inflorescences.
Natural spread
of flowers 10.0
cm. Sepals and petals white, slightly suffused purple; pouch light purple.

Harry Polis presented
Cymbidium
(Tiny
Tiger x madidum)
with approximately
370 flowers on 11
pendent inflorescences. Natural spread of
flowers 3.5 cm. Sepals and petals yellow-tan, lip red-brown. HCC/AOS.

Cymbidium Cricket (devonianum
x madidum) with approxiamtely
3oo flowers on 10 pendent inflorescneces. Natural spread of flowers 2.0 cm. Sepals and petals gray
tan; lip red-brown.

Sophronitis
Latona
(cinnabarina x purpurata)
with 18 flowers on 2 inflorescences. Sepals yellow,
petals light reddish purple;
lip dark rose purple.

Helmut Rohrl showed
Burrageara Stefan Isler
(Vuyl. Edna x Onc. leucochilum) with 10 flowers and 8
buds on one inflorescence.
Sepals and petals vibrant
red-brown; lip red with
bright red markings and
purple trim. These flowers
sometimes have a rose-like
fragrance.
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San Diego County
Orchid Society May
Board Meeting Minutes
Attendees: Loren Batchman, Bruce Berg, Tom Biggart, Bob Clark, Christopher Croom, Lynn Ford,
Genie Hammond, Dave Hoffmaster, Ron Kaufmann, Steve Mallory, Pam Peters, Kevin Rynearson
The meeting was called to order at 7:00 pm by
First Vice President Ron Kaufmann. Minutes for
the April Board meeting were distributed and approved as amended.
David Brown will email the proposed By-Law
changes to the Board for approval. If approved, a
member vote will be taken at the June and July
general meetings.
The Treasurer presented the financial report for
Spring Show. Steve Mallory will contact Walter
Anderson Nursery to see if they sold show tickets
and to inquire about the charge for plant rentals.
Other minor changes will be made and the report
amended.
The March Treasurer’s Report was approved as
amended and will be filed for audit.
Old Business
Ron Kaufmann will establish a PayPal account for
the SDCOS website to be used to for membership
renewals and donations.
Steve Mallory presented two options for credit
card processors to be used for sales at mini shows
and member plant sales. The Board approved
signing up with Chase for an annual cost of approximately $500.
A subcommittee of Bruce Berg, Dave Hoffmaster
and Steve Mallory was established to look into alternative locations for next year’s spring show.
San Diego Botanical Garden Foundation (SDBGF)
has asked SDCOS to give up one mini show a year
to allow other SDBGF member societies to have
shows. Genie Hammond will contact Dave Brown,

San Diego Cou nty Orchid Society

SDCOS rep to SDBGF, with some ideas the Board
has before the Board decides which show to give
up.
Ron will work with Owen Smith to update the
SDCOS website gallery of pictures.
New Business
The speaker for the June meeting will be Arnie
Gum speaking on “How to Build a Greenhouse.”
The speaker for the novice class will be Helmut
Rohrl talking about Tolumneas.
A proposal to raise dues to $20 for individuals and
$25 for family was approved by the Board. This
will be effective August 1, 2009.
The Garner Fund and savings account were put
into a one-year C/D.
The Nominating Committee has presented the following slate of officers for next year:
President – David Brown
First Vice President—Steve Mallory
Second Vice President—Bruce Berg
Secretary—Dave Hoffmaster
Treasurer—Lynn Ford
Past President—Genie Hammond
Director 2007- 2010—Bob Clark
Director 2008 – 2011—Kevin Rynearson
Director 2009 – 2012—Christopher Croom
There was a discussion about whether or not to
have the Show Banquet/May Dinner next year.
No decision was made, but the Board was asked to
submit ideas for a non-traditional meeting instead
of show banquet to Steve Mallory.
The Board approved Tom Biggart’s proposal of
having a new cultural award trophy called the
Forrest Robinson Cultural Award Trophy for future Mini Shows. This trophy will be awarded to
the exhibitor of a superbly grown orchid chosen by
the Mini Show Chairman.
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Tom polled local orchid vendors and got a positive
response of their wanting to sell plants at the mini
shows. SDCOS will get a percentage of the sales.
We hope to start this at the July Mini Show (July
18 and 19). Loren Batchman will lend us a cash
register for sales transactions.
The meeting was adjourned at 9:30 pm.
Respectfully submitted,
Pam Peters,
Secretary
Oerstedella schumanniana is definitely not
your grandfather’s reed-stemmed Epi, even
though it is a very close relative with an
identical growth habit and was originally
named an Epidendrum by Schlecter in 1911,
like all Epis once were. In addition to bearing flowers that are right-side-up (nonresupinate), this bloom has one of the most
handsome color contrasts of any orchid.
This one has been growing outdoors (yearround) in North Park in osmunda fiber for
the past four years.

SANTA BARBARA ORCHID ESTATE
Every day a different orchid—check out
"Orchid-Of-The-Day" at www.sborchid.com
Specializing in outdoor-growing
orchids for coastal California,
Cymbidium species & hybrids, and species.
Open daily: Mon-Sat, 8 to 4:30, Sun 11-4
1250 Orchid Drive, Santa Barbara, CA 93111
Phone: (800)553-3387 Fax: (805) 683-3405

This is Oncidium maculatum, regarded as a
“weed” by many orchid growers due to its
fast growth and ability to thrive in a huge
range of conditions. This is not poor photography; the flower is just naturally blurry, like
Bigfoot, which makes it extra scary to me.
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San Diego County
Orchid Society June
Board Meeting Minutes
Attendees: Loren Batchman, Bruce Berg, Dave
Brown, Bob Clark, Lynn Dornfeld, Lynn Ford, Genie Hammond, Dave Hoffmaster, Steve Mallory.
The meeting was called to order by President Dave
Brown at 7:00 PM.
Minutes for the May meeting were not available,
as the acting secretary neglected to bring them. It
was agreed that the acting secretary would distribute the minutes to the board members by email for
their approval. Once a majority approve the minutes, they will be sent to Christopher for publication in the newsletter.
The Treasurer presented the Monthly Balance
Sheets for April and May. They were approved and
filed for audit.
Old Business
Steve Mallory has ordered a credit card machine
and we will have it in time for the Summer Show
in the Park, July 18 and 19. This will allow us to
accept credit cards for plant sales, membership,
etc.
The San Diego Botanical Garden Foundation has
asked us to give up out October date for the fall
mini-show to allow another SDBGF society to use
room 101 for their show. They offered us weekend
of November 7 and 8 in lieu our current schedule.
The board voted to comply with the SDBGF request.
The revised SDCOS by laws must be published in
the monthly newsletter. Dave Brown will submit
the changes for publication and will have the
membership vote on them at the July meeting.
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Committee and Officer Reports
The committee looking into alternative sights for
the spring show is currently looking into a number
of options. They will report their findings to the
board at the July meeting.
Lynn Dornfeld advised the board regarding issues
with mailing the newsletter. The newsletter is currently mailed as bulk mail at a substantial discount but there are restrictions. The issues include
the following:
The Post Office charges us $0.21 for every newsletter that they must forward. Those receiving the
newsletter by mail need to keep their address current. Lynn will be leaving her post of mailing the
newsletter in September so the society will need to
find someone else to fill the position. Starting next
year, the Post office will require bar coding on all
bulk mail. To eliminate the problem of being
charged to forward the newsletter, we need to add
“or current resident” behind the recipient name.
That way, the newsletter will no longer be forwarded to members that do not keep their address
current, Bob Clark agreed to add the “or current
resident” phrase to all mailing labels.
We need to post in the newsletter and announce at
the next meeting to find someone to handle mailing the newsletter.
Loren Batchman agreed to help with adding bar
codes to the mailing labels.
New Business
The speaker for July meting will be Peter Lin
The speaker for the novice meeting will be Paul
Tuskes giving advice to people having problems
with their plants.
Dave Hoffmaster will contact John Walters regarding his request for SDCOS support of his efforts to provide orchid related materials to schools
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in the area.
Steve Mallory is looking for input from the membership regarding the types of speakers and programs we would like to have in the coming year.
Please contact him with any suggestions you may
have.

San Diego Cou nty Orchid Society

ORCHID
SUPPLIES!
WOOD & WIRE BASKETS  FIR BARK
FERTILIZER  TREE FERN PRODUCTS
CORK BARK  NZ SPHAGNUM MOSS
HUMIDITY TRAYS  CLEAR PLASTIC POTS
POTTING MIXES  FERTILIZER INJECTORS

The plant table at the society meetings continues
to loose money. One idea to remedy the situation
is to hold a plant auction. It was moved and approved to permit the first vice president to select
up to five plants from the plant table to be auctioned during the meeting.

AND SO MUCH MORE!!
WWW.ORCHID-SUPPLIES.COM
WE ARE THE WEST COAST’S LARGEST
DISTRIBUTOR OF ORCHID SUPPLIES—
WHOLESALE INQUIRIES WELCOME!
Or contact us at

Timely publication of the board meeting minutes
continues to be a concern. As it now stands, the
minutes are not published in the society newsletter until approved by the board. That causes a
two-month delay. We decided we would distribute
the minutes by email to the board members and
ask for return email approval.
The meeting was adjourned at 8:50 pm.

CALWEST TROPICAL SUPPLY
11614 Sterling Ave., Riverside, CA 92503
For a free catalog call us at
800-301-9009 or 951-351-1880

WORLD-FAMOUS
San Diego Zoo

Respectfully submitted,

NEW: SENIOR PASS (over 60 years of age):
Yearly rate $45 single and $60 dual
Renewal rates: $30 single and $45 dual

Dave Hoffmaster,
Second Vice President

DUAL MEMBERSHIP (under 59 years of age):
Yearly rate $94.
Renewal Rate - $79.
~ For two adults in the same household.
~ A year of FREE UNLIMITED ADMISSION to both the San
Diego Zoo and Wild Animal Park.
~ 6 discount guest coupons good toward admission.
~ A One Year Subsc.ription to ZOONOOZ.
~ Free Zoo Skyfari
~ 4 two-for-one coupons for Zoo Bus Tour.

You are invited to subscribe to…
California Garden
The perfect gift for a friend, relative or neighbor.
1 year subscription: $12
2 year subscription: $20
Membership in the SAN DIEGO
Floral Association: $15

(619) 232-5762 ▪ www.sdfloral.org

SINGLE MEMBERSHIP
Yearly rate $75.
Renewal rate $63.
For One Adult.
All of the benefits described above under dual membership.
Prices & benefits subject to change.
For more information, call 619.231.0251
Or call toll free 877.3 MEMBER
Visit our website: www.sandiegozoo.org
Your membership supports our plant and animal collections and
includes a monthly visit to our Orchid Odyssey on the third Friday of
each month from 10am until 2pm.
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Letter From the Editor
Dear SDCOS,
I hope you enjoy the double-dose of board meeting minutes in this Newsletter and that no one will have to
be resuscitated due to cerebral ischemias upon reading them. (No, really.) Seriously, though, it does help
you to know what the Board is doing with your membership and other funds. We decided to have the
minutes printed in the Newsletter the next month after the meeting, instead of two months after, so that
you could provide necessary and more timely feedback to us, should you feel the need.
Also, the Newsletter will need someone to take on the responsibility of doing the mailings by September.
This person will need to stick mailing labels on the Newsletter when I send them to you roughly between
the 22nd and 25th of every month, and mail them out at the nearest post office as soon as possible so that
everyone gets their Newsletters on time. It’s a slightly more thanked job than many of the other jobs the
Society needs to fill (Historian? Car pool coordinator? Corsage maven? New member hazing committee
chair? Sergeant-at-arms?). Remember, your Society is what you make of it.
Contact Information:
Christopher Croom
(619) 583-3804
batescroom@cox.net

Glib remarks aside, here are some things in bloom at my house at the time of
publication: Miltonia spectabilis (2 kinds), Mystacidium capense, Vandopsis
parishii, Caucea mimetica, Oesterdella schumanniana, Dendrobium trantuanii, Oncidium gardneri, Vanda lilacina, V. testacea, and Vandopsis parishii.
Summer is a great season! Look for these outdoor-growers in your collection or
buy them from Andy. Also, the Fall show dates are tentative at this time, and
may not end up being the actual fall show dates (see pg. 3)
Happy Growing,
Christopher

