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NOVICE MEETING
October 6–Casa Del Prado—Room 104
By: Bruce Berg, 2nd Vice President

October’s novice meeting speaker will be
newsletter editor and board member Christopher Croom, who will discuss the basics of
growing orchids outdoors in San Diego. He
will focus on potted and mounted plants, with
an eye to discussing particularly easy to grow

varieties for beginners. Christopher has presented at our novice and general meetings
before and at many other society meetings
from here to Seattle, so this month’s novice
meeting should be a real treat, and will contain valuable information for all members!

GENERAL MEETING
October 6, 7:30 PM–Casa Del Prado—Room 101
By Steve Mallory, 1st Vice President

We are lucky to have our own Tom Biggart speaking on Australian Orchids. He is
in business with the Harvey’s of Cedarvale
Orchids. They are major Australian growers and hybridizers of native Dendrobiums. Tom is very interested in Encyclias
and has a large collection of rare and unusual plants. He always brings some of
the most fascinating plants for discussion
at the species group meetings. Tom is one
of the most knowledgeable in SDCOS
when it comes to plant identification and
always willing to talk about orchids, or
pottery, or…… He truly is one of the nicest
and most approachable of our members.
He is owner, operator, salesman, hydrator, weed puller, transplanter, security
guard, and ceramic potter for Granite
Hills Orchids in El Cajon, California. Tom
has many plants you won’t find at Home
Depot or Trader Joe’s; plus he can tell you
how and where to grow them. The Australian cool-growers are a current interest.
His plants are known for their hardiness,
in particular their willingness to grow after they leave his care. He describes his
business as a hobby business because he
doesn’t make a living growing plants. He
is a retired elementary school teacher
from the San Diego City Schools since

2002. The past few years he and his wife
Neal have become interested in ceramics.
In typical Biggart fashion they now have a
throwing building, a glazing building, and
a kiln yard with three kilns. His pots are
designed primarily for plants and can be
seen at our shows and at his nursery.
We are all familiar with Tom from his
many great Novice meeting lectures, his
nearly monthly pleas for volunteers for
the mini shows that he has been in charge
of for the past four years, and his decades
of selfless volunteerism. He is also in
charge of the recent changes in plant sales
at the meetings and mini shows. It’s been
very stressful for Tom but he’s holding up.
Granite Hills will be providing the opportunity table this month. Tom will also
bring some plants for sale. He always provides plants that are unusual, hard to find,
and easy to grow. So show your appreciation to a great friend and member of the
SDCOS, and use that credit card. We will
be auctioning off a few plants at this meeting. Any member wishing to sell plants
PLEASE CHECK THEM IN WITH
TERESA AND CAROL AT THE PLANT
SALE TABLE. That way you will get paid
(and the right amount).
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Board of Directors
President:
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Second VP:
Bruce Berg
Treasurer:
Lynn Ford
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Dave Hoffmaster
Directors:
Bob Clark
Christopher Croom
Kevin Rynearson
Past President:

Genie Hammond

Meetings
San Diego Orchid Society meetings are held
the first Tuesday of each month at the Casa
Del Prado in Balboa Park.

WALTER ANDERSEN NURSERY
Since 1928—A San Diego Tradition of Excellence

Novice Class:

6:30 PM, Room 104

General Meeting:

7:30 PM, Room 101

3642 Enterprise, San Diego
(Near Pacific Hwy. & Barnett)
SELECT FROM MANY FLOWERING ORCHIDS ON DISPLAY!
ALL THE SUPPLIES YOU NEED FOR GROWING ARE HANDY!

Newsletter Entries
If you have monthly meetings, classifieds,
submissions of interest, photos, or announcements related to orchids, please contact Christopher Croom at
(619) 583-3804 or batescroom@cox.net.

Advertisers
Please contact Lynn Ford at (619) 283-4172 or
lynnford10@earthlink.net.
Information for the November newsletter
must be submitted by October 15.

Free Garden Classes 9:00 am every Saturday
12755 Danielson Court, Poway
619-224-8271 and 858-513-4900

SANTA BARBARA ORCHID ESTATE
Every day a different orchid—check out
"Orchid-Of-The-Day" at www.sborchid.com
Specializing in outdoor-growing
orchids for coastal California, incl. Laelia anceps
and hybrids, Cymbidium species and hybrids, and
species.
Open daily: Mon-Sat, 8 to 4:30, Sun 11-4
1250 Orchid Drive, Santa Barbara, CA 93111
(800) 553-3387 sboe@sborchid.com
Open House (11/7-8), SB Orchid Show (3/12-14)
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Orchid Dates to Remember
October 2-4
San Diego International Orchid Fair
Quail Botanical Gardens
www.qbgardens.org
October 3
SDCOS Species Group Meeting
First Saturday of the month
Paul or Ann Tuskes (858) 274-5829
October 6, 6:30 p.m
SDCOS Novice Meeting
First Tuesday of the month
Casa Del Prado, Balboa Park, Room 104
October 6, 7:30 p.m
SDCOS General Meeting
First Tuesday of the month
Casa Del Prado, Balboa Park, Room 101
October 7
Palomar Orchid Society Meeting
Culture class at 6:30; meeting at 7:30
First Wednesday of the month
The Carlsbad Woman’s Club
3320 Monroe Street, Carlsbad
Melana Walding (760) 295-7228
October 8, 7:00 PM
SDCOS Board Meeting
Normally, the Thursday following the General
Meeting (usually the first Thursday of the month;
second Friday of the month in rare cases)
Balboa Park, Rm. 104
Pam Peters (858) 481-9020
October 16
San Diego Zoo's Orchid Odyssey
Third Friday of the month
10 AM-2 PM
(orchid greenhouse is open)
Janette Gerrity (619) 231-1515 ext. 4306
October 16-18
Golden Age of Orchids
Southland Orchid Show
at the Huntington Library, Art Collections, and
Botanical Gardens
www.orchidshow.org

October 21
Cymbidium Society Meeting
Regular meeting, third Wednesday of month
Culture class at 6:30, Meeting at 7:00 PM
The Carlsbad Woman's Club
3320 Monroe Street, Carlsbad (858) 748-8355
October 10-11, 2009
South Bay Orchid Society Fall Show & Sale
South Coast Botanic Garden
Palos Verdes Penninsula
www.southbayorchidsociety.com/Show
October 24-25
San Diego County Orchid Society
Fall Show in the Park
Room 101 of the Casa del Prado in Balboa Park
To volunteer: tombiggart@mac.com
November 28-29
Orchids in Paradise
Orchid Society of Santa Barbara Fall Show
and Sale
Santa Barbara Museum of Natural History
www.orchidsb.net

San Diego County
Orchid Society

Fall Show in the Park
October 24
11:30 AM-5 PM
October 25
9 AM-4:30 PM

Room 101 of the Casa del Prado
Balboa Park
sdorchids.com
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Granite Hills Orchids
2009 list of
Dendrobium speciosum
is now available.

San Diego Cou nty Orchid Society

Orchid growers, summer is here
and it is time to re-pot your
Orchids!
Use KIWI ORCHID BARK imported from
New Zealand

Check on my website
www.granitehillsorchids.com.
Click on INVENTORY on the navigation bar
to view the listing and the pictures.

This is the best bark available. It is very hard, resists
breakdown and is long-lasting. Your orchids deserve
the best!

If you would rather, email me at
tombiggart@mac.com and I can
forward you a copy without the pictures.

$20.00 per 50 ltr. bag in three sizes: small, medium
and large.

These plants will go quickly as they are divisions of prime Australian plants. Put in your
order quickly by email or by phone at
(619) 441-9874.
www.granitehillsorchids.com

Perfect for Cattleyas, Cymbidums, Paphiopedilum,
Phalaenopsis, etc.

Are you using De-ionized or Reverse Osmosis
water?
Try my custom fertilizer blend designed for pure water; your plants will grow and bloom better.
Available at:

Sunset Valley Orchids
1255 Navel Place
Vista, CA 92083
(760) 639-6255
fred.clarke@worldnet.att.net
www.sunsetvalleyorchids.com

San Diego County Orchid
Society Membership
We invite you to join the
San Diego County Orchid
Society! Receive this
newsletter and many
other benefits, including a
holiday party and a free
orchid at the end of the year!
To join, please send your check for $20 for an
individual membership or $25 for a dual
membership, payable to SDCOS , to:
San Diego County Orchid Society
P.O. Box 161020
San Diego, CA 92176
For further details, contact
membership@sdorchids.com
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Help Hotline
The SDCOS offers this service to members who
seek cultural information about their orchids.
Here are some friendly hobbyists with a great
deal of experience about certain types of orchids,
and they have kindly volunteered to answer your
questions.
Cattleyas, Oncidium/Odonts, Vandaceous
Greenhouse grown, West SD County
Vacant—Please contact Christopher Croom if interested.
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Cal Pacific
Orchid Farm
1000’s of blooming orchids in our
36,000 square foot greenhouse
Brassia • Encyclia • Cattleya • Miltonia
Colmanara • Mokara • Phalaenopsis
Cymbidium • Oncidium • Vanda
Dendrobium • Paphiopedilum • Degarmora
Species • Mounted Plants • And More

The Southland’s Largest Showroom
Species, all types
Indoor and outdoor
Ann & Paul Tuskes (858) 274-5829
Paphiopedilums
Ann Tuskes (858) 274-5829
Phalaenopsis, Cattleyas, Dendrobiums
Bob Swanson (619) 465-2297
Vandas, Ascocendas
Edith and Leno Galvan (619) 441-7503
Encyclias, Epidendrums, Laelias
Christopher Croom (619) 583-3804

Open to the Public
We Also Offer:
Custom Arrangements
Room & Board Program
FedEx Shipping Nationwide
Hours: 8 a.m.— 4 p.m. M-F
9 a.m.— 4 p.m. Sat
(760) 436-0317

1122 Orpheus Ave
Leucadia, CA 92024

~ANDY’S ORCHIDS~
“The Species Specialist”

Pleurothallids
Christopher Croom (619) 583-3804

Beautifully mounted epiphytes and potted terrestrials. Many rare and exotic orchids. Blooming
size, established species are what we do best!

Cymbidiums
Loren Batchman— casa@orquideas.com

Our MAIL ORDER CATALOG features many new and
unusual species from around the world with descriptions and cultural requirements, plus Andy’s orchid
growing tips. For your copy, call write, fax or email us
and we will send our latest issue.

Northeast County, all types
Dave Reid (7 60) 728-7996
San Diego Central
Outdoor, all types
Jim Wright (619) 276-5295
Fred Tomaschke (619) 276-3235
San Diego East County, all types
Bud Close (619) 444-8839
South County, all types
Genie Hammond (619) 422-2235

Your satisfaction is Guaranteed. We take
pride in our reputation for selling a wellestablished plant and will replace it if you are
not satisfied upon receipt.
We are open by Appointment Only,
so call in advance and make yours!
Andy Phillips
734 Oceanview Ave., Encinitas, CA 92024
Phone 888-514-2639 Fax 888-632-8991
speciesnut@AndysOrchids.com
www.AndysOrchids.com
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San Diego County Orchid Society
Mini Show Ribbon Judging Registration Schedule
Sections and Classes
The following chart shows how orchids will be
categorized for our future mini-shows in Balboa
Park. If you notice, there are some changes present that are different from our old categorization
schema. It is not only a guide for society members
to help you determine what section and class to
enter your plant that you bring to the show in, but
it also guides the folks who run the show and helps
them make sure each plant has been displayed on

the correct table and that plants have been properly grouped together. This table is made available
to anyone who brings in a plant for display at a
mini-show. If you’re not sure which category to
put your plant in, please ask one of the volunteers
during show setup and plant registration. If you
make a mistake, however, it is not a big deal as
your plant will eventually end up in the correct
category.
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Monthy Report on AOS
Judging at Quail Gardens
By: Helmut Rohrl
Judging at the Encinitas site (Quail Gardens, Administration (Ecke) Building) begins at 7:00 pm
on the first Monday of each month. The facility
opens at 6:30 pm. Anyone interested in orchids is
encouraged and welcome at the sessions. Visitors
may join the judging teams at their tables, but
cannot participate in the judging process. Anyone
who wants to exhibit plants for judging but is unable to bring the plants to Quail Gardens, please
contact one the local judges or have others bring
the plants to the facility.
At the September 2, 2009 the Encinitas session
was conducted at Balboa Park. Seven cultivars
were presented.
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Laeliocattleya Clayton Waglay (L. anceps x C.
Claesiana) with 4 flowers on 1 stem. Natural
spread of flowers 11.4 cm. Sepals and petals are
white, suffusedlight purple; lip is white, distally
purple, throat light yellow.
Laelirhynchos Sea Urchin (L. anceps x R. glauca)
with 1 flower on 1 stem. Natural spread of flowers
12.5 cm. All segments white; lip centrally light yellow, throat maroon.
Laeliocattleya Interceps (C. intermedia x L.
anceps) with 3 flowers on 1 stem. Natural spread
of flowers 9.8 cm. All segments white

Concerning Plants for
Judging Sessions
By: Helmut Rohrl

Irma Adams brought in:
Cattleya Mylamiana (C. granulosa x C. crispa)
with 3 flowers on 1 inflorescence. The natural
Spread of the flowers was 11.5 cm. Sepals and petals were light lavender; the spade lip had a dark
purple midlobe and white side lobes.

The Pacific South Judging Center conducts each
month three judging sessions in the Los Angeles
and San Diego area. They are

Gin Gan brought in:
Pleurothallis shuartii with 1 flower on 1 stem. The
natural spread of the flower was 1.5 cm. Sepals
and petals are green, spotted brown; the lip is dark
maroon.

San Marino (Huntington Botanical Gardens) on
the 2nd Saturday at 10 AM.

Betty Kelepesz had:
Bulbophyllum (Jersey x B. carunculatum) with 3
flowers and 3 buds on 2 inflorescences. The natural spread of the flowers is 17.1 cm. The sepals are
tan, striped red brown; the petals are tan, suffused
reddish, striped red brown; the lip is dark maroon,
centrally yellow-brown. AM/AOS.

Visitors—with or without plants—are welcome any
time.

Jerry Spencer presented:
Cattlianthe Varut Startrack (Ctt. Netrasiri Doll x C.
date) with 6 flowers on 1 stem. Natural spread of
flowers 6.2 cm. Sepals and petals are yellow-green,
suffused and spotted brown; lip has dark purple
midlobe, light purple throat.

Batchman, Loren (Solana Beach) 858-755-7572
Rohrl, Helmut (La Jolla) 858-452-0976
Tuskes, Ann and Paul (Clairemont), 858-2745829.

Encinitas (Quail Gardens) on the 1st Monday at 7
PM.

Long Beach (Whaley Park) on the 4th Saturday
at 7 PM.

If a member of the SDCOS wishes to have flowering plants judged at one of these sessions but is
unable to take the plants to the judging facility,
please contact one of the following AOS judges:
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SDCOS Holiday Party
December 1, 2009
By: Steve Mallory, 1st VP

ORCHID
SUPPLIES!
WOOD & WIRE BASKETS  FIR BARK
FERTILIZER  TREE FERN PRODUCTS

I know it seems early but for planning purposes I
need to get started. I would like to do something
different with the food assignments. At the October meeting there will be signup sheets for salad,
desserts, main courses, etc. What will be the catch
is there will only be about twenty slots each and
when they are full you will have to choose something else. This way hopefully we won’t end up
with 50 desserts and 2 entrées. In the past we
seem a little short on main courses. You don’t have
to feed the whole room but it would be great to
have more of mom’s favorite casseroles, or
chicken, what ever.
You may also phone me at 619-405-0412 or e-mail
me at oborchids@gmail.com with your selection.
Get there early to choose what you want.

CORK BARK  NZ SPHAGNUM MOSS
HUMIDITY TRAYS  CLEAR PLASTIC POTS
POTTING MIXES  FERTILIZER INJECTORS

AND SO MUCH MORE!!
WWW.ORCHID-SUPPLIES.COM
WE ARE THE WEST COAST’S LARGEST
DISTRIBUTOR OF ORCHID SUPPLIES—
WHOLESALE INQUIRIES WELCOME!
Or contact us at

CALWEST TROPICAL SUPPLY
11614 Sterling Ave., Riverside, CA 92503
For a free catalog call us at
800-301-9009 or 951-351-1880

You are invited to subscribe to…
California Garden
The perfect gift for a friend, relative or neighbor.
1 year subscription: $12
2 year subscription: $20
Membership in the SAN DIEGO
Floral Association: $15

(619) 232-5762 ▪ www.sdfloral.org

CALAVO GARDENS
Orchid Supplies
Specializing in the needs of the orchid grower
-wood vanda baskets 4”, 6”, 8”, 10” and 12”also great for bulbophyllums and stanhopeas

WORLD-FAMOUS
San Diego Zoo
SENIOR PASS (over 60 years of age):
Yearly rate $45 single and $60 dual
Renewal rates: $30 single and $45 dual
DUAL MEMBERSHIP (under 59 years of age):
Yearly rate $94.
Renewal Rate - $79.
~ For two adults in the same household.
~ A year of FREE UNLIMITED ADMISSION to both the San
Diego Zoo and Wild Animal Park.
~ 6 discount guest coupons good toward admission.
~ A One Year Subsc.ription to ZOONOOZ.
~ Free Zoo Skyfari
~ 4 two-for-one coupons for Zoo Bus Tour.
SINGLE MEMBERSHIP
Yearly rate $75.
Renewal rate $63.
For One Adult.
All of the benefits described above under dual membership.
Prices & benefits subject to change.
For more information, call 619.231.0251
Or call toll free 877.3 MEMBER
Visit our website: www.sandiegozoo.org

4044 Calavo Drive, La Mesa
619-948-5942 bmach16814@aol.com

Your membership supports our plant and animal collections and
includes a monthly visit to our Orchid Odyssey on the third Friday of
each month from 10am until 2pm.
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Orchid Society June
Board Meeting Minutes
September 3, 2009
Attendees: Bruce Berg, Dave Brown, Bob Clark,
Lynn Ford, Dave Hoffmaster, Steve Mallory, Kevin
Rynearson.
President Dave Brown called the meeting to order
at 7:10 PM.
The minutes from the August meeting were approved prior to this Board meeting and were published to the September Newsletter.
Treasurer’s report: The Balance Sheet from the
July Mini Show was submitted and approved by
the Board. It showed a net profit of $1960.10 for
the SDCOS. The Bank Deposit and Check Record
Reports for July and August need further review
and the addition of a line to track sales tax collections. Lynn will submit updated reports at the October Board meeting.
Committee Reports
We have a new category listing of plants for the
October mini show. It lists a number of new judging categories and Dave Brown will email a copy of
the listing to Board members.
Show Committee
Review of the signed and proposed contracts from
Scottish Rite is ongoing.
The Show Committee proposes a $40K budget for
the Spring Show. The Board requested a detailed
breakdown of the budget that must be submitted
before a vote can be held on the matter.
Bruce moved that we increase ticket prices for the
Spring Show by $1 and create a weekend pass for
$10. This will increase the price of a presale ticket
to $6 while tickets sold at the door will be $7. This
will increase the cost of the presale packets to $30
for a packet of 6 tickets. The motion passed.

San Diego Cou nty Orchid Society

for the Spring Show and Bruce has compiled them
into a list. It was moved that the show committee
pick the theme from the list and advise at the next
Board meeting. The motion carried.
Dave Brown suggested we give local TV stations
flowering orchids to be used on camera just prior
to the Spring Show as a means to promote the
show.
Old Business
The picture gallery on the SDCOS web site needs
updated. Ann Tuskes is working with past photographers to obtain the necessary material.
Dave Brown will ask for volunteers to put up the
Christmas tree for the Floral Association December Nights at the Park.
We will not change banks as proposed at the last
Board meeting. After review of the situation, Lynn
determined that it is not in our best interest to
change banks at this time.
New Business
The topic for the main October meeting will be
Australian orchids and the speaker will be Tom
Biggart.
Christopher Croom will talk about what orchids
can be grown outdoors at the novice meeting.
We will not participate at the Home and Gardens
Show the weekend of Sept 18-20. We did not get
the necessary volunteers to man the booth. After
some discussion, we decided that we need someone to coordinate volunteer activities. It was
moved that we put Bruce Berg in charge of coordinating volunteers. The motion passed.
Steve suggested we put out sign-up sheets for the
holiday banquet starting with the October meeting. The idea is to balance the number of appetizers, salads, main dishes and desserts provided.
Steve further suggests we set up a call tree to encourage members to attend the holiday banquet.
The meeting was adjourned at 8:30.

The membership has submitted proposed themes
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2010 Spring Show
A Rainbow of Orchids
The Show Committee selected the theme for the
2010 Spring Show. The winning submittal is “A
Rainbow of Orchids,” submitted by Carol Berg.

Fall Show in the Park
October 24-25
Please join us for the Society’s Fall Show in the
Park. Here are some important details…
•

The Board reviewed and concurred with the proposed budget for the Spring Show. This budget
will be presented to the general membership at the
October meeting and a vote will be taken on it at
the November meeting.
Expenses
Seed Money

$1,500

Advertizing, Marketing, & Printing

$5,500

Sales and Merchandise

$1,000

Awards & Judging

$3,500

Facility

$19,000

Food

$6,000

Supplies, copies, postage

$3,500

Total expenses estimate

$40,000

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

Casa de las Orquideas
Loren and Nancy Batchman

Southern California’s leading source for Cymbidium and Zygopetalum seedlings. Over 30,000
plants in stock from 3” pots to blooming size. Our
complete list of seedlings and flasks is on the
web at www.orquideas.com.
Open by appointment only!
170 South Nardo Avenue, Solana Beach, CA 92075
Phone and Fax: (858) 755-7572
E-mail: casa@orquideas.com

•

Open to the public:
Saturday, October 24, 11:30 AM-5 PM
Sunday, October 25, 9 AM-4:30 PM
Show is held in room 101 of the Casa del Prado
in Balboa Park.
Volunteers are needed. Contact Tom Biggart at
tombiggart@mac.com to learn more.
Friday, October 23 from 6 to 8 PM and Saturday, October 24 from 8 to 10 AM is show plant
registration—bring all your beautiful flowering
plants to the show.
Judging will begin at 10 AM and go until finished when we will open to the public.
Vendors will set up their booths either Friday
night or Saturday morning. Plants will not be
sold until the show opens to the public and the
sales organization is in place
You can donate plants to sell that will benefit
the society. All plants will be welcome.
There will be a Conservation Committee booth
where plants will be sold to benefit the activities of that committee. Feel free to donate
plants to that group as all their activities depend on sales of plants donated by the members of the society.
Take advantage of a members' sales booth
where you can offer for sale your extra divisions in flower or not. Please include an extra
label in the pot with your name and the price
of the plant. When the plant is sold that label
will be removed and you will be paid for the
plant (less a 20% commission to the society).
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Letter From the Editor
Dear SDCOS,
I apologize in advance if this Newsletter is a little late and anemic, but I feel lucky to have gotten it out at
all due to suffering this week from both a virus and an acute bacterial infection (I’ll spare you the gory and
disgusting details). I will be ready to present at the Novice meeting next week, however, and my talk will
contain useful information for beginning orchid growers who might not have money or space set aside for
a shade– or greenhouse and therefore have to utilize their outdoor environments for growing orchids “au
naturel.” While my plants are a bit scrappy due to the heat we’ve all been suffering from, one of the main
points of my talk will be that orchids are much tougher than they look most of the time and unless you’re
just trying to rack up points from judges for awards you’ll have the privilege of paying for, you’ll find that a
surprising number of your plants can thrive in our outdoor climate, the best growing climate in the world.
While you may not believe that we have the best growing climate in the world here in San Diego, especially
given the recent desert-like conditions our plants have endured, there is a reason why we have a thriving agricultural industry here (and it would be even bigContact Information:
ger if we had City and County leadership that was capable of planning and preChristopher Croom
paring for drought). Southern California has what is known as a
“Mediterranean” climate, which is a geographic designation we share with a few
(619) 583-3804
other limited areas in the world and includes not only our temperature range,
rainfall,
and humidity, but also our soil types. Those living in Mediterranean
batescroom@cox.net
climates can grow the widest possible range of temperate, subtropical, and
tropical plants anywhere in the world. It turns out that the temperature range
you like is also ideal for most growing things. So, hot or not, we are truly blessed. Believe in your climate,
and grow outdoors. Also don’t miss our show on the 24th (details inside)!
Happy Growing,
Christopher

