
To promote interest in orchids and their cultivation,
to educate by exchanging information and experiences

related to successful orchid culture, and to support
the conservation of orchids in the wild.
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SPRING SHOW CELEBRATION PARTY
May 2nd, 6:00 PM

By Kay Klausing
Our  regularly  scheduled  meeting 
Tuesday,  will be replaced in May by  our  
annual  awards  potluck  banquet  to  
celebrate  our  successful  Spring Show  
and  Plant Sale. 

A big “Thank you!” to al l the 
volunteers who enabled the show!  It 
was a great success  and would have 
not been possible without your help! 
Please  join  us  for  an  evening  of  
socializing  and  a  good  meal. 

Ann and Paul Tuskes  will  present  a  
slide show displaying all  the  beautiful  
orchids,  displays  and  volunteers  at  
the  show. 

Appetizers and drinks will be served at 6 
pm followed by Dinner.  A selection of  
entrées (Mexican cuisine) and  non-
alcoholic beverages  will  be  provided  
by  SDCOS  as  well  as  plates,  cups  
and  utensils. 

If  you  did  not  have  a  chance  to  sign  
up  for  the  potluck  dinner  at  the  April  

meeting  please  bring  a  food  item  to  
share  and  join  us. 

Potluck food categories include: 

Appetizers 

Salads  

Breads 

Vegetable or side dish 

Dessert 

Note  that  there  is  no  plant  forum  or  
plant  opportunity  table  this  month. 

However, the regularly scheduled AOS 
judging in room 104 will take place as 
usual (6 PM).

Members are encouraged to bring a 
blooming orchid to be used as a 
decorative centerpiece for the dining 
tables.
Please contact Kay Klausing if you have 
any questions. 

Email: 

Firstvp@sdorchids.com
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President’s Message

In celebration of a beautiful Spring Show, 
we’ll enjoy our Annual Awards Banquet 
this month, in place of our regularly 
scheduled meeting. While relishing good 
food and delighting in each other’s company, 
Ann Tuskes will take us on a journey to re-
experience highlights of our Spring Show 
with lots of orchid pictures, including many of 
the participants who made it such a success. 
Again, thank you and congratulations to all 
who participated!
April 8th – 9th, SDCOS participated in the 
Coronado Flower Show at Spreckels Park 
on Coronado Island. When I arrived early 
Saturday morning I was very pleased to see 
an outstanding display of beautiful orchids, 
brought in on Friday afternoon. Debby 
Halliday arrived shortly thereafter with another 
load of orchids, along with Felisa & Ernesto 
Acantilado and Anita & Jerry Spencer. Jerry 
was toting a big red wagon filled with orchids. 
I was happy to see the orchids displayed 
being enjoyed by a tremendous number of 
visitors. Debby and I were handing out our 
show bookmarks at a crazy pace while 
answering numerous questions about orchids 
and their care. Read more in Debby’s 
column about the weekend on page 8. 
Don’t miss the link featuring KUSI’s 
interview with Debby and see many of the 
orchids displayed.
It was very nice to reconnect with the good 
folks of the Coronado and San Diego 
Floral Associations. I had many nice visits 
on Saturday. One was with Laura Starr, who 
coordinated the Master Gardener’s Seminar 
Marketplace which we participated in, the 
week before “Orchid Fiesta!”. Laura extended 
an invitation to us to participate in future MG 
Marketplaces and also asked us to contribute 
orchid talks at future MG Seminars.  
SDCOS participated in the Master 
Gardener Association of San Diego 

County Spring Marketplace on Saturday, 
March 18. This was a day well spent, 
informing visitors of our club and promoting 
our shows. Lico Orchids was next to us with a 
sales booth stocked with an interesting 
selection of quality orchids; I especially 
enjoyed seeing Nico Goossens’ community 
pots of Bletilla striata, the Chinese ground 
orchid, in bloom. Bob Clark arrived early with 
his Cymbidium  ‘Death by Chocolate’ and set 
up our SDCOS booth with canopy, chairs, 
tables, show postcards, bookmarks, plus 
membership pamphlets. I followed at 8 am 
with our Spring Show poster, a load of orchids 
loaned by Debby Halliday which included  a 
pink Cymbidium hybrid, Catt. Cariad’s Mini 
Quinee, BLC. Orange Treat, SLC. Aloha 
Jewel x Gold Medallions, Paph. Toni Semple 
x Paph. liemianum, a mini pink Phal and a 
Dendrochilum wenzelli i. I brought my 
own Dendrochilum  uncatum. Debby Halliday 
joined us later in the morning. Together, we 
arranged the orchids to make a very attractive 
booth which enticed many visitors. Through 
the day, orchid related questions were 
answered by the four of us, dispelling myths 
about orchid care in many conversations. We 
invited all passers-by to come to our shows, 
handing out a few hundred bookmarks. We 
depleted our supply of “Orchid Fiesta!” 
postcards, handing them out to those 
interested in coming. Many visitors had 
attended past spring shows and were 
delighted to be reminded of the date. I thank 
our host, the Master Gardeners of San Diego. 
I found this group very friendly, informative 
and inviting. In the afternoon, I took a walk 
around, visiting many of the booths and 
learning much. For my garden, I purchased a 
c o u p l e e a c h o f  T a n a c e t u m 
pa r then ium  ( f eve r few)  and Lychn i s 
coronaria  (rose campion), plus a number of 
heirloom tomato plants. The tomatoes are 
already setting fruit. I look forward to enjoying 
them soon.  I highly recommend those who

continued on page 3
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President’s message, continued

enjoy gardening to attend next year’s MG 
Spring Seminar and Marketplace. The 
marketplace alone is worth the visit. There 
are many seminars scheduled throughout the 
day. These can fill up fast, so pre-registration 
is essential. If you are interested in attending 
next year, you may subscribe at  Master 
Gardener Association of San Diego County 
mailing list. For general interest, visit  http://
www.mastergardenerssandiego.org/
This month gives us another opportunity 
for community outreach with Fiesta 
Botanica: Celebrating Balboa Park’s 
Plants & Gardens, sponsored by the Balboa 
Park Conservancy and the City of San Diego. 
Join us May 27th, from 10 am to 3 pm, at the 
SDCOS booth on the Prado. Check out the 
Fiesta Botanica link above for all of the 
events scheduled throughout the day.
J u n e p r o v i d e s a m a j o r o u t r e a c h 
opportunity for us at the San Diego 
County Fair, as well as chances for you to 
win ribbons and cash prizes with your 
orchids. Go to https://sdfair.com/exhibits/
flower-show/ to complete the required pre-
registration. The dead-line is Friday, May 12th.  
See Bruce’s article on page 6 for more 
details. 

Summer is just about here! Are you 
ready? May is a good time to go through your 
collection to inspect, clean, and re-pot where 
needed – deteriorated bark or other mediums 
must be replaced for your orchids to thrive 
through the summer months. 
I wish you success in growing orchids! 
Scott La Bouff
___________________________________
From the Membership Desk
Please welcome our newest members: Jackie 
Rodriguez, William Tse, Chris Dawson, and 
Bonnie. And we welcome back Ed 
Danielewicz. Hope you all  enjoyed the Spring 
Show – Orchid Fiesta!

Bob
__________________________________
Correction 
The winner of Section 601 Miniature Cattleya 
(Amateur) at the Spring Show was Betty 
Kelepecz for C. intermedia v. coerulea aquinii 
‘Blue Splash’ x C. Claesiana Coerulea aquinii 
‘Haneda, as well as the Bishop Trophy for 
Best Miniature Cattleya Hybrid (same 
plant). In the April newsletter, Renate Schmidt 
was listed as the winner.  The editors regret 
the error and congratulate Betty for a 
wonderful plant and well deserved award!
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SDCOS is now on twitter!  

Check out https://twitter.com/SDOrchids
Twitter, with use by members, promotes our mission. 
Get regular meeting and show updates. 
Try it out. Post your favorite orchid photo of the 
moment.
 Perhaps share a timely culture tip. Sign-up is easy!

https://twitter.com/SDOrchids
https://twitter.com/SDOrchids
http://www.sdorchids.com
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Judging at the San Diego Judging Center (Casa Del Prado, Balboa Park), April, 2017.   
There were 6 orchids presented for judging.   None were awarded.  

Judging at the March Spring Show at Scottish Rite Event Center 
Text and photos by Phyllis Prestia  

There were a great many orchids presented for judging.   Six were awarded: 

Onc.Issaku Nagata 'R. L. Hammer' AM/AOS 
Exhibited by Debbie Halliday 
Awarded AM/AOS 83 points Den. faciferum 'Santa Fe Sunrise' CCM/AOS 

Exhibited by Debbie Halliday 
Awarded CCM/AOS 88 points

http://www.sdorchids.com
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L. jongheana 'Paradox' FCC/AOS 
Exhibited by Paul Tuskes 
Awarded FCC/AOS 91 points 

Max. lawrenceana 'Eddie' CCM/AOS 
Exhibited by John Alexander 
Awarded CCM/AOS 85 points 

Rhyncholaelia glauca 'Eddie' HCC/AOS 
Exhibited by John Alexander 
Awarded HCC/AOS 79 points 

Cym. Ha Bui 'His Majesty' AM/AOS 
Exhibited by Ha Bui 
Awarded AM/AOS 84 points 

http://www.sdorchids.com
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County Fair Update
By Bruce Berg

The county fair website is now open for 
online registration for individuals who wish to 
participate in the 2017 San Diego County 
Fair orchid competition.  You have until May 
12 to complete your registration to compete 
for ribbons and cash awards associated with 
the ribbons.  Go to SDFAIR.com and select 
“participate” then select “competitive exhibits” 
then scroll down until you see the flowers box 
and select “flower show.”    When you select 
flower show “enter now”, you will be taken to 
a screen that starts your registration process. 
Hit the “register button.”  You will need to use 
a credit card to pay the registration fee.  
Follow the prompts to get to the screen 
where you select whether you want to 
register for one show, or all 5 shows.  There 
is one show per week during the duration of 
the fair.  It is a good idea to print out and read 
the rules before registering.  Orchids are the 
last two Divisions, 5100 and 5101.  

New cash prizes added!  Ken Campbell has 
created the Sprague Award to recognize the 
person winning the most blue ribbons in the 
Cattleya category for plants less than 12”.  It 
is a $50 cash award in honor of his family.  In 
addition, the San Diego County Orchid 
Society is sponsoring a $100 cash prize for 
the person winning the most blue ribbons in 
the other categories.  The money was raised 
by plant donations sold at Park Shows by fair 
participants.
We have been given the opportunity to have 
the use of the stage on June 7th to put on 
demonstrations of repotting and talks about 
orchid culture.  We can also have tables set 
up where we can do more hands on repotting 
and interacting with the public on that date. If 
we have some plants or planting materials for 
sale, we can sell them here.  I’m inviting the 
folks at Palomar and CSA to join us as we’ve 
done in the past in a joint activity to meet and 
greet, but with a more interesting twist this 
year.  If you are interested, let Bruce Berg 
know.  See you at the fair!

SDCOS is registered as a non-profit on 
Amazon’s Smile program. You shop - 
Amazon gives. When you shop at
https://smile.amazon.com/
your purchases will support the San Diego 
County Orchid Society.  Enter “San Diego 
County Orchid Society” when prompted to 
select an organization
Amazon donates 0.5% of the price of eligible 
AmazonSmile purchases to the organization 
of your choice. 
AmazonSmile is the same as amazon.com.  
You get the same products, price and 
service. 

http://SDFAIR.com
http://www.sdorchids.com
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http://amazon.com
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http://amazon.com
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Repotting Workshop
By Debby Haliday

Debby Halliday hosted a potting 
workshop at her home in Rancho 
Santa Fe on Saturday, April 15.  The 
weather could not have been more 
perfect with a fresh breeze and plenty 
of sunshine.  We were pleased that 
everyone got the message since we 
changed from Bruce & Carol Berg’s 
house at the last minute.
We met for lunch and greenhouse 
tours at noon.  The offerings for lunch 
may have been the best ever, with 
fruit, two kinds of pancit, salads, 
wraps, and brownies and cake for 
dessert.  It’s worth coming to the 
workshop just for the food!  
After lunch, Debby demonstrated how 
to repot a Phalaenopsis that has 
grown too tall for its pot.  She also 
broke apart and repotted C. Jungle Eyes into 
two pieces.  There was a lively “guess the 
number” raffle at the end for the extra piece.  
Carol Kerr was the lucky winner.  Ben 
Machado supplied a good variety of pots and 
plenty of medium. We had newspapers and 
scissors and even a burlap on the lawn for 
splitting up a cymbidium.  Everyone 
worked hard at repotting the plants 
they had brought along.  As the 
afternoon progressed, our attendees 
became more confident and their 
plants ended up looking much fresher 
in their new pots.
We had several long-time members 
on hand to give advice to our 
newcomers.  Our thanks to Jack 
Schaefer, Bruce Berg, and Anita & 
Jerry Spencer for helping out.  Also a 
special thanks to Susie Machado for 
leaving the kitchen spotless.
It turned out to be a nice friendly 
group and we all had a good time.  

We hope our new members Gary & Sara, 
Edee, and Alice went away feeling more 
capable with their orchids and better 
acquainted with our society.
If you missed this workshop, don’t worry.  
We’ll schedule at least one more before the 
potting season is over.
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The Coronado Flower Show – the 
orchid display was outstanding!
by Debby Halliday
The Coronado Flower Show was held 
the weekend of April 8 & 9 in 
Spreckels Park in Coronado.  It was a 
lovely show, with many beautiful 
exhibits.  One of the best, according 
to our many visitors, was the orchid 
display.  This is our second year of 
participation in the Coronado show 
and we did have a great exhibit.  
Thanks to ou r members who 
contributed and the local orchid 
growers in Coronado, we had 61 
orchids to enjoy from a wide variety of 
genera and species.  
Chris and Nancy Nygard from 
Coronado did a beautiful job of setting 
up the tables and provided snacks 
and support throughout the weekend.  
The TV team from KUSI came by on 
Saturday morning for an interview with 
Debby.  Quite a few people mentioned 
seeing it and Debby had a chance to mention 
our shows as well as to talk about the fun of 
growing orchids. See the interview 
here:	SDCOS	at	CFS	on	KUSI.
The following SDCOS members participated.  
Anita & Jerry Spencer, Felisa Acantilado, 
Carol Kerr, Bruce Berg, and Debby Halliday 
all brought plants and most volunteered.  
Scott La Bouff and Tom Ketelaar also 
volunteered.  We had our July show poster in 
a prominent position and gave away lots and 
lots of bookmarks. We also generally 
astounded our many visitors with the beauty 
and variety of orchids.  It was surprising how 
many people had no idea that we gave four 
orchid shows a year.  The interest and 
enthusiasm of our visitors was quite 
rewarding.
We also won prizes!  Jerry and Anita won 
both Best Cattleya for their specimen Ctt. 

Straight Answer ‘No Question’ and Best 
Cymbidium for Cym. Lambert Day.  Debby 
Halliday again won Best Orchid for her 
Brassia Rex ‘Chorus Line’ which had 8 
spikes in bloom this year.  The other 
members all won many blue and red ribbons 
for their beautiful plants as well.  
The organizers and judges were very 
impressed with our exhibit and urged us to 
come again next year.  We’re expected to 
have a new and larger display space, so we 
will definitely want to be there.  This is a fun 
show with music and even beer available.  
It’s local and presents a great opportunity to 
promote our club and our shows.  It’s also 
two weeks after the SDCOS spring show, so 
those plants that didn’t quite make it in time 
get a second chance to show off!

https://spaces.hightail.com/receive/v5nQ4144Is
http://www.sdorchids.com
https://spaces.hightail.com/receive/v5nQ4144Is
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Bark Potting Mixes
By Bruce Berg
There is no perfect potting mix for all orchids. 
We use potting mixes for several purposes.  
First, they hold the plants in the pots; second, 
they protect the roots and keep them moist 
while allowing air to circulate around the 
roots and aid in keeping the plant healthy.  
Our goal is to give the roots an environment 
as close to living on a tree branch in the 
tropics as we can.  Probably the number one 
reason our orchids die is that the roots 
cannot breathe when the mix deteriorates 
and smothers them with gooey muck.  This 
article addresses bark mixtures.  I do not feel 
qualified to give advice on the use of 
sphagnum or terrestrial mixes.  
What kinds of materials are used for 
potting mixes?  Here is a subject where you 
can have fun doing some experimenting, 
researching, and talking to other growers.  
There are many possibilities ranging from the 
commonly used materials like tree bark, 
sphagnum moss, perlite, charcoal, clay 
pellets (aliflor), coconut chips; or more exotic 
mater ia ls, where you can use your 
imagination.  SBOE uses gravel to up-pot 
their plants.  This works well, although it 
makes the pot heavy and requires a lot of 
watering.  Charley Fouquette tells a story of a 
grower who planted in broken pieces of glass 
and still had good results.  Most of us have at 
one time acquired an orchid that came in 
sphagnum moss.  Plants can be transitioned 
to bark, although I’d recommend using a fine 
bark the first year after repotting.
Bark Types:  The most inexpensive bark that 
is suitable for repotting is called “Sequoia” 
bark.  It will usually last for two to three years 
in the pot before starting to decompose.  I 
have found that many of my Cattleyas have 
grown over the edge of their pots by the end 
of this period anyway, so this bark works fine 
for these plants for me.

Moving up in price, you will find Orchiata 
Bark and Kiwi Bark.  These are New Zealand 
pine barks and will last much longer and are 
much cleaner (less dust) than Sequoia Bark.  
They have also been dried and aged, and 
tend to be easier to moisten.  These are ideal 
for slower spreading plants such as the 
Oncidiums and Encyclias.
Bark mixes:  Typically orchid bark comes in 
three sizes:  small, medium, and large. If you 
can, screen the bark using two screen sizes: 
one size to separate out >1/2” bark and the 
second <1/8” bark.  This will give you some 
really big chunks that are good for top 
dressing a pot for a show display, and more 
importantly it removes the dust and the really 
fine stuff that decomposes first when you 
start watering your plants. 
In addition to bark, you will want to add in 
perlite.  Use the large size.  Ben Machado 
sells a good coarse grade material.  I also 
like to add in agricultural grade charcoal, 
based on results that Alex Nadzan has 
documented.
If you use coconut chips for Cymbidiums, the 
literature recommends that you flush them 
with fresh water several times. I was told 
years ago to flush until you can get the tds 
reading of the water that you soak the chips 
in below 1000 or less.   The coconuts are 
transported in rafts immersed in salt water 
and the salts need to be flushed out before 
being used.
General guidelines:  These guidelines are 
flexible and are a starting point.  Try 
something and observe the plant over a 
growing season.  If it doesn’t work, try 
adjusting your mix.  Talk to someone who is 
growing a plant like yours and see what mix 
they are using.
As a general practice, you want a mix that is 
sized to work with the type of plant you are 
potting.  Smaller roots stay moister with 

continued on page 10
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Agua Caliente Campout a Success!
By Bruce Berg

The Society campout and hike the weekend 
of March 30 – April 2 was a perfect weekend 
to see the desert in bloom.  The wild flowers 
put on a show that our guide Nico said was a 
once in a lifetime experience to see.  
Participants included: Gabriella and Gabriel 
Penazola, Jesus and Mina Grijalva, Stephany 
and Scott Pursglow, Carol Kerr, Hideko and 
Willy Dorsey, Nico Goossens, Michelle and 
Marlena Van Dyke, Bruce and Carol Berg, 
Arnie Gum and Pierre, Linda Gardner, Lena 
Shiroma and Corey Krell.  The youngest 
participant was Marlena Van Dyke at 5years 
old, and the oldest was Hideko Dorsey at 91.   
Everyone made the hike.

Members and guests camped together and 
shared potluck meals under the clear desert 
skies.  We hiked up the Moonlight trail on 
Saturday morning and found the patch of 
Epipactis gigantea in full bloom.  Along the 
way, Nico described for us the many other 
plants in bloom.  After lunch, part of the group 
went with Nico to explore desert flowers at 
another location, while Arnie Gum and Pierre 
led several other members to Borrego 
Springs where Pierre was a featured artist at 
a local art gallery show with some of his 
ceramic art creations.  Other activities 
included enjoying the hot water pools, 
enjoying a campfire, and looking for croaking 

frogs at night with flashlights.  Sunday we 
broke camp and members did some 
independent exploring on their way home.

__________________________________
Bark potting mixes continued from page 9

smaller size mixes, larger coarser roots 
generally do better with larger size bark.  The 
pot size also matters, with smaller size bark 
more suitable to small pots and larger bark 
for larger pots, where small bark might hold 
too much water.
I have several plastic storage bins with tight 
lids that I use to mix up batches of potting 
mix of different proportions.  After mixing 
them up, I soak each mixture in water plus 
Physan 20 at about 2t per gallon.  It acts a 
wetting agent and will keep the mix fresh if 
you store it.  After draining, I put the medium 
into the sealed container and mark it with 
blue tape showing the proportions so that I’ll 
know what’s in it when starting to repot a new 
plant.  
The next step is to figure out the 
proportions. This is what I use.
Small rooted plants, seedlings 1st year out of 
compots, Oncidiums, and small Cymbidiums: 
5 parts small bark, 1 part perlite, 1 part 
charcoal.  For 4 - 6” pots containing Catts, 4 
part medium bark, 1 part perlite, 1 part 
charcoal.  For large Catts 4 parts large bark, 
1 part perlite, 1 part charcoal.  For Larger 
Cymbidiums, 4 parts medium coconut chips, 
1 part perlite, 1 part charcoal (or use tree 
bark if you do not have coconut). 
Good luck with your repotting and remember 
that your society hosts repotting workshops 
periodically where you can bring your plants 
in for hands on help with learning how to 
repot. We also have culture classes every 
month at our monthly meetings where you 
can learn a variety of topics about orchid 
culture.
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San Diego County Orchid Society
General Meeting Minutes

April 4, 2017
Summary
As stated in the current By-Laws, ARTICLE 
VIII  BY-LAWS, AMENDMENT OF, “These 
By-Laws may be amended at any time by a 
majority vote of the Board of Directors and 
approved by two-thirds vote of the members 
present and entitled to vote at any regular 
monthly meeting, provided due notice of the 
proposed amendment has been given at a 
preceding meeting.”  At the February 2, 2017 
Board of Directors Regular Meeting, the 
Board had reviewed the proposed By-Laws 
revisions and voted to place them before the 
membership for a vote.  SDCOS President, 
Scott LaBouff, at the March 7, 2017 General 
Meeting, made the announcement the 
revised By-Laws had been made available 
and presented to the membership through 
the March 2017 newsletter and a vote would 
take place at the April 4, 2017 General 
Meeting. 

During the “Announcements” section of the 
SDCOS General Meeting held Tuesday, 
04/04/2017, Debby Halliday, Second Vice-
President, requested Bob Clark, By-Laws 
revision coordinator, approach the podium to 
direct voting upon the By-Laws revisions.  He 
reviewed that the revisions had been 
presented to the Board and membership as 
required.  Bob requested from the floor a 
motion to approve the revised By-Laws.  
Carol Kerr made a motion the revised By-
Laws be approved as presented.  The motion 
was seconded and a request for discussion 
was made.  There was no discussion.  A 
verbal vote was taken, no negative votes 
were heard.  The motion to approve the 
revised By-Laws was passed by the 
members present and entitled to vote.
Debby thanked Bob, the Board, and 
members of the By-Laws revision committee 
for all of the long, tedious, and hard work for 
a project that had taken numerous months to 
complete.
Respectfully submitted,
Tom Ketelaar, Secretary

San Diego County Orchid Society
Minutes of the Board of Directors Regular 

Meeting
April 6, 2017

Summary
Attendees:
Scott LaBouff, Kay Klausing, Debby Halliday, 
Tom Ketelaar, Bob Clark, Carol Kerr, Carey 
McCoy and Bruce Berg.  Carol Berg was not 
present - excused absent.  
The meeting was held at Balboa Park - Casa 
Del Prado Building, Room 104.  The call to 
order came at 7:08 P.M. by Kay Klausing, 
First Vice-President.  President, Scott 
LaBouff, entered the meeting at 7:11 P.M. and 
presided.
Secretary’s Report: - Tom Ketelaar

No March 2017 Board meeting was held; 
there were no minutes to be approved.  The 
General membership meeting had been held 
on Tuesday, April 4 where a vote on the 
revised By-Laws occurred.  The revised By-
Laws were approved.
Treasurer’s Report: - Carol Berg
Carol sent an email that she was compiling 
the report and would provide it to the Board 
members in the next few weeks.
Membership Report: - Bob Clark
Membership for the month ending March 31, 
2017 was 349.

continued on page 12
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Minutes of the Board Meeting continued

2017 Spring Show Review: - Deborah 
Halliday
The show went smoothly.  A BIG THANK 
YOU goes to all of the volunteers for giving of 
their time, active participation, and efforts; 
there were a number of new participants at 
this year’s show.  It appears that attendance 
was about the same as in 2016 but that will 
be verified once all data is gathered.  The 
number of vendors was the same as in 2016; 
some vendors stated they had better results 
than 2016 while others did not.  Water and 
the lunch room were available for longer 
hours than in past years.  Vendors and 
volunteers appreciated that availability.  The 
published program turned a profit this year.  
The addition of the art display area this year 
seemed to have good response with not only 
many participants but also many visitors and 
favorable comments.  For the first time at a 
spring show the Kids’ Corner was available.  
Throughout the show days the Kids’ Corner 
had good response.  Judging activities went 
well with good participation; the teams 
managed their allotted time favorably and 
accomplished their tasks.  This year a 
number of artists participated with judging of 
the exhibit display areas.  A special thank you 
is given to Susan Lewitt for her educational 
towers display and donating them to the 
organization for future use; they always bring 
good response.  The Best of Section 
appeared somewhat thin this year since 
many plant winners were located in the 
exhibit sections.  This will be a point of 
discussion for the show committee for next 
year’s planning.  The financial results are in 
the process of being tabulated and final 
results will be made known in the future.  For 
the People’s Choice ballots, there was a 
much lower rate of return than what normally 
appears at the park shows.  Visitors were not 
physically handed the ballots and instructed 
how to use them; this process will be 

reviewed by the show committee.  The ballots 
contained a survey of what methods visitors 
learned of the spring show.  This is used in 
order to learn the best placement of 
marketing dollars.  Forty-three percent of 
ballot surveys turned in stated visitors 
learned of the show from friends.  A couple of 
new marketing activities were incorporated 
for this year’s show and the committee will be 
reviewing their future use.  Many comments 
and compliments were received about the 
bookmarks and advertising postcards used to 
make the public aware of the various shows 
throughout the year.  A request is made of the 
membership for suggestions on how to get 
better show exposure to prospective 
attendees.  At this year’s show there were the 
normal annual returnees; they are always 
welcomed and appreciated.  The spring show 
committee will be meeting soon to discuss 
what went well, what did not, improvements 
to consider, and to begin planning of the 
2018 Spring Show.
President’s Items:
1.  The Master Gardener Association of San 
Diego County Spring Seminar on March 18, 
2017 went well with good reception and 
interest.
2.  The society will participate and have a 
display at the Coronado Flower Show on 
April 8-9.  Scott or Debby will give a brief 
report in the May newsletter.
3.  On May 27th Fiesta Botanica will take 
place on the Prado from 10:00 A.M. – 3:00 
P.M.  Setup will take place from 8:00 – 9:30 
A.M.  It is a community outreach for all 
SDBGF (San Diego Botanical Garden 
Foundation) clubs.  The SDCOS application 
has been accepted.  There is no cost to 
attend, a canopy, tables, and chairs are 
provided.  If you wish to assist, please 
contact Scott LaBouff.

continued on page 13
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Casa de las Orquideas
Southern California’s leading source for 
Cymbidium and Zygopetalum seedlings. 

Over 30,000 plants in stock from 3” pots to 
blooming size. Our complete list of seedlings 

and flasks is on the web at 
www.orquideas.com

Open by appointment only!
170 S. Nardo Ave., Solana Beach, CA 92075.

Phone and Fax: (858) 755-7572

CHULA ORCHIDS

Clear Orchid Pots
See all we offer on our

website
www.chulaorchids.com
Shipping from Oregon is

Ship Mon arrive Wed.

Email me at 
htolen@chulaorchids.com

San Diego County Orchid Society www.sdorchids.com
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Minutes of the Board Meeting continued

4.  The SDBGF has approved storage space in 
room 104 for a rolling book case to hold the 
Helmut Rohrl library and other society books.  
Scott made a motion to allocate up to $500.00 
from the Jim Wright account to purchase 
materials and build the case.  The motion was 
seconded.  The Board voted and the motion 
passed.  The activity of having the library case 
and books present at the monthly meetings is in 
the planning process.
5.  The Nominating Committee is being formed 
for the approaching annual election of officers 
and one director-at-large.  Scott will be 
requesting the assistance of members to 
participate on this committee.
6.  Scott reminds the membership that because 
the July Fourth holiday for 2017 being a Tuesday, 
the July General meeting will take place on 
Monday, July 3rd at the normal location and time.
First Vice-President Items: - Kay Klausing
1.  There will be no speaker for the May meeting 
since May will be the potluck awards dinner.  The 
main course, beverages, supplies, etc. will be 
provided by the organization.  Scott made a 
motion to expend up to $300.00 for the May 
awards dinner.  The motion was seconded, voted 
on, and passed.  Kay will provide more 
information in the May newsletter.
Second Vice-President Items: - Debby Halliday
1.  With the occurrence of the May awards dinner 
and activities, there will be no Culture Class.

2.  There will be a perpetual announcement 
placed in the newsletter regarding the availability 
of the virus testing service and the “Dr. is In” 
program.
3.  Debby will provide a review of the orchid 
potting workshop held April 15, 2017.  
Past President Items: - Bruce Berg
1.  In the May newsletter Bruce will provide more 
information and details about participation in and 
available awards at this year’s San Diego County 
Fair.  
2.  Cary McCoy and Bruce Berg continue the 
process of planning the display the Society will 
have at this year’s San Diego County Fair.  
Membership is reminded that ideas, comments, 
volunteers, materials, etc. are always welcome.
3.  For the “Orchids in the Park” shows, 
consideration is being given to the lay-out in 
order to accommodate more vendors.  
Scheduled Date for the next Board Meeting:
Thursday, May 4, 2017, at 7:00 P.M. – Balboa 
Park - Casa Del Prado building, Room 104

Meeting Adjournment: 9:58 P.M.
Respectfully submitted,
Tom Ketelaar, Secretary
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SANTA BARBARA ORCHID ESTATE
Every day a different orchid—check out

"Orchid-Of-The-Day" at www.sborchid.com
Specializing in outdoor-growing

orchids for coastal California, incl. Laelia anceps
and hybrids, Cymbidium species and hybrids,

and species.

Open daily: Mon-Sat, 8 to 4:30, Sun 11-4
1250 Orchid Drive, Santa Barbara, CA 93111

(800) 553-3387 sboe@sborchid.com

San Diego County Orchid Society www.sdorchids.com

World Famous San Diego Zoo
All memberships listed below are for zip 
codes 91900-92899 and include unlimited 
admission to the San Diego Zoo and Safari 
Park for one year.
DUAL MEMBERSHIP (for two adults in the 
same household)

Yearly rate $119.
Renewal Rate  $104.

SINGLE MEMBERSHIP (for one adult)
Yearly rate $98.
Renewal rate $86.

~ A year of FREE UNLIMITED ADMISSION to 
both the San Diego Zoo and Wild Animal 
Park.
~ 6 discount guest coupons good toward 
admission.
~ A One Year Subscription to ZOONOOZ.
~ Free Zoo Skyfari.
~ 4 two-for-one coupons for Zoo Bus Tour.
Prices & benefits subject to change.
For more information, call 619.231.0251
Or call toll free 877.3 MEMBER
Visit our website: www.sandiegozoo.org
Your membership supports our plant and 
animal collections and includes a monthly 
visit to our Orchid Odyssey on the third Friday 
of each month from 10am until 2pm.
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Orchid Hotlines
The SDCOS offers this service to members 
who seek cultural information about their 
orchids. Here are some friendly hobbyists with 
a great deal of experience about certain types 
of orchids, and they have kindly volunteered to 
answer your questions.
Cattleyas, Oncidium/Odonts, Phals, other
Greenhouse grown, West SD County
Debby Halliday debhallid@gmail.com
858-756-3578
Species, all types
Indoor and outdoor
Ann & Paul Tuskes (858) 274-5829
Paphiopedilums
Ann Tuskes (858) 274-5829
Vandas, Ascocendas
Edith and Leno Galvan (619) 441-7503
Encyclias, Epidendrums, Laelias
Christopher Croom (619) 583-3804
Pleurothallids
Christopher Croom (619) 583-3804
Cymbidiums
Karl Batchman casa@orquideas.com
Northeast County, all types
Dave Reid, Reid’s Orchids  (760) 310-2153
San Diego Central
Outdoor, all types
Fred Tomaschke (619) 276-3235
San Diego East County, all types
Bud Close (619) 444-8839
South County, all types
Genie Hammond (619) 426-6831

Enjoy the CALIFORNIA
GARDENS magazine with your

membership in San Diego
Floral Association.

$45
(619)232-5762

www.sdfloral.org
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San Diego County Orchid Society

Orchid Dates to Remember
May 2nd, 6:00 PM
SDCOS Spring Show Celebration Party
First Tuesday of the month
Casa Del Prado, Balboa Park, Room 101
May 3rd
Palomar Orchid Society Meeting
Culture class at 6:30; program at 7:00
First Wednesday of the month
Lake San Marcos Pavilion
331105 La Bonita Dr., San Marcos, CA 92078
May 4th, 7:00 PM
SDCOS Board Meeting
Normally the Thursday following the General
Meeting, Casa Del Prado, Balboa Park, Room104
May 6th
SDCOS Species Group Meeting
First Saturday of the month
Paul or Ann Tuskes (858) 274-5829
May 17th
Cymbidium Society Meeting
Regular meeting, third Wednesday of month
Culture class at 6:30, Meeting at 7:00 
Lake San Marcos Pavilion
1105 La Bonita Dr., San Marcos, CA 92078
orchldy2@mac.com or (760) 732-0055
May 19th
San Diego Zoo's Orchid Odyssey
Third Friday of the month
10 AM-2 PM (orchid greenhouse is open)
Janette Gerrity (619) 231-1515 ext. 4306
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San Diego County 
Orchid Society
Board of Directors

President: Scott LaBouff
First VP: Kay Klausing
Second VP: Debby Halliday
Treasurer: Carol Berg
Secretary: Tom Ketelaar
Directors: Bob Clark

Carol Kerr
Carey McCoy

Past President: Bruce Berg
Membership Chair: Bob Clark

Meetings
San Diego Orchid Society meetings are held
the first Tuesday of each month at the Casa
Del Prado in Balboa Park.
Culture Class: 6:30 PM, Room 101
General Meeting: 7:30 PM, Room 101

Newsletter Entries
If you have monthly meetings, classifieds,
submissions of interest, photos, or 
announcements related to orchids, please 
contact

David Eveleth at develethos@gmail.com.

Information for the newsletter must be submitted 
by the 15th of the month. 

Advertisers
Please contact Carol Berg at
winklerca@yahoo.com.
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mailto:develethos@gmail.com
mailto:winklerca@yahoo.com


San Diego County Orchid Society
P.O. Box 161020
San Diego, CA 92176

1st Class 

Postage 

Required

From the editor - 
If you are reading the newsletter before the May 
meeting, that means that we have published in 
time but only “by the skin of our teeth”.  Of 
course, teeth don't have skin (even if it feels that 
way some monday mornings).  This idiom is 
quite old but very common.  An idiom using 
orchids is the term “orchid children”, connoting - 
to us SDCOS members quite unfairly - children 
that have a higher biological reactivity to stress.  
This in turn derives from a Swedish idiom 
“dandelion children” referring to children who 
thrive in any conditions and are resilient.  Of 
course, we prefer the orchids and they are not 
so hard to make develop into beautiful flowers!

See h t tps : / / scho t t .b logs .ny t imes .com/
2011/02/03/orchid-children/?_r=0
Suggestions for the newsletter always welcome.

May your plants always grow!   
David 
develethos@gmail.com
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