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SEPTEMBER 2004 NOVICE MEETING
September 7th, 2004, 6:30 PM - CASA DEL PRADO - ROOM 104
By Bill Molnar, 2nd Vice President
Picture a garden paradise with palms swaying in the breeze, tropical orchids blooming
in the dappled shade underneath the palm fronds, plus assorted garden flowers blooming
everywhere. Does it sound like Hawaii? Well, it is the local garden of Lise and Jim
Wright. They have been members of the SDCOS for 18 years. They grow a vast
assortment of glorious orchids. One of Jim’s favorites, however, is Epidendrums. Jim
Wright has graciously consented to be the speaker at the September Novice Meeting.
His topic will be “Epidendrums, their care and maintenance.” If Jim’s knowledge and
vibrant personality aren’t enough to lure you to the Novice Class, we will also be giving
away a few Epidendrums.
A big “Thank you” goes to Paul Tuskes for speaking about the “American Orchid Society
Judging Process” in August. He took a complex process and simplified it to a novice
level so that we could better understand how to evaluate a top show orchid. He also
encouraged anyone interested in learning more to drop by Quail Botanical Gardens, as
it is the first Monday evening of the month to see this process in action. Thank you Paul
for sharing your experience.

SEPTEMBER 2004 GENERAL MEETING
September 7th, 2004, 7:30 PM - CASA DEL PRADO - ROOM 101
By Ivan Harrison, 1st Vice President
Our speaker this month comes to us courtesy of the Conservation Committee, so our
thanks to them for contacting Lou Jost in his hideaway in the Ecuadoran Andes. For
those of you who subscribe to Orchid Digest, you will have read with fascination (and
perhaps some angst!) the exploits of Lou and his cohorts in search of new species of the
genus Teagueia (January 2004 edition). If you would like to catch up on some background
on Lou prior to the meeting, visit him at www.loujost.com.
Lou Jost will be introduced at the meeting by Ron Kaufman, but in the meantime Lou
has sent the following information on himself:
Lou Jost (45) is a physicist/mathematician by training, but the more tangible
aspects of nature have drawn his attention since grad school. He worked in the
US as an environmental consultant on endangered species of birds and plants,
then as a photographer and guide in tropical forests, illustrator of a book on
Amazonian birds, and finally as a full-time orchid researcher, investigating
biogeographical patterns in order to provide guidance for conservation efforts
and understanding of evolutionary processes. He has discovered about 70 new
species of orchids, mostly in the valley of the Rio Pastaza in the eastern Andes of
Ecuador where he lives. He will speak about the orchids of eastern Ecuador and
his discoveries there, including the discovery of an unexpected local species
explosion in the genus Teagueia.
We all thank Doug Conkin for the fascinating and educational talk he gave on
Masdevallia and Catasetum at August’s meeting. I don’t know about you, but it has
given me renewed interest in both genera.
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Members and Advertisers
If you have monthly meetings, classifieds, submissions of
interest, or announcements related to orchids, to be
considered for publication in the upcoming October issue,
please contact us by September 13th.
You are encouraged to contact the editor by either email or
phone BEFORE noon, or after 6 pm ONLY.
Michael Orser at 619.269.3445 or editor@sdorchids.com
Advertisers: please contact Marjorie Kuhlmann at
858.675.0885 or m_kuhlmann@sbcglobal.net under the
same deadline as in bold above.

The San Diego County Orchid Society
BOARD MEMBERS
President
First VP
Second VP
Secretary
Treasurer
Past President
Parliamentarian
Directors 2002-2005
2003-2006
2004-2007

Gary Pierwola
Ivan Harrison
Bill Molnar
Lynn Dornfeld
Lynn Ford
Genie Hammond
Bob Clark
Charlie Fouquette
Sam De Maria
David Brown

OUR PURPOSE: To promote interest in orchids and their
cultivation, to educate by exchanging information and
experiences related to successful orchid culture, and to
support the conservation of orchids in the wild.
SDCOS meetings are held the first Tuesday of each month
at Casa Del Prado in Balboa Park. We invite you to join
the society to receive the monthly newsletter and many
other benefits.
6:30 pm, Room 104
7:30 pm, Room 101

If you would like to join the society, please send your
check for $15 for individual, $20 for Dual
membership, payable to SDCOS, to:
Tess Taylor
SDCOS Membership
P.O. Box 161020
San Diego, CA 92176
or email: tess_mazza@hotmail.com
SDCOS Newsletter

We all love the coffee, punch and donuts during intermission
during our meetings – right? Gary and Judy Pierwola have
been handling this job since Cliff and Marlyn Lanoue gave it
up. Our President has other jobs that need to take priority,
and so we, the membership, are looking for 2 or 3 people who
would be willing to take over this very important function.
Friends can do it together, or individuals can take over certain
aspects, but we really, really need some help in the kitchen.
The tasks involved are:
1. Purchasing the donuts on Tuesday afternoon (with
Society funds) and bringing them to the meeting
2. Arriving between 5:30 and 6:00 to set the coffee pot
percolating, make the punch and prepare plates, napkins, glasses
and cups
3. Standing in the kitchen during the break to help anyone
who needs assistance
4. Cleaning up after the intermission and putting all the
supplies away
It’s not difficult, but it is very, very important. If you would
like to help at the June meeting, please talk to Judy or any of
the Board to let them know what you are prepared to do.
Heaven forbid we would have a meeting with no coffee or
donuts!

To All Current
Membership

SAN DIEGO COUNTY ORCHID SOCIETY

Beginner's Class:
General Meeting:

HELP NEEDED AT
MONTHLY MEETING!

It is that time of year to update our records, as well as, time
to renew for many of our current members. If you are not
sure of your renewal date please see me at the general
meeting or email me. I will have a listing of memberhip
due dates at the general meetings and can let you know
when you are due or can email you with your renewal date.
If you have any corrections to your name, address, phone
numbers and/or email address, all changes need get to
me at your earliest convenience so that I can get the
changes in before we produce the new roster. If you
choose not to have your name printed in the roster please
let me know. I begin to prepare the roster in August so
that we can get them printed and out in September/
October time frame.
As of January 1st dues went up to cover increasing costs
incurred in today’s rising economy. Sadly, prices have gone
up for producing and mailing the newsletter, general
materials and literature we all enjoy as members.
single membership $15.00
dual membership $20.00

Thank You for your continued support.
Chairman Of Membership
Tess Taylor
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UPCOMING
CALIFORNIA EVENTS

GRANITE HILLS ORCHIDS
Tom Biggart 619.441.9874
1894 Dehesa Road, El Cajon, CA 92019

September 18-19
Orchid Forum of Sacramento Show, Garden & Arts Center,
3330 McKinley Blvd., Sacramento, CA. Contact: Richard
Weymouth, 10354 Reigl Rd., Wilton, CA 95693;
916.687.8805.
September 25-26
South Bay Orchid Society Show, South Coast Botanic Garden,
26300 Crenshaw Blvd., Palos Verdes Peninsula, CA. Contact:
Marla Corey, 1958 W. Summerland, Rancho Palos Verdes, CA;
squarerig@aol.com; www.southbayorchidsocietyshow.com.
October 1 - 3
In association with Fascination of Orchids the Coast Community
College District is hosting the Coastline Orchid Show at the
Westminster Mall. Free admission and Parking. There is a NEW
orchid show. Friday the show will be open 10am - 9pm,
Saturday:10am - 7pm, Sunday: 11am - 6pm. For more
information, visit coastlineshow.com
October 9-10
10th Annual San Diego International Orchid Fair & World's
Greatest Garden Show, Activity Center, San Diego County
Fairgrounds in Del Mar, CA, contact Ben Machado or visit
orchidfairsandiego.com.
October 16-17
Diablo View Orchid Society Show, Pleasant Hill Community
Center, 320 Civic Dr., Pleasant Hill, CA. Contact: Jill
Chambers, 332 Harper Lane, Danville, CA 94526;
925.837.0243.
October 23-24
The SDCOS will be holding their quartly mini show at the
Casa Del Prado in Balboa Park. This is not a showcase for
miniature orchids, but it is a small show! This mini show is
presented, hosted by, and showcases the SDCOS members. I
have a good feeling you do have a special something that will
win! So bring it in. Bring your plants on Friday the 22nd,
between the regular plant drop off hours of 6pm-8pm or early
Saturday morning 8-10am so that they can be judged. For
more information, get a hold of Gary Pierwola or Ivan Harrison.

lowest
priced
orchids
annettesorchids.com
SDCOS Newsletter

TWO PRIME AUSTRALIAN DENDROBIUMS
DENDROBIUM SPECIOSUM V. GRANDIFLORUM
GALLANGOWAN
DENDROBIUM SPECIOSUM V. GRANDIFLORUM
PERHAPS
These plants are mature blooming size divisions
of the best grandiflorums in Australia.
One division of each is available.
Call for an appointment to see the plants and
pictures of the flowers.
$350 each.

SDCOS CLASSIFIEDS
I have a wardian case from Orchidarium which I can no
longer use. I live in Borrego Springs but could deliver to
anywhere in the county. I will take $250 or best offer.
Tina Davis, cell 619.823.2345

BEST OF SHOW
by Pam B. Peters
On July 23, Lynn Ford, the SDCOS Treasurer, brought
her Zygopetalum Everspring (see photo on page 5) to the
mini show for display and won Best of Show! The
beautiful full plant has 10 spikes, 40 flowers of 6 cm natural
spread. Petals and sepals are dark brown with splashes of
green showing through, and edged with green. The lips
of the flowers are dark purple with horizontal veins close
together. The lip is fluted and edged in white. The flowers
are softly fragrant and sweet. The plant is four years old
and was “quite the showpiece!”

The

are available online at

FOR SALE

Other spectacular orchids were brought in for display by
SDCOS members. Other Best of Section winners were:
Phalaenopsis: Alicia Baskette, Species: Oncidium
flexuosum Jim Wright
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Get out your digital cameras!
by YOU, the SDCOS members!
Keep in mind these flowers are not similar in size, they
just fit better in the columns that way! These pictures
are continued on throught the newsletter.
DID YOU FORGET TO SEND IN THE
MONEY FOR YOUR PRE-SHOW
TICKETS?
If you have not already done so, please mail
your check for $25.00 made payable to
SDCOS c/o Rosemary Harrison,
9112 Northcote Road
Santee, CA 92071.
If you were unable to sell some or all of your
tickets, please return them to Rosemary

NET NUGGETS
Ron Kaufmann
kaufmann@sandiego.edu

Lynn Ford’s Best of Show Zygopetalum Ever Spring
photo by Pam B. Peters

CONTINENT
AL AGENCY
CONTINENTAL

Dallas Judging Centre
www.djc-aos.org
Judging orchids under the auspices of the
American Orchid Society is an important way to recognize
exceptional plants. AOS awards can be granted to species
being shown for the first time, plants with superior flowers
for their type, and growers who have demonstrated
remarkable skill in the cultivation of their orchids.
Established in 1987, the Dallas Judging Center is one of
29 AOS regional centers in the United States and Canada.
The web site maintained by the Dallas center contains
practical information for AOS judging system members
as well as the public. For people interested in having their
plants or flowers judged in the Dallas area, the site includes
a schedule of orchid shows and judging events in the south
central United States, as well as instructions for sending
flowers and plants to be judged. A brief history of the
Dallas center is also provided, as is information about
entering the AOS judging program and expectations for
program participants. Perhaps the most useful feature for
those outside of this region is the index of recent awards
from the Dallas center. Awards granted at monthly judging
sessions are described, accompanied in many cases by a
color photograph of the awarded flower. Still under
development, this site shows great promise as a valuable
resource for people curious about the AOS judging
process and interested in keeping track of the latest and
greatest orchids in the Dallas region.
SDCOS Newsletter





Licensed Customhouse Broker
Door to Door Service
Just 5 minutes from LAX

We provide prompt, reliable and experienced Import
personnel to assist you in bringing in orchids from anywhere
in the world.
Located in the SAME BUILDING COMPLEX as the U.S.
Department of Agriculture, we can closely track your
shipment through CITES and Phytosanitary inspection
process.
Speed up transit time for perishable orchids, cut down
on your costs. And make it easier for YOU.
Ask for Ted or Monica. We have many happy San Diego
customers. Ask us for references!

CONTINENTAL AGENCY
9470 SOUTH LA CIENEGA BLVD., INGLEWOOD, CA 90301
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“We plan to have garden experts Bruce and Sharon Asakawa
and John Bagnasco doing live broadcasts of the Garden
Compass radio show on both Saturday and Sunday mornings
from 8:00 to 10:00 AM,” said Cheri Darrieulat, Marketing
Director at Garden Compass. “The event promises to be a
one-stop shopping extravaganza for the gardening
enthusiast,” Darrieulat added.

ORCHID POTS & SUPPLIES
Nursery/decorative/clear
Highest quality plastic
Hangers, perlite, fertilizer
Low prices
CALAVO GARDENS
4044 CALAVO DRIVE
LA MESA
619.660.9810

PALM PACIFICA ORCHIDS
ESTHER SIVILA
2220 WAILEA WAY
SAN DIEGO
619.429.0789

PRESS RELEASE
CONTACT: Cynthia Jones
Marketing Communications Manager
Quail Botanical Gardens
760.436.3036 - Gardens
619.204.4231 - Cell
Quail Botanical Gardens 10th Annual San Diego
International Orchid Fair teams with World’s Greatest
Garden Sale. October event at Fairgrounds to be CoSponsored by Garden Compass Magazine
San Diego, CA, August 3, 2004 — Quail Botanical Gardens
(QBG) announced today that it will be hosting the 10th
annual San Diego International Orchid Fair at the Del Mar
Fairgrounds, October 8 through 10, 2004. This year the
Orchid Fair will be joined by the World’s Greatest Garden
Sale and co-sponsored by Garden Compass Magazine.
Featuring the latest in gardening products, plants and expert
advice, the combined events will fill the 55,000 squarefoot Exhibit Hall at the Del Mar Fairgrounds.

About Quail Botanical Gardens
The mission of Quail Botanical Gardens is to actively
participate in the conservation of rare, threatened and
endangered plant species, to serve the botanical and
horticultural needs of San Diego County, and to exist as an
urban retreat. Quail Botanical Gardens is a 501 (C) (3)
nonprofit organization supported through earned revenues,
gifts from individuals, corporate sponsorships, and grants.
For more information, visit www.qbgardens.org, or call
760.436.3036 x206.
About Garden Compass Magazine
Garden Compass Magazine provides information specifically
for West Coast gardens. Simple solutions and sound,
practical advice from the experts on all aspects of gardening
with regular features covering roses, fruit trees, herbs, bonsai,
flower arranging and the latest plant and product
introductions. Garden Compass is a unique combination
of Magazine, Radio and Internet to provide its audience
with the best information and expertise to make the most
of their gardens. For more information, visit
www.gardencompass.com.

Ginger and Mel Ochs
Blc. James Hauserman 'Summerfest'

“We are very pleased to be joining the renowned San Diego
International Orchid Fair that local orchid enthusiasts have
made so popular with the equally impressive expertise of
Garden Compass and their World’s Greatest Garden Sale,”
commented Mary Lou Kelly, Director of Education and
Operations Manager at QBG. “This event will put an
enormous amount of garden wisdom and products under
one roof,” Kelly added.
The San Diego International Orchid Fair and World’s
Greatest Garden Sale will be held in the Exhibit Hall at
the Del Mar Fairgrounds from October 8 through the 10th.
The admission is $5.00 per person, in addition to a
fairgrounds parking fee. Hours and lecture schedules will
be posted on the QBG web site at www.qbgardens.org and
on the San Diego International Orchid Fair web site at
www.orchidfairsandiego.com.
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Growing Orchids Outside in San Diego County
by Michael Orser
Orchids exist naturally outdoors. Humans that have
learned to successfully grow orchids have made a science
of it. We tend to give too much thought into how they
should be grown. We are constantly concerned about the
correct amounts of light, temperature, humidity,
ventilation, and nutrition. We have come to the
conclusion where we think it has become a requirement
to build a greenhouse in order for them to survive. When
in reality orchids have lived without the care of man for
many, many centuries.
So you ask “How do I grow orchids outside?” The answer
is not that difficult. We need to learn from our orchid
science and apply that knowledge when we see the
opportunity. Most of all, we need to remember what are
the particular orchid’s needs, and try as best to duplicate
this. Do not take a general approach! For example some
like water, while during the same period others do not.
Most orchids cannot tolerate full sun and therefore, we
need to figure how to shade properly. Orchids should be
placed under a tree, shade cloth, lattice, or something
which will provide partial shade. We have all seen, for
example, that Epidendrums and Cattleyas have no
problem with full exposure to the sun, as long as we give
them proper ventilation and water. Keep in mind orchids
prefer morning sunlight.

particular type. The same follows for the watering
schedule. You should water frequently in the dryer and/
or hotter times, and less during humid and/or cooler
periods. Fertilize weakly weekly.
What types of Orchids can we grow out doors here in
San Diego climate? This depends upon the needs of the
species. Looking at a plant zone map such as the one at
www.usna.usda.gov/Hardzone/hzm-sw1.html, we see San
Diego County has actually seven climate zones. You must
research the particular needs for your type of orchid.
Whether it be a hybrid or species, see if it is comparable
to your climate conditions. Remember that nothing is
exact! And you can fudge a little if you give the plant
what it needs. To borrow the list from Harry Tolen, you
can easily grow the following outdoors: Phalaenopsis,
Brassias, Cattleyas, Vandaceous, Equitants, Encyclias,
Schomburgkias, Laelias, Sobralias, Oncidiums,
Dendrochillums, Reed Stem Epidendrums, Cymbidiums,
Oncidium inter generics, and certain Dendrobiums.
While the science is correct about the care and health of
orchids, do not forget that these plants were amongst the
first of the plant species on this planet. Orchids were around
before humans and they will probably outlive us all.

The next idea to consider is ventilation. What area in our
yards receives a nice breeze? Definitely not in some corner
and/or between large objects which will inhibit the natural
airflow. Also you must consider the coldest period of
winter. The path of the breeze will also carry a possibility
of frost. Therefore, you will need to be able to either
construct barriers or prepare to create some type of
deflection from that ill fated chill. Light level, humidity,
and ventilation also affect temperature.
Finally, nutrition is up to you. We all know that orchids,
in general, do not want to be plopped into the ground.
Use care in selecting the proper orchid mix for your
SDCOS Newsletter
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ORPHEUS AVE

Do you live in a dry climate? Then you must learn what
to do in order to give the surrounding air it’s moisture.
Certain plants can help. Broad leaved palms and shade
trees will allow the water to remain at soil level rather
than being quickly evaporated by the sun. Rocks placed
about, will also do the same thing. Beware, the darker the
rock color, the hotter they make the air around them.
Certain plants, such as tillandsia, also help by throwing
moisture back into the air.

5
LEUCADIA BLVD

1122 Orpheus Ave
Leucadia, CA 92024
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Considering Charitable Contributions?
from the AOS website
Contemplating to which charity you want to lend a helping hand? Why not consider making a charitable contribution
to the AOS? Your contributions truly make the work of the AOS possible, allowing us to fulfill our potential as a
service-based nonprofit organization dedicated to meeting our commitments to our members and the greater orchid
community. Click here to read more or make a donation today! Thanks in advance for your support!

O.F.E. INTERNATIONAL, Inc.

LEUCADIA ORCHIDS
760.436.3797
Phals, Cattleyas, and Cymbidiums,
also Phal seedlings and flasks in all colors
Open every day — 9 am to 5 pm
You can come over anytime, BUT you must call first!
Barbara & Ralph Smith, Owners

Tree Fern Products, Graded Charcoal
New Zealand Sphagnum Moss
Osmunda, Sponge Rock
Redwood Chips, Orchid Fir Bark
Special Orchid Potting Mixes
Equipment
Most Popular Types Of Moss
Virgin Cork Slabs And Tubes
Insecticides And Fungicides

Vitamins And Hormones
Top Five Brands Of Fertilizer
Coconut Baskets And Coconut Liners
Plastic Pots And Trays
Sprayers, Garden Tools And
Clay Orchid Pots, Flasking Products
Wire Hangers, Wood Baskets
Wire Baskets, Wire Products

Orchid Books, Plastic Labels

SEND $2 FOR OUR FULL COLOR CATALOG AND PRICE LIST
(Deductible from your Order)
P.O. BOX 161081
MIAMI, FL 33116

Hi Everyone,

Election Time I ...
from the AOS website
Accompanying the forthcoming September issue of
Orchids magazine, AOS members will find their proxy
for the election of volunteer leadership positions in the
83-year-old nonprofit organization. Follow-up
instructions will be noted on the proxy, and members are
encouraged to send in their votes for new Officers and
Trustees. To help members learn more about the slate of
nominees suggested by the AOS Nominating Committee,
you may access brief bios by clicking here.

Really missing all my friends in San Diego. You don’t
know how lucky you are to have a Orchid Society and
vendors so available. Would love to hear from you. My
new address is: 2261 Carter Lane, Cumming, GA 330417802. Phone # is 678.455.4137 and my email address is:
ramborgerc@bellsouth.net
Hope to hear from you soon. Good Growing!
Cora Ramborger
Ginger and Mel Ochs
Vanda coerulea

It has been suggested that the Society post similar bios for
all of the nonprofit organization’s elected volunteer
leadership. Following the elections, we will do so!

Election Time II ...
from the AOS website
Each member of the AOS will receive a proxy for the
election of AOS officers and trustees with the September
issue of Orchids magazine. This is the official ballot of
the duly appointed Nominating Committee. To access
an Open Letter from this Nominating Committee in
which their members explain their approach to their
important task, click here.
SDCOS Newsletter
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Toward a Theory of Plant
Blindness
by Elisabeth E. Schussler, James H. Wandersee
Plant Science Bulletin, Emporia State University, Vol 47,
No 1, Spring 2001

Hundreds of Orchids
Blooming Phals, Paphs and other orchids available
everyday

Monday - Saturday ~ 9:00 am — 4:00 pm
Visit our website: www.birdrocktropicals.com
Directions: I-5 to Poinsettia Lane. Go east until it ends, then right onto
Black Rail Road. At the water tanks turn right onto un-named dirt road.
We are at the end of the dirt road.

PART TWO OF A FIVE PART SERIES
The Surfaces of Plants Affect How We See Them
Plant surfaces are amazingly varied and complex: leaf
microtextures, for example, can yield irregular patterns of
reflection—causing both the amount and color of light to
vary with ambient and source illumination angles, and with
viewing angle. Illumination level variations, such as when
the sun temporarily goes behind a cloud and then emerges,
further complicates visual information processing. Digital
images of plants contain much less information than is present
in the ambient optical array, but they can be very useful
when linked in a meaningful way with actual laboratory and
field experiences (Wandersee & Schussler, 1999b). We think
it prudent to note that, when viewing works of art, experts
recommend limiting one’s viewing of the images to no more
than 1 hour per session, and to no more than 150 images in
a single session to avoid visual processing fatigue (Berman,
2000).
Some Visual Principles That May Help Explain Plant
Blindness
We continue to search the research literature to answer the
question of why humans often overlook plants, as opposed
to animals, and why they are often less interested in learning
about and understanding plants than animals. In seeking a
better explanation for plant blindness than biased learning
approaches and gaps, we have compiled the following list of
relevant principles of human visual perception and visual
cognition (Wandersee & Schussler, 1999a).
1. People typically tend to know less about plants than
animals. Less than 2.5% of the US population is directly
involved in raising farm crops (Koning, 1994, p.7). Our
research has shown us that persons who have had few
meaningful and mindful educational and cultural experiences
involving plants demonstrate little basis beyond popular
culture for plant recognition. Humans can only recognize
(visually) what they already know. Psychologists would say
that plants have low signal value for many US citizens today.
Mack and Rock (1998) have proposed what they call
inattentional blindness, and they have found that once objects
have acquired meaning for an observer, they are more likely
to be consciously perceived. Inattention can become
attention once an object or event has meaning. We often see
what we expect to see, not what’s actually there—because
seeing involves not just the eye, but the eye-brain system
(Solso, 1994, p. 31).

SDCOS Newsletter

BIRD ROCK TROPICALS

760.438.9393
6587 Black Rail Road, Carlsbad, CA 92009

Casa de las Qrquideas
Loren and Nancy Batchman
Southern California’s leading source for Cymbidium and
Zygopetalums seedlings. Over 30,000 plants in stock from
3" pots to blooming size. Our complete list of seedlings
and flasks is on the web at www.orquideas.com

Open by appointment only!
170 South Nardo Avenue
Solana Beach, CA 92075
Phone and Fax 858.755.7572
E-mail: casa@orquideas.com

2. When flowering plants are not flowering or possess
inconspicuous flowers, the chromatic homogeneity, the spatial
homogeneity, and the overlap of their green leaves makes
edge-detection difficult. When the azaleas of the Deep South
are not in bloom, they are perceived as quite nondescript
bushes. When they are covered with red, pink, and white
blossoms, no one can ignore them. Gopnik, Meltzof, and
Kuhl (1999, p. 65) claim that: “Paying attention to edges is
the best way of dividing a static picture into separate objects.”
Because green plants are typically static objects in the
observer’s field of view, seeing them and noticing them may
pose much greater problems of visual detection than dynamic
objects do. In addition, humans tend to get bored and
habituate if they look at a relatively constant scene for too
long a time (p. 27). If the members of a set of objects are not
sufficiently distinct from their surroundings, they blend-in,
and nothing is consciously perceived. We cannot visually
label them and they do not “pop out” chromatically from
their background. The visual cortex continuously filters out
more of the data it receives from the retina of the eye than it
retains for conscious analysis. Without our conscious
intention, attention, and effort to preserve it, most of the
visual data our brain receives about plants is likely to be
discarded.
3. The members of plant populations typically grow in close
proximity to each other, whether cultivated or natural, and
they rarely move (except in wind or rain). Static proximity
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is a visual cue that humans use to group objects into bulk
visual categories (Zakia, 1997). Thus, individual plants may
tend to be de-emphasized, with the totality being labeled
simply as “plants.” If there are animals, especially large ones,
moving on this living environmental canvas, the animals
may become the focus of our attention. This helps to explain
the “plants as backdrop” phenomenon. When we watch a
game of football, for example, we rarely think about the
huge population of grass plants the players are moving upon.
4. In most people’s minds, plants are typically rather nonthreatening elements of an ecosystem and incidental contact
with them can usually be ignored without dire consequences.
Visual habit and general familiarity diminish the conscious
attention we give to such objects. If our vision operates to
minimize expended energy, then low-priority-level attributes
may be discarded to make visual processing easier. Humaneating plants do not exist, and we all know it. However, if
we are warned that poison ivy may be present in the woods
where we are walking, we are quick to develop and employ a
template-like search image for compound leaves containing
three leaflets in order to screen incoming visual data. In this
case, the threat of bodily harm posed by its secondary plant
substance, pentadecanedienyl catachol, makes the possible
presence of this species in our path intensify our visual
vigilance.

Ginger and Mel Ochs
Potinara San Damiano 'Halona'

Melanie Beebe
Miltonia Milla Hull

To be continued…

~ANDY’S ORCHIDS~
“The Species Specialist”
Beautifully mounted epiphites and potted terrestrials.
Many rare and exotic orchids. Blooming size,
established species are what we do best!
Our MAIL ORDER CATALOG features many new and
unusual species from around the world with descriptions
and cultural requirements, plus Andy’s orchid growing tips.
For your copy, call, write, fax, or e-mail us and we will
send our latest issue.

Kathy and Al Yost
Cattleya June Bride

Your satisfaction is Guaranteed. We take pride in
our reputation for selling a well-established plant
and will replace it if you are not satisfied upon
receipt.
We are open by Appointment Only, so call in
advance and make yours. Thursdays and Fridays are
best for us, and sometimes Saturdays.

Andy Phillips
734 Oceanview Avenue, Encinitas, CA 92024
Phone 888.514.2639 - Fax 888.632.8991
e-mail: speciesnut@aol.com
web address: www.AndysOrchids.com
SDCOS Newsletter
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Melanie Beebe
Phalaenopsis Bellina

Melanie Beebe
Dimerandra elegans

Support our advertisers!
Need more room for the orchids?

WANT SOMETHING
SPECIAL?

I can help you find that perfect new home with extra
space for the greenhouse! A charitable donation
will be made to the SDCOS at the close of escrow
from members that use my service!

We have just acquired
1000 mini cats.
Blooming size $10 and up

ol Bostwic
k
Car
Carol
Bostwick
Prudential California Realty
9555 Gr
ossmont Summit Dr
Grossmont
Dr..
La Mesa
619.337.3201

in bud and bloom
Miltonopsis $25
Phragmipediums $35 (bud)
$45 (bloom)
we now have virgin bark in stock
for mounting
PLEASE CALL FOR AN APPOINTMENT

760.728.7996

DAVE REID'S ORCHIDS
SDCOS Newsletter

WALTER ANDERSEN NURSERY
3642 Enterprise, San Diego

(Near Pacific Hwy
& Barnett)
Since 1928 - A San Diego Tradition of Excellence
SELECT FROM MANY FLOWERING ORCHIDS ON DISPLAY
ALL THE SUPPLIES YOU NEED FOR GROWING ARE HANDY
Free Garden Classes 9:00 am every Saturday
12755 Danielson Court, Poway

September 2004

619.224.8271
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Well, it’s now October and the results are coming in fast. WE
knew Aussie GoldTM Orchid Mix was the best medium ever for
orchids, but trying to convince orchid people that something new
works is damn near impossible! (You know what we orchid
growers are like – we don’t want to listen even if it’s right before
our eyes – and ears!). Do yourself a favor and get yourself a bag
of Aussie GoldTM Orchid Mix (you don’t have to tell anyone –
yet!) and see if it works for you. I don’t care what you are using
now – bark, moss, the wife’s tights or some other secret
concoction, Aussie GoldTM Orchid Mix will work better. From
Florida to Canada, orchid growers are seeing better root
formation and more new growths than ever before – and that
means more FLOWERS, more ribbons and more awards!
I developed Aussie GoldTM Orchid Mix for my own growing
conditions – cold winter nights and very hot, dry summer days,
and it worked for me. Unfortunately, it works even better for
growers with better conditions!
But seriously folks, you cannot over-water Aussie GoldTM
Orchid Mix. You can keep the mix at any level of
“waterability” (new word) that you wish without rotting the roots
– it rewets instantly if you ever let it dry out – giving you
complete “controllability” (old word)! I know it sounds
impossible, but it took me a long time to formulate Aussie
GoldTM Orchid Mix and now it’s time to pass it on to other
orchid growers. I speak at Orchid Societies about roots and
orchid growing, so it is my duty to share with you a mix that
orchids love better than their native growing conditions. From
Anguloas to Zygos, Aussie GoldTM Orchid Mix works. It’s
time to try a bag, wait 4 weeks and then see the difference.
Remember the three commandments – roots, shoots and flowers
– without the first 2, you don’t get good blooms.

Ivan Harrison
VP San Diego County
Orchid Society

P.S. If you don’t want anybody to know, call me personally at (619) 444-2454 and
I’ll ship your Aussie GoldTM Orchid Mix in a plain wrapper!

I must say that I have never had anything that a plant settled into
so quickly. LG, San Gabriel
My Blue Hawaii was almost dead. After three months in Aussie
GoldTM Orchid Mix it has roots, new growths and a flower! Thank
you. RW, Michigan
Side-by-side seedling paphs tested in Aussie GoldTM Orchid Mix
were stronger, taller and bloomed earlier. SW, Altadena
It works for plumeria too!
CB, Lakeside
Tests conducted by Plumeria
Society on 12 seedlings
March-June 2004
All plants in Aussie GoldTM
outgrew those in plumeria mix

Packed and distributed by Van-Rolen Company

Price: $17.50 plus S&H for a 10 lb. bag
(fills approximately twenty 4” pots)
California residents please add sales tax

SDCOS Newsletter

1331 N. Cuyamaca Street #G, El Cajon, CA 92020
Tel: 619.956.2708 Fax: 619.444.4409
Toll-free: 866 5 ORCHID
Email: vanrolen@hotmail.com
www.aussie-gold.com
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Rare flower stolen from
golf club
News from the BBC
Submitted by Peter Tobias
A rare flower that is believed to be worth up to £2,000
has been stolen from a golf club in Lancashire.
The Lady’s Slipper orchid was reported missing on Tuesday
from Silverdale Golf Club in Red Bridge Lane, Silverdale.
A Lancashire Police spokesman said it is thought the flower
might have been stolen to order.

them out? So British Nature undertook to characterize
the gene pools of many individuals, British and European,
of C. calceolus. It turned out that the European plants
were genetically indistinguishable from the British ones.
So much for British superiority! I don’t know whether
the plant mentioned in the article was the one remaining
wild individual, but if it had a guard during part of the
year, it probably was that one pant. It sounds as if the
plant is not fully destroyed, which is good. Will the thief
turn out to be British or not? Is this a case of eco-terrorism
plotted by an as yet unidentified, but very British, group?
I suspect it is an act propagated by Tony Blair to draw
attention away from his real problems. Has John Ashcroft
been notified? In any case, human nature seems to be
intact.

Specialist plant collectors are being urged to keep a look
out for the orchid, which is yellow in color with maroon
petals.

SANTA BARBARA ORCHID ESTATE

It is believed the theft took place after the flower’s summer
flowering period, when it is protected by a warden.

Specializing in outdoor-growing Species
Cymbidiums, hybrids, and species
Stop by and look over our extensive stock.
Always something New and Different!

Colin Newlands, from English Nature, told BBC News
Online the flower - its scientific name is Cypripedium
calceolus - is believed to be the rarest flower in the UK.

Open daily: Mon - Sat 8 to 4:30, Sun 11 - 4

1250 Orchid Dr., Santa Barbara, CA 93111

1.800.553.3387 ~ fax: 1.805.683.3405

“About 900 people have been to see the plant at Silverdale,
as it is one of the last remaining sites for the Lady’s Slipper
in this country.”
“Somebody has deliberately removed all the stems and it
looks as if the root stock has been damaged. The extent
of the damage is not yet known.

Ontario
Orchids Inc.

“This year has been a good year; it had nine flowers on it.
“It went through the flowering period without incident,
but because of the time of year the plant has been damaged;
it will affect the health of the plant.

www.ontarioorchids.com
ontarioorchids@sbcglobal.net

“It could set back the plant quite a number of years in
terms of the plant’s ability to flower and set seed.
“We really won’t know quite how badly it’s been damaged
until next spring/summer.”
Some background...
The story of this orchid in Britain is interesting and not
fully mentioned in the article. Some years ago it was
realized that there was only one wild specimen of this
species, C. calceolus, left in Britain, although there were
plants in people’s gardens. There were lots of wild plants
called C. calceolus in Europe, but the question was, were
they genetically different from the British plants or were
they pretty much the same? If they were the same, then
there was not so much emergency about the British
plants. If they were different, which British plants should
be propagated to ensure that some disaster did not wipe
SDCOS Newsletter

*Phalaenopsis
*Cattleya
*Paphiopedilum
* Cymbidium
*Oncidium Alliance
*Species & others.
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Monday-Friday 8:30am-5:00pm
Saturday
9:00am-4:00pm
Tel: 760-631-0098

Fax: 760-631-0228

703 Pomelo Drive, Vista, CA
92081
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Orchid growers, summer is here and it is
time to re-pot your plants!
Want to upgrade the quality of your potting
mix?
There is a solution, Maidenwell Diatomite. Mined from fresh water
diatom deposits in Australia, heated to 1400 degrees, and uniformly
graded in two sizes. Madienwell Diatomite is ideally sized, medium for
mature plants and fine for seedlings.
Fantastic results have been had by mixing; 2 parts diatomite, 1 part
perlite, and 1 part bark or coconut chunks. This potting media is very
easy to work with. It flows easily into the pot and settles firmly around
the roots requiring little or no compaction. Roots grow vigorously into
the media. Watering frequency and fertility is the same as with bark.

You are invited to subscribe to...

California Garden
The perfect gift for a friend, relative, or neighbor.
1 year subscription
2 year subscription

$8
$15

Membership in the SD Floral Association: $10
San Diego Floral Association
619.232.5762

anagrams
Brain Teasers from orchidweb.org

$22.00 per bag in two sizes medium and small
Are you using De-ionized or Reverse Osmosis water for your plants?
Try my custom fertilizer blend designed for pure water; your plants will
love it.
Available at:
Sunset Valley Orchids
1255 Navel Place • Vista, CA 92083
Weekends or by appointment 760.639.6255
E-mail: fred.clarke@worldnet.att.net

STEEL POT
One species' seedpods contain vanilla
LOIS IS PALE

Caribbean Laelias
A CORRAL HUNT

WORLD-FAMOUS
San Diego Zoo


New name for an old orchid - white flowers

✏ DUAL MEMBERSHIP - $86
(Current Member Renewal Rate - $71)

✔ For two adults in the same household.
✔ A year of FREE UNLIMITED ADMISSION to both
the San Diego Zoo and Wild Animal Park.
✔ 2 FREE GUEST PASSES.
✔ 6 discount guest coupons good towards admission.
✔ A ONE YEAR SUBSCRIPTION TO ZOONOOZ
✔ FREE Zoo Skyfari.
✔ Monthly member specials.
✔ 4 two-for-one coupons for Zoo Bus Tour.

✏ SINGLE MEMBERSHIP - $68

(Current Member Renewal Rate - $56)

An only child whose cousin is red
NUDE RED IMP

Once all orchid were called this
A MURPHY POLL

✔ For one adult.
✔ All of the benefits described above for one adult.
Prices and benefits subject to change.

Hyacinth orchid

For more information, call 619.231.0251
or call toll free
877.3.MEMBER.
visit our website: www.sandiegozoo.org
Your membership supports our plant and animal collections and
includes a monthly visit to our orchid collection on the third
Friday from 10am until 2pm

SDCOS Newsletter

THIS POOR SIN

Looking for the answers? You can find them here, but
you'll need a simple password to get them. The username
is "orchidweb" and the password is one of the days of the
week (use all lower case please).
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$25 up front for the tickets at a general meeting in
January. More to follow when Show Committee resumes
meetings.

SDCOS Board of
Directors Meeting

New Business

Submitted by Lynn Dornfeld
SDCOS Board of Directors Meeting August 10, 2004:
Called to order at 7:05 PM
Present: Gary Pierwola, Ivan Harrison, Bill Molnar, Lynn
Dornfeld, Lynn Ford, Charlie Fouquette, Genie
Hammond, Bob Clark, Dave Brown.

1. John Walters asked through Lynn Ford if it would be
possible for us to allow a sign-up at next month’s general
meeting for volunteers at the SD International Fair at
Quails. Sign-up will take place as asked.

Others Present: Ro Harrison, Tess Taylor, Ron Kaufmann,
Michael Orser.

2. Ed Dove approached Gary with a discussion of forming
a Orchid Rescue Group with help of Quail Gardens.
Rescue might include both individual collections as well
as confiscated orchids. More specific information to
follow.

Reports

3. Next Mini-show will be October 23 and 24, 2004.

1. Minutes of July meeting were reviewed and approved
by motion.

Addendum:

2. Treasurer-Lynn Ford-July report was read, discussed
and approved by motion.

1. Revision to April 2004 minutes: Old Business #5-Janette
Gerrity didn’t want spotlight on her work but rather the
work of the volunteers who help her.

3. Membership-Tess Taylor-July report was reviewed.
4. First Vice President Ivan Harrison-Guest speaker for
September is Lou Jost.

2. Revision to June 2004 minutes: Old Business#1-The
Botanical Society is considering a vote on charging
SDCOS $25.00 per 3 hour intervals for each room
utilized for our meetings.

TOPIC: ORCHIDS OF EASTERN ECUADOR
5. Second Vice President Bill Molnar-Guest speaker for
September is Jim Wright
TOPIC: EPIDENDRUMS, THEIR CARE AND
MAINTENANCE

NO FURTHER DISCUSSIONS
Meeting adjourned at 7:45PM

Old Business

Q&A

1. Reviewed a thank you note from Belle Garner for help
with the auction on July 18th.

by and for YOU!

2. Carol Bostwick made a donation to SDCOS of
$200.00 for a lead that was given to her for help with sale
of a home.
3. Paul Tuskes will lead a group to form a committee to
review By-laws and the need for revision to better meet
all committees needs.
4. Gary heard that Fire Permit fees may be increasing,
perhaps to $1000.00 if events have sales involved. He
will know more after November and bring back info to
the group.
5. Regarding pre-sale of show tickets, it was suggested by
Ivan that we revise the method of collecting funds. It
takes a great deal of time to collect the money, often many
months after the show. It was suggested that we get the
SDCOS Newsletter

Remember, this is for you to answer. This is in order to
help our members by the members, so please, even if you
think someone already answered, do so any way. Contact
information for the editor is always the first thing on
page two of our newsletters.
Q. I have Miltonias that typically do not open up
completely. The bloom tends to stay cupped. They are
planted in bark and typically are watered once a week
with all the other orchids. The other orchids seem to
open up well although a paph seemed not to open up as
completely as I thought it should. Both are in small plastic
pots. They are outdoors and get about 2-3 hours of direct
sun in the late afternoon, otherwise under the shade of a
patio roof.

September 2004
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HELP HOTLINE

DATES TO REMEMBER...

The SDCOS offers this service to members who seek
cultural information about their orchids. Here are some
friendly hobbyists with a great deal of experience about
certain types of orchids, and who have kindly volunteered
to answer your questions

September 4th, 9:00 am
SDCOS Species Group Meeting
First Saturday each month
Paul or Ann Tuskes 858.274.5829

Cattleyas, Oncidium/Odonts, Vandaceous,
Greenhouse grown, West SD County
Forrest Robinson - 858.270.6105

September 6th, 7:00 pm
Quail Botanical Gardens Judging Center
First Monday each month Encinitas. Bring plants in!
Make those judges work!
September 7th, 6:30 pm
Beginner's Class/Novice Meeting
First Tuesday each month
Room 104, Casa del Prado, Balboa Park
Lynn Ford 619.283.4172

Species, all types, Indoor and Outdoor
Ann & Paul Tuskes - 858.274.5829
Paphiopedilums
Ann Tuskes - 858.274.5829
Bob Hodges - 619.461.4915

September 7th, 7:30 pm
General Meeting
First Tuesday each month
Room 101, Casa del Prado, Balboa Park
Gary Pierwola 619.426.9108

Phalaenopsis, Cattleyas, and Dendrobiums
Bob Swanson - 619.465.2297
Vandas, Ascocendas
Edith and Leno Galvan - 619.441.7503

September 14th, 7:00 pm
SDCOS Board Meeting
Second Tuesday each month
Balboa Park
Lynn Dornfeld 619.889.4612

Encyclias, Epidendrums, Laelias
Tom Osborn - 760.787.0282

September 15th
Culture class begins at 6:30 pm
General Meeting at 7:00 pm
Cymbidium Society Meeting
Third Wednesday each month
Carlsbad Women’s Club
Info: 760.451.1472

Pleurothallids
Don van Kekerix - 619.224.4938
Cymbidiums
Loren Batchman - casa@orquideas.com
Sam DeMaria - 619.295.2951
Northeast County, all types
Dave Reid - 760.728.7996

September 17th, 10 am - 2 pm
San Diego Zoo
Orchid Greenhouses Open House
Third Friday each month
Janette Gerrity 619.231.1515 ext. 4306

San Diego West County, all types
Jean Beck - 619.435.8211
San Diego Central, Outdoor, all types
Jim Wright - 619.276.5295
Fred Tomaschke - 619.276.3235
San Diego East County, all types
James Masst - 619.443.2800
Bud Close - 619.444.8839
South County all types
Genie Hammond - 619.426.6831
Ed Marty - 619.470.7175
SDCOS Newsletter

September 17th, 6:45 pm
Palomar Orchid Society Meeting
Third Friday each month
The Carlsbad Women's Club
Melana Walding, 760.295.7228
September 18th, 9 am
Hybrid Orchid Group
Helmut Rohrl
Applied Physics & Mathematics Bldg. UCSD
Info: 858.452.0976
September 2004
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Vice President’s Report
By Ivan Harrison
How often have we all been told the importance
of the water quality for our orchids? Do you have
too much salt content? Is your pH too high? Or
too low? Well, this is the time of year when the
Water Authorities publish (and usually send out)
information on the water you receive in your
home. The following data are typical analyses for
La Mesa and El Cajon.
If your water company does not send you a
chemical breakdown, you can visit your local
water district office and ask for a copy of the
analysis. By the way, my orchids get what comes
out of the hose!
All the best with your water and your orchids!
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Membership Chairman - Tess Taylor
San Diego County Orchid Society
P.O. Box 161020
San Diego, CA 92176
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