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Volume 132 Purpose:   To promote interest in orchids and their 

cultivation, to educate by exchanging information and 

experiences related to successful orchid culture, and to 

support the conservation of orchids in the wild. 

GENERAL MEETING 

January 5, 7:30 PM–Casa Del Prado—Room 101 

By Steve Mallory, 1st Vice President 

Fred Clarke will be the general meet-

ing speaker in January, and he will be 

doing a presentation on “MiniCatts,” 

or miniature Cattleya and Cattleya Al-

liance hybrid orchids.  

MiniCatts are easy growers that thrive 

in the San Diego County climate (in all 

frost-free zones) and have bright, Cat-

tleya-shaped flowers that are typically 

between 2 and 4 inches in diameter. 

MiniCatt colors range from the deep-

est purple (as in Lc. Mini Purple), to 

pale yellow pastels (like species C. 

luteola) , to deep jewel reds from So-

phronitis parentage (as in Slc. Atomic 

Cherry). Many, if not most Lc. and Slc. 

MiniCatts can survive outdoor tem-

peratures down to the high thirties if 

properly cared for and acclimated, and 

they are hard to kill as long as their 

mix has proper drainage and they are 

receiving enough water and light. You 

can grow them on sticks or in pots, 

and they even grow on rocks. 

Fred Clarke is the proprietor of Sunset 

Valley Orchids and is a giant among 

Catasetum Alliance hybridizers, hav-

ing a hybrid genus named for him 

(Fredclarkeara) and being the first 

person to breed an orchid that bore 

flowers that were truly black in color. 

He has supported the SDCOS and 

been a member for a very long time. 

He has an accessible style and truck-

loads of AOS awards, so this should be 

a useful meeting for all members. 

NOVICE MEETING 

January 5, 6:30 PM–Casa Del Prado—Room 104 

By: Bruce Berg, 2nd Vice President 

I hope all of you are enjoying the Holi-
days and getting ready for the New 
Year. This month our speaker will be 
Renate Schmidt who will be assisted 
by Nico Gossens. Our topic this month 
will be designing small tabletop orchid 
displays. The Spring Show Committee 
has created a new Amateur Tabletop 
Category for the 2010 Show that is de-

scribed elsewhere in the newsletter. 
Hopefully this presentation by Renate 
and Nico will help spark some interest 
in our membership  for new ways to 
display our orchids and become in-
volved in our show. 
 

……………………..Continued on page 8 
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President:  David Brown 
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Directors:  Bob Clark 

   Christopher Croom 

   Kevin Rynearson 

 

Past President: Genie Hammond 

    

San Diego County Orchid Society 
 

San Diego County  Orchid  Society  

Newsletter Entries 
If you have monthly meetings, classifieds, 
submissions of interest, photos, or announce-
ments related to orchids, please contact  

Christopher Croom at (619) 583-3804 or  

batescroom@cox.net.    

 

 

Advertisers 

Please contact Lynn Ford at (619) 283-4172 or  

lynnford10@earthlink.net. 

 
Information for the February newsletter must 
be submitted by January 15.   

Meetings 

San Diego Orchid Society meetings are held 

the first Tuesday of each month at the Casa 

Del Prado in Balboa Park.   

 

Novice Class:  6:30 PM, Room 104 

General Meeting: 7:30 PM, Room 101  
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Receive your    

SDCOS Newsletter                                                 
by  E-Mail! 

 

 

 

Contact Bob Clark at 
bob1clark@san.rr.com 



 

 

January 2 

SDCOS Species Group Meeting 

First Saturday of the month 

Paul or Ann Tuskes (858) 274-5829 

 

January 5, 6:30 p.m 

SDCOS Novice Meeting  

First Tuesday of the month  

Casa Del Prado, Balboa Park, Room 104 

 

January 5, 7:30 p.m 

SDCOS General Meeting  

First Tuesday of the month  

Casa Del Prado, Balboa Park, Room 101 

 

January 6 

Palomar Orchid Society Meeting 

Culture class at 6:30; meeting at 7:30 

First Wednesday of the month 

The Carlsbad Woman’s Club 

3320 Monroe Street, Carlsbad 

Melana Walding (760) 295-7228 

 

January 7, 7:00 PM 

SDCOS Board Meeting 

Normally, the Thursday following the General 
Meeting (usually the first Thursday of the month; 
second Friday of the month in rare cases) 

Balboa Park, Rm. 104 

 

January 15 

San Diego Zoo's Orchid Odyssey  

Third Friday of the month 

10 AM-2 PM 

(orchid greenhouse is open) 

Janette Gerrity (619) 231-1515 ext. 4306 

 

January 16-17, 2010 

San Diego Orchid Society Minishow 

Balboa Park 

 

January 20 

Cymbidium Society Meeting 

Regular meeting, third Wednesday of month  

Culture class at 6:30, Meeting at 7:00 PM 

The Carlsbad Woman's Club 

3320 Monroe Street, Carlsbad (858) 748-8355 

 

Orchid Dates to Remember 

January 2010 www.sdorchids.com 
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February 6, 2010 

Annual Orchid Auction 
Preview at 11 AM, auction at 12 noon 

Woman’s Club of Carlsbad 

 

March 6 and 7 

South Bay Orchid Society Show & Sale 
"The Art Of Orchids" 
Torrance Cultural Arts Center 
www.southbayorchidsociety.com 

 

March 12-14, 2010 

The 65th Santa Barbara International  

Orchid Show 

Nature in Harmony 

www.sborchidshow.com 

 

March 26 – 28 

The 64th San Diego County Orchid Society 
Show and Sale 

A Rainbow of Orchids 

www.sdorchids.com 
 

If you have any announcements that you would 
like included in the “Dates to Remember” section of 
the newsletter, please e-mail batescroom@cox.net. 

SDCOS Newsletter                                                 

San Diego County  

Orchid Society 
 

Show in the Park 
 

January 16-17, 2010 
 

 

 

Room 101 of the Casa del Prado  

Balboa Park 

 

sdorchids.com 
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Orchid growers, summer is here 
and it is time to re-pot your       

Orchids! 
 

Use KIWI ORCHID BARK imported from 
New Zealand 

 

This is the best bark available. It is very hard, resists 
breakdown and is long-lasting.  Your orchids deserve 

the best!    
 

Perfect for Cattleyas, Cymbidums, Paphiopedilum, 
Phalaenopsis, etc.  

 

$20.00 per 50 ltr. bag in three sizes: small, medium 
and large.  

Are you using De-ionized or Reverse Osmosis 
water? 

Try my custom fertilizer blend designed for pure wa-
ter; your plants will grow and bloom better. 

Available at:      Sunset Valley Orchids 
       1255 Navel Place 
       Vista, CA 92083 
       (760) 639-6255 
                                fred.clarke@worldnet.att.net 
                               www.sunsetvalleyorchids.com 

San Diego County Orchid 

Society Membership 

We invite you to join the 

San Diego County Orchid 

Society! Receive this 

newsletter and many 

other benefits, including a 

holiday party and a free 

orchid at the end of the year! 

To join, please send your check for $20 for an 
individual membership or $25 for a dual 
membership, payable to SDCOS , to: 

 

San Diego County Orchid Society 

P.O. Box 161020 

San Diego, CA  92176 

 

For further details, contact  

membership@sdorchids.com 

Granite Hills Orchids 
2009 list of  

Dendrobium speciosum  
is now available.  

 
Check on my website 

www.granitehillsorchids.com.  

Click on INVENTORY on the navigation bar 
to view the listing and the pictures. 

 

If you would rather, email me at  

tombiggart@mac.com and I can  

forward you a copy without the pictures. 

 

These plants will go quickly as they are divi-
sions of prime Australian plants. Put in your 

order quickly by email or by phone at   

(619) 441-9874. 

 

www.granitehillsorchids.com 



 

 

The SDCOS offers this service to members who 
seek cultural information about their orchids. 
Here are some friendly hobbyists with a great 
deal of experience about certain types of orchids, 
and they have kindly volunteered to answer your 
questions. 

 

Cattleyas, Oncidium/Odonts, Vandaceous 

Greenhouse grown, West SD County 

Helmut Rohrl (858)452-0976 
 

Species, all types 

Indoor and outdoor 

Ann & Paul Tuskes (858) 274-5829 

 

Paphiopedilums 

Ann Tuskes (858) 274-5829 

 

Phalaenopsis, Cattleyas, Dendrobiums 

Bob Swanson (619) 465-2297 

 

Vandas, Ascocendas 

Edith and Leno Galvan (619) 441-7503 

 

Encyclias, Epidendrums, Laelias 

Christopher Croom (619) 583-3804 

 

Pleurothallids 

Christopher Croom (619) 583-3804 

 

Cymbidiums 

Loren Batchman— casa@orquideas.com 

 

Northeast County, all types 

Dave Reid (7 60) 728-7996 

 

San Diego Central 

Outdoor, all types 

Jim Wright (619) 276-5295 

Fred Tomaschke (619) 276-3235 

 

San Diego East County, all types 

Bud Close (619) 444-8839 

 

South County, all types 

Genie Hammond (619) 422-2235 

 

Help Hotline 

January 2010 www.sdorchids.com 

~ANDY’S ORCHIDS~ 

“The Species Specialist”  
 

Beautifully mounted epiphytes and potted terres-
trials. Many rare and exotic orchids. Blooming 
size, established species are what we do best! 
 

Our MAIL ORDER CATALOG features many new and 
unusual species from around the world with descrip-
tions and cultural requirements, plus Andy’s orchid 
growing tips. For your copy, call write, fax or email us 
and we will send our latest issue. 
 

Your satisfaction is Guaranteed. We take 
pride in our reputation for selling a well-
established plant and will replace it if you are 
not satisfied upon receipt.  
 

We are open by Appointment Only,  

so call in advance and make yours! 
 

Andy Phillips 
 

734 Oceanview Ave., Encinitas, CA 92024 

Phone 888-514-2639  Fax 888-632-8991 

speciesnut@AndysOrchids.com 

www.AndysOrchids.com 
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Cal Pacific  
Orchid Farm 
1000’s of blooming orchids in our 

36,000 square foot greenhouse 
 

Brassia  •  Encyclia  • Cattleya  •  Miltonia 

Colmanara  •  Mokara  •  Phalaenopsis 

Cymbidium  •  Oncidium • Vanda 

Dendrobium  •  Paphiopedilum  •  Degarmora 

Species  •  Mounted Plants  •  And More 
 

The Southland’s Largest Showroom 

Open to the Public 
 

 

 

We Also Offer: 

Custom Arrangements 

Room & Board Program 

FedEx Shipping Nationwide 
 

Hours: 8 a.m.— 4 p.m. M-F 

9 a.m.— 4 p.m. Sat 

(760) 436-0317 1122 Orpheus Ave 

Leucadia, CA  92024 
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New Section added to Spring 
Show Orchid Awards 
 

The Show Committee has added a new section 
for awards which will be inaugurated at the 
2010 Show this coming March. 
 

Section 1601 Amateur Small Exhibits 

 

Class: 

A Orchid plants arranged for effect on a 
 4’x4’ table top  

B     Three to five orchid plants arranged on 
 a 2’x2’ table space 
C Orchid plants displayed in a basket 

D Orchid corsage     

E Cut flower arrangement made  

 primarily with orchids 

 

This new section is intended to allow mem-
bers to showcase their creative presentations 
of smaller groupings of orchids. Orchids 
should be the predominant plants displayed.  
Exhibit materials need to be fire resistant ma-
terials. Electrical power is not available.   

 

Members wishing to have displays will need to 
preregister by the February 2, 2010, meeting 
so that the space layout can be prepared and 
the fire permit drawings approved ahead of 
time. Registration forms will be available at 
the general meetings or members can contact 
the Show Committee (Dave Hoffmaster at 
760.632.8220, Steve Mallory at 619.226.0734, 
or Bruce Berg at 619.258.1963 .  

Spring Show Updates 
 

By Bruce Berg, co-chairman 

 
Only two and a half months remain until the 
Spring Show on March 26 – 28, 2010! Plan-
ning and pre-activities to line up vendors have 
started. The following members have volun-
teered to head up their respective subcommit-
tees: Marketing and Advertising and Speak-
ers, Dave Hoffmaster; Vendors and Exhibits 
and Facilities, Steve Mallory; Judging and 
Awards, Pam Peters; Security, Tom and Bar-
bara Smith; Finances, Carol Berg; Corsages, 
Genie Hammond; Floral arranging, Joe Alesi; 
Plant Hotel, Esther Sivila; Hospitality, Bruce 
Berg.  If any members have expertise in any of 
these areas and wish to help, they are encour-
aged to contact either Bruce or Dave. 

 

A schedule for Show Committee meetings has 
been set: December 10, 2009; January 6 and 
28 and Feb 25. Meetings will be held at Carol 
and Bruce Berg’s home at 7pm those evenings.  
Their address is 9228 Maranda Dr., Santee. 

 
There will be a new addition to the judging 
categories this year for Amateur Tabletop Dis-
plays. The category was created with the idea 
of promoting the display of orchids in ar-
rangements smaller than the traditional 8x8 ft 
booth. Over the next several months, the Nov-
ice meetings will have speakers talk about how 
to design a display and how to arrange or-
chids. 

 
The show this year will have several other 
changes that will be discussed with the mem-
bership at our regular society meetings. Sev-
eral changes will be needed as a result of our 
sluggish economy so that the show can hope-
fully break even on expenses. We are still 
planning on lunches for the Judges and for 
volunteers.  We will not be furnishing tee 
shirts for volunteers. The committee is look-
ing into several other areas where we can 
make some cost reductions. Society members 
with ideas are welcome to share their ideas 
with the show committee. 

Spring Show Committee  
Minutes 
December 10, 2009 

 
Attendees:  Steve Mallory, Dave Hoffmaster, 
Pam Peters, Bruce and Carol Berg.   

 

Education and Speakers:   

It’s too early to start lining up speakers.  More 
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at the next meeting. 

 

Hospitality: 
Volunteer signup sheets will be prepared for 
the January meeting. Pam wants to expand 
the judging volunteer pool to try and attract 
some newer members to help get started with 
judging by first volunteering to be clerks. We 
will have a signup sheet for Judging Clerks at 
the January meeting. 

 
Canvas tote bag samples were provided by 
Lynn Ford with pricing sheets from Carl Row-
land. We had discussion about gifts for ven-
dors and Bruce was ask to contact Loren or 
Fred to see if vendors were really interested in 
receiving gifts. The totes would be much less 
expensive than tee shirts have been in the 
past, however the committee was concerned 
that with the economy still as bad as it is, that 
maybe we should just use the lunches to thank 
our volunteers. 

 

Finance: 
A sample report format was presented by 
Carol and concurred in by the committee.  
Several bills are in the works and she will con-
tact Lynn to get the checks sent. The liability 
insurance policy from AOS has been doubled 
in cost this year from last year. Dave will 
check to see if we can get it cheaper locally. 

 

Advertising and Marketing: 

We discussed the ways we are advertising and 
decided to not advertize with full page ads in 
Orchids magazine. We will also go with less 
expensive ads in local publications. This is 
based on a review of coupons brought in at the 
last show. It seems like the posters and ¼ 
sheet flyers are the most effective advertising. 

 

Vendors and Exhibits: 
Steve reported that he has 14 tentative posi-
tive vendor responses with only 2 vendors 
saying they aren’t coming back. The vendors 
need to be contacted informally to see if they 
will be participating. 

 

Judging and Awards: 

Pam and Renate have designed a new Section 
for awards “Amateur Tabletop Displays.” We 
will have signup sheets for the January meet-
ing so members can see the rules and let us 
know if they are going to prepare a display so 
that we can make sure we have display space. 
The committee approved a new trophy for this 
section. It will be called the “Forrest Robinson 
Amateur Tabletop Display Trophy.” Dave 
Brown has the medallions needed for the 
other Section trophy awards. 

 

Food and Beverage: 

Dave Hoffmaster will work with Genie to con-
tact Ranch Catering to see what options we 
have for lunches. 

 

Facilities: 

Steve is working on the fire permit and needs 
layouts for the new tabletop display area. 
Loren has the computer program that can lay-
out and give us the printout that we need to 
submit. 

 
Tom Smith reported by email that he has 
looked at the security layouts and needs 5 
manned locations with 2 people per station. 
Security will also be responsible for ticket tak-
ing at the door to the show area. 

 

Presale tickets: 

Steve will contact Anderson Nursery to see if 
they will give us credit on the plant rental if 
they can advertize on the back of the presale 
tickets. We need to have tickets ready to hand 
out at the February meeting. Before we mail 
tickets, we need to call members to see if they 
want to help us out with presales. This is a 
very important part of the revenue to support 
the show and we need to ask the support of all 
members to help us sell the tickets. 
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Judging at the Encinitas site (Quail Gardens, 
Administration (Ecke) Building) begins at 7:00 
pm on the first Monday of each month. The fa-
cility opens at 6:30 pm. Anyone interested in 
orchids is encouraged and welcome at the ses-
sions. Visitors may join the judging teams at 
their tables, but cannot participate in the judg-
ing process. Anyone who wants to exhibit plants 
for judging but is unable to bring the plants to 
Quail Gardens, please contact one the local 
judges or have others bring the plants to the fa-
cility. 

 

No report from the December 7, 2009 judging 
session at Quail Gardens. Very heavy winter 
storm! 

Concerning Plants for  
Judging Sessions 
 

By: Helmut Rohrl 

 

The Pacific South Judging Center conducts each 
month three judging sessions in the Los Angeles 
and San Diego area. They are: 

Encinitas (Quail Gardens) on the 1st Monday 
at 7 pm 

San Marino (Huntington Botanical Gardens) 
on the 2nd Saturday at 10 am 

Long Beach (Whaley Park) on the 4th Satur-
day at 7 pm 

 

Visitors—with or without plants—are welcome 
anytime. 

 

If a member of the SDCOS wishes to have flow-
ering plants judged at one of these sessions but 
is unable to take the plants to the judging facil-
ity, please contact one of the following AOS 
judges: 

 

Loren Batchman, Solana Beach, 858-755-7572 

Helmut Rohrl, La Jolla, 858-452-0976 

Ann & Paul Tuskes, Clairemont, 858-274-5829 

Monthy Report on AOS  
Judging at Quail Gardens 
 

By: Helmut Rohrl 

Renate started enjoying orchids in 1967 when 
she lived in Chicago and applied as a secretary 
and orchid apprentice for one year at Hauser-
mann’s Orchids in Elmhurst, IL.  She became 
a member of the Illinois Orchid Society and 
served in various capacities including show 
chair and president. During the winter show 
time her Society made exhibits with member 
plants from all over the Midwest and she was 
in the middle of it. In 1976 she applied to be-
come an AOS student judge and became an 
accredited judge six years later.  
 
The constant involvement in raising orchids 
and the monthly judgings at the Regional 
Judging Center in Encinitas and at area orchid 
shows still challenges her to make exhibits 
with her own plants. This involves not only 
bringing her orchids to a show but also exhib-
iting the plants in an appealing way. Nico first 
joined SDCOS back in the 1970s. In 1996 he 
and Lisa started their orchid business “Lico 
Orchids.” He is interested in native plants and  
species orchids in particular. Also, as seen at 
the SDCOS Spring Shows and Mini Shows, 
Nico is a very creative artist and always has 
fabulous eye-catching and award-winning dis-
plays. 

Novice meeting, continued from page 1…. 

You are invited to subscribe to… 
California Garden 

 
The perfect gift for a friend, relative or neighbor. 

1 year subscription: $12 
2 year subscription: $20 

 

Membership in the SAN DIEGO  

Floral Association: $15 

(619) 232-5762  ▪  www.sdfloral.org    



 

 

www.sdorchids.com San Diego County  Orchid  Society  

Page 9 

 

WORLD-FAMOUS 
San Diego Zoo 

 
SENIOR  PASS  (over 60 years of age):  
               Yearly rate $45 single and $60 dual 
                Renewal rates:  $30 single and $45 dual 
 
DUAL MEMBERSHIP  (under 59 years of age): 
               Yearly rate $94. 
               Renewal Rate - $79. 
 
          ~   For two adults in the same household. 
          ~   A year of FREE UNLIMITED ADMISSION to both the San 
 Diego Zoo and Wild Animal Park. 
          ~   6 discount guest coupons good toward admission.  
          ~   A One Year Subsc.ription to ZOONOOZ. 
          ~   Free Zoo Skyfari 
          ~  4 two-for-one coupons for Zoo Bus Tour. 
 
SINGLE MEMBERSHIP  
               Yearly rate $75. 
               Renewal rate $63. 
 
                For One Adult. 
                All of the benefits described above under dual membership. 
 

Prices & benefits subject to change. 
For more information, call 619.231.0251 

Or call toll free 877.3 MEMBER 
 

Visit our website: www.sandiegozoo.org 
 
Your membership supports our plant and animal collections and 

includes a monthly visit to our Orchid Odyssey on the third Friday of 
each month from 10am until 2pm. 

 

CALAVO GARDENS 

Orchid Supplies 
Specializing in the needs of the orchid grower  

 

-wood vanda baskets 4”, 6”, 8”, 10” and 12”- 

also great for bulbophyllums and stanhopeas 
 

4044 Calavo Drive, La Mesa 

619-948-5942   bmach16814@aol.com 

ORCHID 

SUPPLIES! 

WOOD & WIRE BASKETS  �  FIR BARK 

FERTILIZER  �  TREE FERN PRODUCTS  

CORK BARK  �  NZ SPHAGNUM MOSS  

HUMIDITY TRAYS �  CLEAR PLASTIC POTS  

POTTING MIXES �  FERTILIZER INJECTORS  

AND SO MUCH MORE!! 

WWW.ORCHID-SUPPLIES.COM 

WE ARE THE WEST COAST’S LARGEST 

DISTRIBUTOR OF ORCHID SUPPLIES—
WHOLESALE INQUIRIES WELCOME! 

Or contact us at  

CALWEST TROPICAL SUPPLY  

11614 Sterling Ave., Riverside, CA 92503  

For a free catalog call us at  

800-301-9009 or 951-351-1880 

Casa de las Orquideas  
Loren and Nancy Batchman 

Southern California’s leading source for Cymbidium 
and Zygopetalum seedlings. Over 30,000 plants in 

stock from 3” pots to blooming size. Our complete list 
of seedlings and flasks is on the web at 

www.orquideas.com. 

Open by appointment only! 
 

170 South Nardo Avenue, Solana Beach, CA  92075 

Phone and Fax: (858) 755-7572  

E-mail: casa@orquideas.com  
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 San Diego County  
Orchid Society December 
Board Meeting Minutes 
 

December 3, 2009 

 

Attendees: Dave Brown, Loren Batchman, 
Bruce Berg, Bob Clark, Christopher Croom, 
Lynn Ford, Genie Hammond, Dave Hoffmas-
ter, Steve Mallory and Kevin Rynearson. 

 

President Dave Brown called the meeting to 
order at 7:05 PM. 

 
The minutes from the November meeting 
were approved by email prior to this Board 
meeting and were published to the December 
Newsletter. 

 
Treasurer’s report: The financial report was 
tabled until the January Board meeting. 

 

Committee and Officer Reports 

 

Spring Show Committee 

 
Steve Mallory submitted artwork for the 
“Rainbow of Orchids” poster for the spring 
show. There was one proposed change to add 
a blue flower to complete the rainbow effect 
but otherwise, the artwork was approved.  

 

Vendor packs were sent out to 37 prospective 
vendors for the spring show. So far 14 have 
accepted.  

 

The show committee was scheduled for 
7:00PM, Thursday, December 10th at Bruce 
Berg’s house. The next show committee meet-
ing is scheduled for 7:00PM, Wednesday, 
January 6th at Bruce’s house.  

 
Charlie Fouquette is working with Walter 
Anderson regarding a discount for the plants 
we use in the orchid displays and advertising 

on the tickets. We need to resolve the issue 
this month so we can print the tickets.  

 

Old Business 
Genie investigated our options to replace the 
white tablecloths we use on plant tables at 
Balboa Park and to purchase black cloth to 
make a backdrop behind the plant table. 
There are a number of options for white table-
cloth available depending upon width and ma-
terial. We decided to table further discussion 
on tablecloths until after the January mini 
show so we can get an accurate count of how 
many we need. 

 

Genie was able to find a suitable 60 inches 
wide black cloth at Yardage Town for $6.98/
yard. We would need 8 yards for the back-
drop. It was moved that the Society purchase 
8 yards of this material and the motion car-
ried. 

 

We have requested a quote from County TV 
regarding a PSA (Public Service Announce-
ment) commercial for the Society. CityTV has 
indicated that they would format such a com-
mercial for free and there is a possibility of a 
bulletin board for society activities. 

 

The Society PayPal service is up and running 
so current or new members can pay dues or 
accept donations over the web. There still 
needs to be a mechanism established for 
members that do not want their information 
published in the Roster to opt out. 

 

New Business 

The novice class speaker will be Renate 
Schmidt talking about the art of designing or-
chid displays. 

 

Fred Clarke will address the general meeting 
on the subject of mini Cattleyas, a new presen-
tation he written.   

 

The vendor page on our website is in need of 
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SANTA BARBARA ORCHID ESTATE 

Every day a different orchid—check out  

"Orchid-Of-The-Day" at www.sborchid.com 
 

Specializing in outdoor-growing  

orchids for coastal California, incl. Australian Den-
drobiums, Cymbidium species and hybrids, and 

species. 

 

Open daily: Mon-Sat, 8 to 4:30, Sun 11-4 

1250 Orchid Drive, Santa Barbara, CA 93111 

(800) 553-3387  sboe@sborchid.com 

SB Orchid Show (3/12-14), SB Fair (7/9-11) 

WALTER ANDERSEN NURSERY 

Since 1928—A San Diego Tradition of Excellence 
 

3642 Enterprise, San Diego 

(Near Pacific Hwy. & Barnett) 

 
SELECT FROM MANY FLOWERING ORCHIDS ON DISPLAY! 

ALL THE SUPPLIES YOU NEED FOR GROWING ARE HANDY! 

 

Free Garden Classes 9:00 am every Saturday 

12755 Danielson Court, Poway 

619-224-8271 and 858-513-4900 

revision. Dave Hoffmaster agreed to review 
the list of vendors and propose any needed 
changes to the list by the next Board meeting. 
We decided vendors that advertise in the 
newsletter would be added to the vendor page 
on our website. The list of vendors needs to be 
updated to ensure they are orchid related and 
meet the criteria explained on the web page. 

 

The American Orchid Society is soliciting do-
nations from member societies. We agreed not 
to take any action at this time since the board 
feels supporting the local regional judging 
center is a better use of our funds. 

 
A motion was made to replace Genie 
Hammond’s name to the signature card at 
Chase Bank with Dave Brown’s so he can sign 
checks on behalf of the Society as per our By 
Laws. The motion passed. 

 

The meeting was adjourned at 8:30. 

Fragrant Orchid Genera 

By Christopher Croom 

‘Twas the night before Aerangis, when all through the house 

Not a creature was stirring, not even an Ida. 

The stockings were hung by the Cattleya with care, 

In hopes that St Rhynchostylis soon would be there. 
 

The children were nestled all snug in their beds, 

While visions of Brassavola danced in their heads. 
And mamma in her ‘kerchief, and I in my cap, 

Had just settled our Dendrochilums for a long winter’s nap. 

 

When out on the lawn there arose such a Coelogyne, 

I sprang from the Stanhopea to see what was the matter. 

Away to the window I flew like a Gongora, 
Tore open the shutters and threw up the sashora. 

 

The moon on the breast of the new-fallen snow 

Gave the lustre of mid-day to Rhyncholaelia below. 
When, what to my wondering eyes should appear, 

But a miniature Zygopetalum, and eight tiny reindeer. 

 

With a little old driver, so lively and quick, 

I knew in a moment it must be St Rhynchostylis. 

More rapid than eagles his Miltonia they came, 
And he whistled, and shouted, and called them by name! 

 

"Now Dasher! now, Catasetum! now, Prancer and Vixen! 

On, Comet! On, Acineta! on, on Donner and Angraecum! 

To the top of the porch! to the top of the wall! 

Now dash away! Dash away! Dash away all!" 

 

And then, in a twinkling, I heard on the Bulbophyllum 

The prancing and pawing of each little Paphinia. 
As I drew in my head, and was turning around, 

Down the chimney St Rhynchostylis came with a bound. 
 

He was dressed all in fur, from his head to his foot, 

And his few Cymbidium were all tarnished with ashes and soot. 

A bundle of some Phalaenopsis he had flung on his back, 

And he looked like a peddler, just opening his pack containing some Brassia. 

...And I bet you thought this children’s classic 

was timeless—absolutely timeless—didn’t you? 

Technical jargon can ruin anything, so use it 

carefully this holiday season. 
 

 

 

—A public service announcement from your editor. 



 

 

Dear SDCOS, 
  

Instead of doing something trite like making a New Year’s resolution that over 80% of  you (us) won’t 
keep, treat yourself to a feeling of accomplishment this year and make resolutions you’ll actually honor, 
like going to the SDCOS Spring Show at the Scottish Rite Center with all your friends on the weekend of 
March 26th and buying more orchids. You’ll always buy more orchids, so just write it into an aforemen-
tioned resolution and praise yourself in advance this year for the overwhelming success you’ll surely be-
come! Other self-esteem boosting resolutions that can help you start the year off feeling like a champion 
may include eating more, exercising less, never being on time, and returning fewer phone calls. 
 

Bob Hodges, an SDCOS member of many years, is liquidating his orchid collection, which means that you 
can get an inexpensive start in our excellent hobby. Bob has won many awards at SDCOS shows through 
the years, and you may be able to get your hands on something truly incredible if you give him a call (619) 
461-4915.             

      

Fred Clarke, orchid expert and local hero, is coming to our January General 
Meeting and should have an enlightening presentation about some orchids that 
are exceptionally easy to grow and known as “MiniCatts.” Fred is world re-
nowned amongst hybridizers of the Catasetiinae but also hybridizes more 
down-to-Earth blends that are compact members of the Cattleya Alliance. Fred  
also plays a major role in growing the ranunculus (“flower”) fields of Carlsbad, 
the last time I checked, so he has a lot of botanical knowledge in general and 
we’re truly lucky to have him in our county and as a member of our Society.  

   

I hope you’re all keeping your outside plants warm at night with Christmas lights and bedsheets or bring-
ing them in when necessary.        Happy New Year,                 
           Christopher 
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