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Purpose: To promote interest in orchids and their
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cultivation, to educate by exchanging information and
experiences related to successful orchid culture, and to
support the conservation of orchids in the wild.
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CULTURE AND GENERAL MEETING-

HOLIDAY PARTY!
December 6, 6:00 PM

By Paul Tuskes 1st Vice President

December has arrived and it’s time
for the December Dinner at our meet-
ing on Tuesday the 6th.

I want to thank all of the people who
signed up at the November meeting
or via an e-mail to me. It’s important
to get a good count for logistics. If
you decide to come and did not
RSVP.... please bring your pot-luck
contribution and have a good time....
There is always room.

Here is a rough schedule. 5 to 6 PM
set up. Appetizers etc. will start at 6
PM. Dinner will follow. After that, the
orchid plant exchange will occur be-
tween members, then a presentation
on Special Awards for Outstanding
Plants, and the gift plants from the
society to members.

A few reminders:

The Society will supply beverages,
sturdy plates and utensils, etc.

Please bring your food on time.

If you plan to participate in the plant
exchange, please make sure that what
you bring is well potted or mounted
and free of pests.

Enjoy your friends but please take
time to visit with a few people you
don’t know.

One of our members has a plant that
received a National Award...Which
one? We will see.
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San Diego County
Orchid Society
Board of Directors
President: Bruce Berg
First VP: Paul Tuskes
Second VP: Scott LaBouff
Treasurer: Carol Berg
Secretary: Helen Pfister
Directors: Bob Clark
Lila Wagar
Jim Wright

Past President: David Brown

Meetings

San Diego Orchid Society meetings are held
the first Tuesday of each month at the Casa
Del Prado in Balboa Park.

Culture Class: 6:30 PM, Room 101

General Meeting: 7:30 PM, Room 101

Newsletter Entries

If you have monthly meetings, classifieds,
submissions of interest, photos, or announce-
ments related to orchids, please contact Chris-
topher Croom at (619) 583-3804 or
batescroom@cox.net.

Advertisers
Please contact Carol Berg at
winklerca@yahoo.com.

Information for the January newsletter must
be submitted by December 15.

ORCHID SHOW & SALE

SAN DIEGO COUNTY ORCHID SOCIETY PRESENTS

GALAXY OF ORCHIDS

MARCH 9-11, 2012

Friday 3pm-7pm, Saturday 9am-6pm, Sunday 10am-4pm

oo For additional
Admission $7 - y
Scottish Rite Center Weekend Pass $10 information:
1895 Camino Del Rio South  Children under 12 Free sdorchids.com
San Diego, CA 92108 Parking Free 760.529.2947

Orange County Orchid Society

ANNUAL
ORCHID
AUCTION

EVERYONE WELCOME!

CYMEIDIUMS - CATTLEYAS
PHALAENQPSIS
PAFHIOPEDILUMS
DENDRUBIUMS - UNUIDIUMS
AND MANY OTHER GENERA

) l.'ill’l-‘.tEIF.ﬁ )
AND OLD FAVORITES Wednesday.
GOOD VALUES January 18, 2012
AND LOTS OF FUN +
REFRESHMENTS (of course) 7:00 PM
Yorba Il_.inda Public Library A[TCIIO.\_
o619 Teperia Highoway BEGINS
Yorba Linda, CA 92836 — :) PENS
Information: ($09) 396-0172 AT 6:30 PM

dwarren i shipandshore com

Page 2




www.sdorchids.com

Orchid Dates to Remember

December 3

SDCOS Species Group Meeting
First Saturday of the month

Paul or Ann Tuskes (858) 274-5829

December 6, 6:00 PM

SDCOS Culture and

General Meetings are replaced by the
Annual Holiday Party.

Casa Del Prado, Balboa Park, Room 101

December 7

Palomar Orchid Society Meeting
Culture class at 6:30; program at 7:00
First Wednesday of the month

The Carlsbad Woman’s Club

3320 Monroe Street, Carlsbad
Melana Walding (760) 295-7228

December 8, 7:00 PM

SDCOS Board Meeting

Normally, the Thursday following the General
Meeting (usually the first Thursday of the
month; second Friday of the month in rare
cases) Balboa Park, Rm. 104

December 16

San Diego Zoo's Orchid Odyssey
Third Friday of the month

10 AM-2 PM (orchid greenhouse is open)
Janette Gerrity (619) 231-1515 ext. 4306

December 21

Cymbidium Society Meeting

Regular meeting, third Wednesday of month
Culture class at 6:30, Meeting at 7:00 PM
San Diego Cty. Botanic Gardens— Ecke Bldg.
230 Quail Gardens Dr., Encinitas, CA 92024
orchldy2@mac.com or (760) 732-0055

January 3

SDCOS Culture Meeting

First Tuesday of the month

Casa Del Prado, Balboa Park, Room 101

Decemhir 2i11

January 3, 7:30 p.m

SDCOS General Meeting

First Tuesday of the month

Casa Del Prado, Balboa Park, Room 101

January 18, 7:00 PM

Orange County Orchid Society
Annual Orchid Auction

See ad below for details

January 21-22
SDCOS Winter Show in the Park
Casa Del Prado, Balboa Park, Room 101

March 3-4

South Bay Spring Show and Sale
Torrance Cultural Arts Center

3330 Civic Center Drive

Torrance CA

March 9-11

San Diego County Orchid Society
Spring Show and Sale

Galaxy of Orchids

Scottish Rite Center, Mission Valley
www.sdorchids.com

March 16-March 18

The 67th Santa Barbara International
Orchid Show

Orchidelic

www.sborchidshow.com

If you have any announcements that you
would like included in the “Dates to Remem-
ber” section of the newsletter, please e-mail
batescroom @cox.net.
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Receive your
SDCOS Newsletter
by E-Mail!
Contact:
membership@sdorchids.com

Enjoy the CALIFORNIA
GARDENS magazine with your
membership in San Diego

Floral Association.
S35

(619)232-5762
www.sdfloral.org

SANTA BARBARA ORCHID ESTATE

Every day a different orchid—check out
"Orchid-Of-The-Day" at www.sborchid.com

Specializing in outdoor-growing
orchids for coastal California, incl. Laelia anceps
and hybrids, Cymbidium species and hybrids, and
species.
Open daily: Mon-Sat, 8 to 4:30, Sun 11-4
1250 Orchid Drive, Santa Barbara, CA 93111
(800) 553-3387 sboe@sborchid.com

Granite Hills Orchids

Newly arrived Brazilian species orchids

Laelia rupestris

-sparkling light purple flowers.....$15
Laclia briegeri

-tall spikes of round yellow flowers.....$15
Sophronitis cernua

-cute orange flowers on mat-like plant.....$15

www.granitehillsorchids.com
tombiggart@mac.com 619-886-8121

Concerning Plants for
Judging Sessions
By: Helmut Rohrl

The Pacific South Judging Center conducts
each month three judging sessions in the Los
Angeles and San Diego area. They are:

San Diego
Balboa Park, Casa del Prado, room 104
1st Tuesday of the month at 6 pm

San Marino
Huntington Botanical Gardens
2nd Saturday of the month at 10 am

Long Beach
Whaley Park
4th Saturday of the month at 7 pm

Visitors—with or without plants—are welcome
anytime. If a member of the SDCOS wishes to
have flowering plants judged at one of these
sessions but is unable to take the plants to the
judging facility, please contact one of the fol-
lowing AOS judges:

Rohrl, Helmut (La Jolla)
858-452-0976

Tuskes, Ann and Paul (Clairemont)
858-274-5829

CALAVO GARDENS

Orchid Supplies

Specializing in the needs of the orchid grower

wood vanda baskets 4”, 6", 8", 10" & 12"
also great for bulbophyllums and stanhopeas

4044 Calavo Drive, La Mesa
619-948-5942 bmachl1l6814@aol.com
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WORLD-FAMOUS

San Diego Zoo

SENIOR PASS (over 60 years of age):
Yearly rate $50 single and $60 dual
Renewal rates: $35 single and $50 dual

DUAL MEMBERSHIP (under 59 years of age):
Yearly rate $99.
Renewal Rate - $84.

~ For two adults in the same household.
~ Avyear of FREE UNLIMITED ADMISSION to both the San
Diego Zoo and Wild Animal Park.
6 discount guest coupons good toward admission.
A One Year Subsc.ription to ZOONOOZ.
Free Zoo Skyfari
4 two-for-one coupons for Zoo Bus Tour.

LR S S

SINGLE MEMBERSHIP
Yearly rate $79.
Renewal rate $67.

For One Adult.
All of the benefits described above under dual membership.

Prices & benefits subject to change.
For more information, call 619.231.0251
Or call toll free 877.3 MEMBER
Visit our website: www.sandiegozoo.org

Your membership supports our plant and animal collections and
includes a monthly visit to our Orchid Odyssey on the third Friday of
each month from 10am until 2pm.

Casa de las Orquideas
OPEN HOUSE—December 3 and 4

The Casa de las Orquideas open house is about to
happen again! Come join us December 3 and 4 to
see what's new and exciting at the nursery! We'll have
lots of new seedlings, many special divisions of our
show and breeding stock cymbidiums, and more!
Andy's Orchids will once again be our special guest.
We will be open from 9 AM to 4 PM that weekend.
Parking is limited, so please consider carpooling.

170 S. Nardo Ave., Solana Beach, CA 92075.
Phone and Fax: (858) 755-7572 Email: casa@orquideas.com

Receive your

SDCOS Newsletter
by E-Mail!

membership@sdorchids.com

~ANDY’S ORCHIDS~
“The Species Specialist”

Beautifully mounted epiphytes and potted terres-
trials. Many rare and exotic orchids. Blooming
size, established species are what we do best!

Our MAIL ORDER CATALOG features many new and
unusual species from around the world with descrip-
tions and cultural requirements, plus Andy’s orchid
growing tips. For your copy, call write, fax or email us
and we will send our latest issue.

Your satisfaction is Guaranteed. We take
pride in our reputation for selling a well-
established plant and will replace it if you are
not satisfied upon receipt.

We are open by Appointment Only,
so call in advance and make yours!

Andy Phillips

734 Oceanview Ave., Encinitas, CA 92024
Phone 888-514-2639 Fax 888-632-8991
speciesnut@AndysOrchids.com
www.AndysOrchids.com

ORCHID SHOW & SALE

SAN DIEGO COUNTY ORCHID SOCIETY PRESENTS

GALAXY OF ORCHIDS

MARCH 9-11, 2012

Friday 3pm-7pm, Saturday 9am-6pm, Sunday 10am-4pm

Admission §7 For additional

Scottish Rite Center Weekend Pass $10 information:
1895 Camino Del Rio South  Children under 12 Free sdorchids.com
San Diego, CA 92108 Parking Free 760.529.2947
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Updates from your President
By: Bruce Berg

Our December meeting will be our Holiday
Party. I would invite all members to attend to
join in the fun of having an evening to visit
with each other and enjoy a great potluck din-
ner. You can read more about it later in the
newsletter. Please let Paul Tuskes know if you
can attend so that he will know what dish
youwll bring and he can have enough orchids to
hand out as gifts to members.

Your Society has recently purchased a com-
plete set of books on Phaleanopsis culture and
history from the son of Bob Gordon who was a
member of the society a number of years ago.
The books will be in our library and can be
checked out from our librarian, Ron Velarde.

We will be putting out signup sheets for both
the Winter Show, January 21 and 22 and the
Spring Show from March 9, 10, and 11. These
are great opportunities to meet fellow mem-
bers and participate in judging, security, and
other functions.

The World Conference on Orchids is under-
way as this is written. Several of our members
are fortunate enough to be in attendance: Ir-
ma Adams, Gin Gan, Lisa Humphreys, Nico
Goossens, and Peter Tobias, to list the ones
I'm aware of. We're all envious of their ability
to attend this event. Peter has been posting
daily blogs of the trip to members of the OCA.

Jack Schaefer, Patti Hoffmaster, Kevin and
Tiffany Rynearson have been working hard to
update our website. Their plan is that we’ll
see an all new redesigned website for the Soci-
ety shortly after the first of the new year. For
those of you who are Facebook fans, we have a
Society presence. Stop by and “friend” us.

In Search of Wild Orchids update:

Nico and I are thinking we should try and set
up a regular schedule for hiking trips to see
our local native orchids. We're thinking that
the second Saturday of each month would be a
good time to schedule the hikes, with some
movement of schedule to accommodate the
shows where we have commitments. Nico has
been in contact with Bob Lauri to find gps co-
ordinates in some new areas for us to explore.
We can’t guarantee that we’ll always find the
orchids, but we’ll have interesting hikes where
we can all learn more about the ecology of the
County. We've also talked about a few trips
out of the area where we think we can see
some orchid species that we do not have local-

ly.

If you'd like to be added to our email hiking
notification list, please let me know.
B2berg@yahoo.com.

and Sale
March 3™ and 4t

Show: Sat 12-5 & Sun 10-5
24 Location: Torrance Cultural Arts Center
8330 Civic Center Dr., Torrance, CA

* Buy direct from commercial growers

* See award winning orchids

* All day demonstrations on orchid
care and repotting

Admission: $5 Adults
Free Parking

/é@aﬁawanﬂam@@m@ammm

Information:{(310)}707:70974
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Weeds: Why They're Bad (And
You Should Remove Them)

By: Christopher Croom

I was going to take this space to write about
orchid trends, which is a somewhat interest-
ing topic, but none of the orchid online mes-
sage boards have seen any action on this sub-
ject since 2006, and I only have so many flat-
tering things to say about large-flowered reed-
stemmed epi hybrids and those relatively new
Phalaenopsis that have flowers that resemble
what the Kleenex looks like after you get a
bloody nose. (Yaay! Dirty bandage Phals!) I
also would run out of steam talking about the
hybrids that you find in the cheap and big-box
haunts lately: no tag, because no one cared;
oddly tiny and drab flowers for a hybrid, be-
cause again, no one cared. (Eschew the or-
chids that no one cares about and are bred for
disposability as it will only make it harder for
you to care for them.)

Instead, I want to revisit a perennial bane of
the orchidist (no pun intended): the humble
weed.

In botanical parlance, a “weed” is any plant
that is growing in a place it isn’t supposed to
grow. While E.O. Wilson has argued that the
unsexy life forms, like weeds, ants, and slugs
are usually vastly more important to any ecol-
ogy than the flora and fauna we humans find
charismatic; if you spend all the time appreci-
ating the wonder and adaptations of weeds in
your orchid collection, eventually you won’t be
able to appreciate the wonder and adaptations
of your orchids.

That’s because weeds can kill your orchids.
Most of the time we think of them as benign,
but when left unchecked, they will take over
any collection, robbing your valuable plants of
nitrogen and moisture, and they can even

Decemiir 2i11

spread diseases. Even those cute little orchids
that look like 3-leaved clovers? Those are
called Oxalis and they don’t even fix nitrogen
from the air into your orchid pot as their ap-
pearance might suggest.

But, “How could a weed possibly kill an or-
chid?”, you might be inclined to ponder.

Usually the process is very slow and sneaky,
happening so gradually that you don’t notice
it. It starts by letting some kind of weed (often
a grass species) grow unchecked in your or-
chid pot. “I’ll pull it out tomorrow,” you keep
telling yourself. You put it off, and your orchid
gets a little larger and the weed gets a little
larger. Now that both plants are bigger, both
need more water. You keep putting off pulling
the weed, the weed and orchid continue to
grow, and your orchid slowly desiccates itself
from its own growth in an environment that is
increasingly getting moisture-poor.

But, “How can a weed transmit disease to my
orchid?” you might also be wondering. Weeds
tend to have much softer leaves than orchids,
which makes it easier for insect pests with bit-
ing and sucking mouthparts to transmit virus-
es and other diseases to them. Also, softer
leaves that you pay less attention to because
they’re not the desired end product are more
easily mechanically damaged, which allows
viruses and other diseases to enter. With a vi-
rused weed growing in the same pot as a
healthy orchid, it’s only a matter of time be-
fore you have to send off for a virus testing kit
for that orchid.

Some of the weeds we have around here that
can naturalize in your orchid collection are
even from plant families known to carry cer-
tain viruses that affect orchids. For example,
there’s a nightshade with black/purple berries

Continued on page 9...
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San Diego County
Orchid Society
Board Meeting Minutes

November 3, 2011

Attendees: Bruce Berg, Scott LaBouff, Carol
Berg, Helen Pfister, David Brown, Bob Clark,
Jim Wright, Lila Wagar and visitors Dave
Hoffmaster and Jack Schaefer:

President Bruce Berg called the meeting to or-
der at 7:00 PM.

Officer Reports:

Minutes for the October meeting were ap-
proved via email prior to this meeting and
were published in the November newsletter.

Carol Berg presented the Treasurer’s report
for October. David Brown moved to file the
report for audit — the motion passed.

Pat Warren, our Accountant for many years,
has retired and Henry Ho is to be the new Ac-
countant for the Society. He has informed us
that sales tax must now be collected for all
sales including those of the Conservation Soci-
ety formerly thought to be tax exempt.

The laminations done by Pam Peter went over
budget. David Brown moved that we pay the
difference of $10.11 — the motion passed.

Committee Reports:

Dave Hoffmaster gave an updated report for
the Spring Show in regards to Judging and pre
-sale tickets. The Show Committee approved
the Show Poster that was created by Tom Big-
gart. Dave asked the Board to also approve
the poster. David Brown moved to accept the
Poster — the motion passed. The Show Com-
mittee is also considering adding a new judg-
ing category for Junior orchidists. This would
be open to anyone through the age of 17 years

who would be required to fill out a form about
the orchid being shown.

The future site of our Spring Show is in ques-
tion. The Show Committee will be meeting
with the Scottish Rite leasing office to discuss
the rental agreements for future dates.

The Winter Show in the Park scheduled for
January 215t and 22nd will again be co-chaired
by Scott LaBouff and Paul Tuskes.

Jack Schaefer reported on the recent Web
Committee meeting in mid October. Photo-
graphs are the most time consuming item in
creating the web page. Additional meetings
are scheduled with the next meeting in mid-
November.

Bob Clark gave an updated report on our
membership saying it has increased slightly.

Old Business:

The Board had further discussions on student
memberships. Bruce will send out a revised
proposal before the next Board meeting with
the changes that were discussed.

The number of hours worked and the age limit
are some of the items.

Carol Berg, Jim Wright, Helen Pfister and
Bruce Berg all have had meetings with differ-
ent financial advisors about investment strate-
gy. Another meeting is set for Wednesday the
oth of November with Fidelity Financial. All
interested parties were invited to attend this
meeting. The Articles of Incorporation for the
Society need to be found or requested from
the State before the Board can transfer any
funds.

The Phalaenopsis books were ordered by
Bruce at a total cost of $42.00 and $7.00 ship-
ping and handling. These books are available
for check out by Society members.
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The memorial contribution for Jim Reid was
taken care of by Bruce Berg.

The Conservation Committee presented a pro-
posal for a study of the conservation genetics
and future viability of a rare North American
orchid, (Platanthera praeclara). The request
was submitted by Steven Travers, Department
of Biological Sciences, North Dakota State
University. The amount requested was
$2,032. Expenditures over $750 must be ap-
proved by the General Membership. Helen
Pfister moved that this proposal be accepted—
the motion passed.

New Business:

No speakers for the December meeting as it is
our HOLIDAY Party.

Discussion was held by the Board about hav-
ing the members bring in their own plates and
flatware to help cut down the costs to the Soci-
ety. No decision was made on this subject.
David Brown will be doing the set up of tables
and the Society will be providing drinks such
as water, soda, coffee, punch beer and wine.

The Culture class speaker for January 3, 2012
will be Jerry Spencer talking on potting medi-
ums.

The meeting was adjourned at 8:49 PM.

Continued from page 7....

that appears to be seeded by birds, and most
nightshades are capable of carrying TMV, or
Tobacco Mosaic Virus (which then gets called
TMV-O when it gets on your orchid—guess
what the “O” is for).

In short, kill your weeds before they kill your
orchids, and apologize thoroughly to the Crea-
tor for culling one of its most resilient life
forms.

Help Hotline

The SDCOS offers this service to members who
seek cultural information about their orchids.
Here are some friendly hobbyists with a great
deal of experience about certain types of orchids,
and they have kindly volunteered to answer your
questions.

Cattleyas, Oncidium/Odonts, Vandaceous
Greenhouse grown, West SD County
Helmut Rohrl (858) 452-0976

Species, all types
Indoor and outdoor
Ann & Paul Tuskes (858) 274-5829

Paphiopedilums
Ann Tuskes (858) 274-5829

Phalaenopsis, Cattleyas, Dendrobiums
Bob Swanson (619) 465-2297

Vandas, Ascocendas
Edith and Leno Galvan (619) 441-7503

Encyclias, Epidendrums, Laelias
Christopher Croom (619) 583-3804

Pleurothallids
Christopher Croom (619) 583-3804

Cymbidiums
Loren Batchman— casa@orquideas.com

Northeast County, all types
Dave Reid (7 60) 728-7996

San Diego Central

Outdoor, all types

Jim Wright (619) 276-5295
Fred Tomaschke (619) 276-3235

San Diego East County, all types
Bud Close (619) 444-8839

South County, all types
Genie Hammond (619) 422-2235
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Letter From the Editor

Dear SDCOS,

I hope everyone had a wonderful Thanksgiving, and remembered to give thanks for their orchids. Anyone
with the disposable income for a hobby like ours in this economy is certainly blessed, indeed.

This is a good time of year to start tapering off on your watering, if you haven’t already, and to start giving
things that require a winter rest with less or no water in order to bloom well in the spring that rest. But when
a hot snap comes along like the one we had this weekend, most items in your collection will appreciate a little
extra water in the mornings, almost as if you're back on your summer watering schedule. Make sure to not
water in the evenings this time of year, because if we have a Santa Ana this will usually bring cold (and clear)
nights; any standing water left on orchid leaves in these conditions is very likely to cause “damping off,” a
condition wherein bacterial and fungal growth is catalyzed by water left on orchid leaves when temperatures
dip too low. There are even some species of orchid that “damp off” if they’re left wet above a certain tempera-

Contact Information:
Christopher Croom
(619) 583-3804

batescroom@cox.net

ture; luckily none of us grow the Australian terrestrial Thelymitras that do this (if
we did, we’d have mycology degrees in symbiotic mycorrhizal fungi).

As we head into winter, if you live in East County or areas that are prone to frost,
beware of the clear nights that tend to be cooler this time of year and are expert at
whacking the vascular tissues in your orchids with frost damage. Remember that
keeping your orchids on the exterior wall of a heated room, covering them with
Christmas lights (not LED) and then sheets, and keeping them in more sheltered
locations away from strong winds and light exposures are all good strategies for

helping the orchids in your outdoor collection weather the winter. Using electrically heated seedling mats in
places that don’t get too wet can also be helpful, but remember to water extra, as these things increase the
evaporation in your orchid pots.

Happy Growing,
Christopher



