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CULTURE MEETING- March 5, 6:30 PM
Ribbon Judging at SDCOS Shows

By Ben Machado, 2nd Vice President

Ribbon Judging is one of the major
activities of our orchid society that
brings recognition for our efforts in
cultivating our orchids. We offer
four opportunities during the year
for you to bring in your plants for
ribbon judging: three shows in the
Park (January, July, October) and
the annual big show in March.

Just in time before our big show this
month, Pam Peters has a presenta-
tion that will clear up some of the
mystery and help minimize the
anxieties some may feel when en-

gaged in a competition. Indeed,
there is structure to Ribbon Judging.
Pam is going to cover the overall
Ribbon Judging program as well as
getting into some of the detail of
classes, entry requirements and en-
try procedures, and most impor-
tantly the criteria used to determine
the award. Pam worked with Forrest
Robinson to bring our Ribbon Judging
program to its present state. She
hopes that after her presentation
that you will want to participate in

Continued on page 6....

GENERAL MEETING- March 5, 7:30 PM
Terrestrial Orchids of Southern France

By Scott Labouff, 1st Vice President

Arnold Gum will present a trave-
logue of hikes through the oak and
pine forests of Bouches-du-Rhone
and other areas in Provence-Alpes-
Cote dAzur region of Southern
France. He will show the varied flora
and fauna of the region including
some of the sixty-seven native ter-
restrial orchid species. Genera of
the region are numerous, including
Anacamptis, Cephalanthera, Dacty-
lorhiza, Epipactis, Gymnadenia, Li-
modorum, Liparis, Neotinea,

Ophrys,
Serapias, and Spiranthes.

Orchis, Platanthera,

Arnold is a patent attorney by day;
orchid connoisseur and AOS judge
and photographer by night and
weekend. Arnold started growing or-
chids as a young child in Hawaii
where his first orchid experience
was with a Dendrobium seed pod

Continued on page 6....
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Board of Directors

President: Bruce Berg
First VP: Scott LaBouff
Second VP: Ben Machado
Treasurer: Carol Berg
Secretary: Helen Pfister
Directors: Bob Clark
Kay Klausing
Jim Wright
Past President: David Brown

Meetings

San Diego Orchid Society meetings are held
the first Tuesday of each month at the Casa
Del Prado in Balboa Park.

Culture Class: 6:30 PM, Room 101

General Meeting: 7:30 PM, Room 101

Newsletter Entries

If you have monthly meetings, classifieds,
submissions of interest, photos, or announce-
ments related to orchids, please contact
Christopher Croom at (619) 583-3804 or
batescroom@gmail.com.

Advertisers
Please contact Carol Berg at
winklerca@yahoo.com.

Information for the April newsletter must be
submitted by March 15.

Gigantic Plant Opportunity

Table for the March 5 Meeting
By: Bruce Berg

Ken and Candy O’Key are moving to Bor-
rego Springs and have generously donated
their orchid collection to the Society.
They plan to spend winters in Borrego
Springs and summers back here in San
Diego. Like they say, it’s a desert out
there and their plants need to stay here
with their friends in the Society. You have
all probably seen them hosting our coffee
and donuts tables for the last six months
or so.

They have been building up a collection of
flowering plants that they enjoy. | counted
over 20 species plants, from Den. speci-
osum down to little Aerangis hyaloides.
Both of these plants are currently showing
spikes. Many of the species plants were
purchases from Andy’s Orchids. There are
also some great hybrids in their collection.
We are looking at a collection of over 70
plants. To my knowledge we have never
had an opportunity table this large before,
so bring your checkbooks and boxes to
take home some really nice plants from
this opportunity table.

Casa de las Orquideas

Southern California’s leading source for Cym-
bidium and Zygopetalum seedlings. Over
30,000 plants in stock from 3" pots to blooming
size. Our complete list of seedlings and flasks
is on the web at www.orquideas.com.

Open by appointment only!
170 S. Nardo Ave., Solana Beach, CA 92075.
Phone and Fax: (858) 755-7572
Email: casa@orquideas.com
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Orchid Dates to Remember

March 201i

March 2

SDCOS Species Group Meeting
First Saturday of the month

Paul or Ann Tuskes (858) 274-5829

March 5, 6:30 PM

SDCOS Culture Meeting

First Tuesday of the month

Casa Del Prado, Balboa Park, Room 101

March 5, 7:30 PM

SDCOS General Meeting

First Tuesday of the month

Casa Del Prado, Balboa Park, Room 101

March 6

First Wednesday of the month
Palomar Orchid Society Meeting
Culture class at 6:30; program at 7:00
First Wednesday of the month

The Carlsbad Woman’s Club

3320 Monroe Street, Carlsbad

March 7, 7:00 PM

SDCOS Board Meeting

Normally, the Thursday following the General
Meeting, Balboa Park, Rm. 104

March 15

San Diego Zoo's Orchid Odyssey

Third Friday of the month

10 AM-2 PM (orchid greenhouse is open)
Janette Gerrity (619) 231-1515 ext. 4306

March 20

Cymbidium Society Meeting

Regular meeting, third Wednesday of month
Culture class at 6:30, Meeting at 7:00 PM
San Diego Cty. Botanic Gardens- Ecke Bldg.
230 Quail Gardens Dr., Encinitas, CA 92024
orchldy2@mac.com or (760) 732-0055

San Diego County Orchid Society’s

Orchids by the Sea
SHOW & SALE

In memory of Loren Batchman

SHOW DATES:
March 22, Friday
3PM-7PM

March 23, Saturday
9AM-6PM
March 24, Sunday
10 AM -4PM

SCOTIISH RITE CENTER
1895 Camino del Rio South
San Diego, CA 92108

Admission $7 i Information:
‘Weekend Pass $10 4

Children under 12 FREE i Ll www.sdorchids.com
Parking FREE Contact: (760) 529-2947

18TH ANNUAL CENTRAL CBAST

ORCHID

»/"a SHOW and SALE

SPONSORED BY FIVE CITIES ORCHID SOCIETY

April 6& 7
2013

SOUTH COUNTY
REGIONAL CENTER
BOO'W. BRANCH ST.
ARROYO GRANDE, CA

MUP 0N WEBSITE

SATURDAY 9-5
SUNDAY 10-5

ADMISSION: $5
CHILDREN 12 OR UNDER FREE

P R iic Binged Orchid N E ; e/"

'ORCHID SHOW
PREVIEW BENEFIT

N\ for the
GUADALUPE-NIPOMO DUNES CENTER
FRIDAY, APRIL 5
630 PM.- S30PM
KETS: $40

ORDER ONLINE AT DUNESCENTER. ORG
(CALL 805.801.6850« 805.9295749

-
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WORLD-FAMOUS

San Diego Zoo

SENIOR PASS (over 60 years of age):
Yearly rate $59 single and $79 dual
Renewal rates: $42 single and $64 dual

DUAL MEMBERSHIP (under 59 years of age):
Yearly rate $114.
Renewal Rate - $99.

~ For two adults in the same household.

~ Avyear of FREE UNLIMITED ADMISSION to both the San
Diego Zoo and Wild Animal Park.

~ 6 discount guest coupons good toward admission.

~ A One Year Subsc.ription to ZOONOOZ.

~ Free Zoo Skyfari

~ 4 two-for-one coupons for Zoo Bus Tour.

SINGLE MEMBERSHIP
Yearly rate $94.
Renewal rate $82.

For One Adult.
All of the benefits described above under dual membership.

Prices & benefits subject to change.
For more information, call 619.231.0251
Or call toll free 877.3 MEMBER
Visit our website: www.sandiegozoo.org

Your membership supports our plant and animal collections and
includes a monthly visit to our Orchid Odyssey on the third Friday of
each month from 10am until 2pm.

SANTA BARBARA ORCHID ESTATE

Every day a different orchid—check out
"Orchid-Of-The-Day" at www.sborchid.com

Specializing in outdoor-growing
orchids for coastal California, incl. Laelia anceps
and hybrids, Cymbidium species and hybrids, and
species.
Open daily: Mon-Sat, 8 to 4:30, Sun 11-4
1250 Orchid Drive, Santa Barbara, CA 93111
(800) 553-3387 sboe@sborchid.com

Enjoy the CALIFORNIA
GARDENS magazine with your
membership in San Diego
Floral Association.
$35

(619)232-5762
www .sdfloral.org

Orchid Hotlines

The SDCOS offers this service to members who
seek cultural information about their orchids.
Here are some friendly hobbyists with a great
deal of experience about certain types of or-
chids, and they have kindly volunteered to an-
swer your questions.

Cattleyas, Oncidium/Odonts, Vandaceous
Greenhouse grown, West SD County
Helmut Rohrl (858) 452-0976

Species, all types
Indoor and outdoor
Ann & Paul Tuskes (858) 274-5829

Paphiopedilums
Ann Tuskes (858) 274-5829

Vandas, Ascocendas
Edith and Leno Galvan (619) 441-7503

Encyclias, Epidendrums, Laelias
Christopher Croom (619) 583-3804

Pleurothallids
Christopher Croom (619) 583-3804

Cymbidiums
Karl Batchman— casa@orquideas.com

Northeast County, all types
Dave Reid (760) 728-7996

San Diego Central

Outdoor, all types

Jim Wright (619) 276-5295

Fred Tomaschke (619) 276-3235

San Diego East County, all types
Bud Close (619) 444-8839

South County, all types
Genie Hammond (619) 426-6831
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Newport Harbor Orchid Show
By: Helen Pfister

We were invited by the Newport Harbor Or-
chid Society to participate in their annual
show “Show Us Your Bloomers" held at the
Westminster Mall in Orange County on Febru-
ary 8th-10th. On Thursday morning, bright
and early, a group of us trekked up to the
Westminster Mall in order to set up a display
for our society (see photo to right). We were
one of nine societies or individuals that put
up displays at the show.

The San Diego Orchid Society would like to
thank the people that lent their orchids to us
for our display: Charlie Fouquette, Debby
Halliday, Renate Schmidt, Helen Pfister,
Bruce Berg and Dave Hoffmaster.

We were competing against a number of or-

chid societies from the Orange County and
Los Angeles area, including Newport Harbor
Orchid Society, Long Beach Amateur Orchid
Society, South Coast Orchid Society and Or-
ange County Orchid Society to name just a
few. They were all good displays exhibiting
some outstanding orchids with some creative
flair and we came away with a 3rd place tro-
phy for our efforts. Debby Halliday won best
of Section for her BLC Magic Meadow.

CALAVO GARDENS

Orchid Supplies

Specializing in the needs of the orchid grower

#3 & #4 PERLITE
The Large Grades
Preferred by discriminating orchid growers

4044 Calavo Drive, La Mesa
619-948-5942 bmach16814@aol.com

Helen Pfister, Irma Adams, Dave Hoffmaster, Carey
McCoy and Jack Schaefer.

~ANDY’S ORCHIDS~
“The Species Specialist”

Beautifully mounted epiphytes and potted terrestri-
als. Many rare and exotic orchids. Blooming size,
established species are what we do best!

Our MAIL ORDER CATALOG features many new and
unusual species from around the world with descriptions
and cultural requirements, plus Andy’s orchid growing
tips. For your copy, call write, fax or email us and we will
send our latest issue.

Your satisfaction is Guaranteed. We take pride
in our reputation for selling a well-established
plant and will replace it if you are not satisfied
upon receipt.

We are open by Appointment Only,
so call in advance and make yours!

Andy Phillips

734 Oceanview Ave., Encinitas, CA 92024
Phone 888-514-2639 Fax 888-632-8991
speciesnut@AndysOrchids.com
www.AndysOrchids.com
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General meeting continued from page 1....

from one of his father’s plants and flasks
given to Arnold by the Stanley Taba Orchid
Nursery. Stanley generously gave Arnold two
sterile flasks with orchid medium. Soon the
back yard was filled with over three thou-
sand orchids, the house had flasks lining
every window, and weekends were spent
with orchid growers around the island, learn-
ing, observing, and, of course, collecting
more plants. Orchids turned into a lifelong
hobby, having survived four college degrees
and moves from Hawaii to California to Colo-
rado and back to California. Wherever he
went, Arnold has joined local orchid societies
and, on occasion, spoken on various orchid
topics.

As always Arnold’s presentations are inter-
esting and entertaining. Be attentive—he just
may quiz you.

Culture meeting continued from page 1....

our show by bringing in your orchids for rib-
bon judging. Plus, the more plants we have
on display, the better the show!

Pam Peters joined SDCOS in 1994. She has
served on the Board and was Co-Chair of our
Spring Show. We know Pam for her faithful-
ness in participating with any and all society
events. We all know that she is always there
to lend a hand, especially with the Ribbon
Judging program. In 2009 she was awarded a
Life Membership. She enjoys growing species
and Cattleya hybrids.

The Nico Goossens presentation last month
was a sight for all of us to behold. First, he
covered the basics of orchid grooming. Then
seemingly from a scattering of orchids,
greenery, and miscellaneous props he put
together a beautiful exhibit right before our
very eyes! Did you notice several members
taking pictures of the result? It was great!
Thanks Nico, that was a wonderful presenta-
tion in advance of our upcoming show.

Judging at the San Diego

Judging Center
Casa Del Prado, Balboa Park, February 2013
Text and photos by Phyllis S. Prestia Ed.D.

There were 8 orchids presented for judging.
5 were awarded, including one FCC!

Phal. Mei Dar
Blackberry

| | 'Harlequin' HCC/
AOS.

Exhibited by
Helmut Rohrl.

Awarded HCC/
AQOS 78 points.

Phal. Brother
Lancer 'Peloric’
JC/AOS.

Exhibited by
Helmut Rohrl.

Awarded JC/
AOS.

Lycaste Abou
First Spring
FCC/AOS.

Exhibited by
Helen Pfister.

Awarded FCC/
AOS 93 points.
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Zgm. Dynamite Peru HCC/AOS.
Exhibited by Fred Clarke.
Awarded HCC/AQS 78 points.

Concerning Plants for

Judging Sessions
By: Helmut Rohrl

The Pacific South Judging Center conducts
each month three judging sessions in the Los
Angeles and San Diego area. They are:

San Diego
Balboa Park, Casa del Prado, room 104
1st Tuesday of the month at 6 pm

San Marino
Huntington Botanical Gardens
2nd Saturday of the month at 10 am

Long Beach
Whaley Park
4th Saturday of the month at 7 pm

Visitors—with or without plants—are welcome
anytime. If a member of the SDCOS wishes to
have flowering plants judged at one of these
sessions but is unable to take the plants to
the judging facility, please contact one of
the following AOS judges:

Rohrl, Helmut 858-452-0976

Tuskes, Ann and Paul 858-274-5829

Spring Show Details

By: Dave Hoffmaster

Our annual spring show and sale at the Scot-
tish Rite Center is coming up fast. For those
of us that have worked on the show these
last six months, it hardly seems possible that
it will all be over in just a few short weeks.
We do hope that you attend the show and
support the Society.

We can still use a few more volunteers to
work everything from security to ticket sales
so please check the sign-up sheets at the
next meeting. It not only helps the society
but it provides you the opportunity to spend
some time with other society members and
get to know them a little better. Remember
that those who work a 4-hour shift will be
rewarded with a free lunch either Saturday
or Sunday provided by Ranch Catering.

The show is coming together quite nicely and
we look forward to all the exhibits and plants
on display. We have plenty of space to dis-
play individual plants so please bring in your
blooming plants and fill up the display ta-
bles. All flowers are worth noting and the
more we have to display, the better.

If you wish to put in a floor or table top dis-
play, please notify Dave Hoffmaster
(davehoff5@yahoo.com or 760-529-2947) by
March 6™ so we can register your display. We
hope to accommodate everyone that wants
to put in a display but space is limited and
we need to have an accurate list of all dis-
plays before opening of the show.

Please see the next two pages for many more
details on the Spring Show....
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AOS Auction and Banquet

The AOS invites you to join us on Friday,
March 22, 2013, for the AOS auction and ban-
quet to be held at the Sheraton Mission Val-
ley Hotel, 1433 Camino Del Rio South, right
down the street from the Scottish Rite Tem-
ple. The auction preview begins at 5:00 and
the auction at 5:30 with the banquet to fol-
low at 7:30pm. The auction provides a great
opportunity to buy fabulous plants and other
orchid-related items as well as have fun and
lots of laugh with Alan Koch of Gold Country
Orchids as the auctioneer. We would love to
see all of you there for a wonderful evening
of camaraderie, great opportunities, and lots
of fun. The banquet cost is $50 and the menu
choices include chicken or beef. Please con-
tact the AOS at 305.740.2010 to make a res-
ervation. Deadline for banquet reservations
is March 8.

| would also like to invite you to join us for
the AOS Members' Meeting and Town Hall dis-
cussion to be held at the Scottish Rite Tem-
ple on Saturday, March 23. The Members'
Meeting begins at 9:00 and is followed by the
Town Hall meeting at 10:30. This is your op-
portunity to meet the board members and
officers of the AOS, find out what exciting
things are happening with the AOS. You will
also have an opportunity to ask any questions
you might have.

We look forward to meeting many of you
over this week of activities and thank you so
much for your support of the AOS and allow-
ing us meet in conjunction with your wonder-
ful orchid show.

Sandra Svoboda,
AOS President

San Diego County Orchid Society’s

Orchids by the Sea
SHOW & SALE

In memory of Loren Batchman

SHOW DATES:
March 22, Friday
3PM-7PM

March 23, Saturday
9AM- 6 PM

March 24, Sunday
10 AM - 4PM

SCOTTISH RITE CENTER '
1895 Camino del Rio South &ﬁ
San Diego, CA 92108 NG

/

y

L ¢ 4 1 i/

Admission $7
‘Weekend Pass $10
Children under 12 FREE
Parking FREE '

Information:

www.sdorchids.com
Contact: (760) 529-2947

The AOS is coming

We are privileged and honored that the AOS
has chosen San Diego as the location for their
annual Member’s Meeting. Their meeting will
be held at the Scottish Rite Center in con-
junction with our spring show, March 22 and
23. Their meeting will bring in a number of
high ranking AOS members from around the
country to our show. It is an opportunity for
us to meet with these people as they will
participate in some of our activities such as
ribbon judging on Friday Morning.

Most of their meetings are intended for AOS
members and will focus on issues relative to
the AOS. There are, however, two events
that are open to members of our society.
These are the Town Hall Meeting starting at
10:30 Saturday morning at the Scottish Rite
Center and the AOS auction and banquet Fri-
day evening at the Sheraton Hotel—see pre-
vious article.

Please note that the auction and banquet re-
quire advance registration.
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Changes for the Spring Show

The following changes were approved by the
Show Committee for the 2013 Spring Show.

1. Only registered plants will be eligible for
judging and awards.

2. Orchid Societies will be entered in the
Open Category. Individual members can en-
ter their plants in the Amateur categories,
but any vendor plants will be entered in the
Open Category.

3. The San Diego Zoo will be entered in the
Open Category.

4. Each Society and Vendor Display/Exhibit
must have a minimum of 10 flowering or-
chids.

Volunteers needed
for the Spring Show!

Thanks to all of you who have already vol-
unteered to help out at the Spring Show.
We’re getting close to filling all the
shifts. A list of the shifts and numbers of
volunteers still needed is included to the
right.

Please either email b2berg@yahoo.com,
or sign up at the General Meeting on
March 5. Remember, to have lunch with
us and to receive your gift mug and li-
cense cover, you must sign up and work
your shift! If you do not sign up to work
ahead of time, we can only use you if we
have a vacancy.

If you have already signed up to work on
Friday or Sunday, can you help out on
Saturday? This is the day when we still
need the most volunteers.

5. Please sign up with Dave Hoffmaster in ad-
vance if you are putting in a Small Tabletop Dis-

play.

6. Junior Entries: Exhibitors must be under 18
years of age. Exhibitor may use any orchid even
if he/she has not grown it. An index card with
culture information on how the plant is grown
needs to be included with the registration tag.

7. The Show Schedule (Sections for Plant Regis-
tration) can be found at www.sdorchids.com/

Shows.html
Security Thursday 5PM-10PM
Security Thursday 1PM-5PM
Security Friday 9AM-1PM
Security Friday 1PM-6:30
TicketSales Friday 3:30-6:30PM
Conservation Saturday 8:45AM-1PM
Conservation Saturday 1PM-6:30PM
Security Saturday 8:45AM-1PM
Security Saturday 1PM-6:30PM
Ticket Sales Saturday 1PM-6:30PM
Merchandise Saturday 9AM-1PM
Merchandise Saturday 1PM-6:30PM
Conservation Sunday 9AM-1PM
Security Sunday 9AM-1PM
Security Sunday 1PM-4:30PM
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How to Water
By Christopher Croom

Knowing how to water your orchids properly
is something many orchid growers, especially
beginners, take for granted. After all, how
hard could it possibly be? You either open
the valve on your hose or pump up the pres-
sure sprayer, depress the handle, and give
your orchids a squirt, right? Right? Echo!
Crickets?

While giving your orchids a careless squirt
might seem to be all that watering entails, if
you’d like to keep all the orchids in your col-
lection alive for as long as possible you’ll
have to learn about mindful watering. This is
not the kind of watering you learn after visit-
ing an ashram, taking a vow of silence and
poverty, and eating only unseasoned rice for
six months. This is the kind of watering you
learn if you have the opportunity to work in
an orchid greenhouse with a world-renowned
orchid grower, or, barring that chance, by
paying close attention.

When | worked for Andy, | immediately no-
ticed two things about watering: 1) when we
sold orchids, we never recommended that
customers mist their orchids, and 2) Andy
almost always insisted on running the sprin-
klers and following up with the hose, by
hand.

Why no mist? Because misting usually makes
you feel extremely good, but after you go
away and 20 minutes have passed and the
mist has evaporated, the orchid is right back
in its semi-miserable, sub-optimal growing
environment. Misting reminds me of a plastic
dashboard | used to have when | was two,
replete with steering wheel and shifter.
When mom would drive, | would ride in the
car with my toy dashboard in front of me and
pretend that | was driving, too. Was | really
doing anything but playing pretend? Nope. Is
misting playing pretend with your orchids?
Certainly.

Misting also doesn’t work that well because
if you mist with water that is high in dis-
solved salts and other solids (like our tap wa-
ter), when the water evaporates leaving the
solids behind, they crystallize on orchid roots
and leaves and cause chemical burns, ugly
leaves, and dead root tips. And once again, if
the mist is being used to compensate for a
poor growing environment, it does absolutely
nothing once it evaporates. In short, every-
thing you think you’re doing with a mister
you can actually accomplish by using humid-
ity trays, a greenhouse, growing your orchids
in close proximity to one another, or deploy-
ing a swamp cooler or humidifier in your
growing environment.

As for sprinkler systems, these are fraught
with problems. If you have a mister system
that atomizes tiny water droplets throughout
the air, you’ll have to leave it on until next
week to thoroughly soak every plant in your
collection. If your sprinkler heads make lar-
ger droplets, this will decrease the amount
of time you’ll need to leave them on, but
bear in mind there will always be dry areas
that the sprinkler system chronically misses.
If you want to find out the places that your
sprinkler system doesn’t reach, use it exclu-
sively until you have a few clumps of dead
plants. Those are the dry spots! In this way
sprinkler systems can trick us into thinking
we’ve watered all our plants when we’ve
only watered the plants the system hits.

Yes, you can get one drip irrigation nozzle
and direct it into the pot of every orchid in
your collection, but the amount of time and
money required to do this will be on the
staggering side, and you’ll still likely have
dry spots within each pot. So, the only real
reason why commercial growers use irriga-
tion systems is to save them a little time. If
your collection is small enough to get away
with it, water by hand. Your plants will be
just fine, and your wallet will be fatter.
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Someone told me something horrid last
weekend that | need to address here, be-
cause I’ve heard it more than once now, and
this is quite possibly the worst orchid water-
ing advice, if not the worst orchid advice in
general. Here’s what she said: “l bought an
orchid a few weeks ago and | want to know if
I’m watering it enough. It was sold in the
store as an ‘ice cube plant’ and the direc-
tions said to leave one ice cube in the pot
every week to water it.”

Ouch. My friend was well on her way to an
orchid funeral. Why? Because one ice cube
can’t possibly water an entire Phalaenopsis
pot, especially when only administered to
the plant once a week. Also, because Pha-
laenopsis (and most other orchids you buy at
big-box stores) are hybridized from tropical,
sometimes equatorial species and have no
genes whatsoever to help them deal with 32-
degree water! These are plants that die
when they get too cold!

Ten years ago on Martha Stewart’s show |
watched in horror as the orchid guy from the
New York Botanical Garden dispensed the
same advice about caring for Phalaenopsis,
and since he was an “expert” (doubtless be-
holden to perpetuating the mythology that
orchids are hard to grow), people believed
the tripe he was mongering. A decade later
we now have Phalaenopsis being marketed as
“ice cube plants” in stores that sell Pha-
laenopsis almost exclusively to the kinds of
people who throw the whole plant away
when the flowers fade or inadvertently start
killing it the minute they bring it home.

So, how does one water one’s orchids? Here
are a few tips to help make sure each plant
is properly saturated enough to get their
drink on:

1. Water thoroughly. If your orchid is pot-
ted, imagine you are filling that entire,

empty pot with water (at least).

. Water every plant from as many different

directions as possible.

. Remember that the roots are doing most

of the drinking, so water the roots in-
stead of the leaves.

. Water each plant once to let the water

absorb, and then hit it again with the wa-
ter a minute or two later to completely
soak it.

. Remember that when dry, white sphag-

num moss takes more water to saturate it
than green sphagnum moss. Water ac-
cording to the absorptive characteristics
of your media.

. Mounted plants usually cannot be over-

watered unless it’s very cold and humid
out, and often not even then.

From the Membership Desk

Please welcome our newest members: Will
Garcia, Sylest Brown, and Christina Matchett.

If you haven’t already selected the method to
receive your monthly newsletter, please read
Helen Pfister’s article, “THIS IS IT!” If you
have any suggestions or questions of the Soci-
ety please discuss them with one of your Board
members.

Quarterly Tours

Our first of the quarterly tours was a huge
success. We had 30 very enthusiastic orchid
nuts touring Andy's Orchids. We were taken
around in groups of 7-8 to view the incredi-
ble collection of orchids, picking up must
have plants as we went. Plus, Andy pro-
vided water, coffee and donuts.

Our next tour will be in late April, with
more information to follow in your newslet-
ter. Hope you can join us!
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Board Meeting Minutes
February 7, 2013

Attendees: Bruce Berg, Carol Berg, David
Brown, Ben Machado, Helen Pfister, Bob
Clark, Kay Klausing, Jim Wright and visitor
Jack Schaefer

President:

Bruce Berg called the meeting to order at
7:00 PM.

Officer Reports:

Minutes from the January meeting were ap-
proved via email prior to this meeting and
were published in the February newsletter.

Carol Berg presented the treasurer’s report
for January. David Brown moved to file the
report for audit—the motion passed.

Committee Reports:

Bruce Berg co-chair of the Spring Show Or-
chids by the Sea, stressed how important it

is for volunteers to sign up prior to the show.

We need to know exactly how many volun-
teers we have in order to make sure we have
enough for security.

Jack Schaefer, our webmaster, reported all
pages were more heavily hit in January. The
newsletter count was higher than usual.

Bob Clark, our membership chair, reported
that we have 5 new members since the last
report.

Helen Pfister gave a report on the activities
of the Finance Committee.

Old Business:

Siv Garrod has resigned after many years as
our AOS Representative. “Debby Halliday
name was put forward by our President
Bruce Berg.” David Brown moved to accept
Debby Halliday nominations as our AOS Rep-
resentative—the motion passed.

Bruce Berg moved that the Nomination Com-
mittee be chaired by Betty Kelepecz—the
motion passed.

Jim Wright has purchased water for our visit
to Andy’s Orchids on February 12%". The next

tour is scheduled for April 27" at Peter To-
bias’s home.

David Brown has confirmed June 2 for a tour
of the Orchid House at the Zoo. He is still
working on the Botanical Bus Tour after the
visit to the Orchid House. More to follow.

New Business:
Speakers for March will be as follows:

Culture Class—Pam Peters, Ribbon Judging at
SDCOS Shows.

General Meeting—Arnold Gum, Wild Orchids
of France

Opportunity Table—Ken & Candy O’Key

The date for the Next Board Meeting is March
7, 2013.

The meeting was adjourned at 8:03 PM.
Respectfully submitted,

Helen R. Pfister,
Secretary
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Update from your President
By: Bruce Berg

Thanks to Carrie McCoy, Helen Pfister, Jack
Schaefer, Irma Adams, and Dave Hoffmaster
for putting up a display for our society at the
Newport Harbor Show at Westminster Mall.
While we did not take first place as you can
see from the article elsewhere in the news-
letter we did have a very nice display.

After many years as our AOS representative,
Siv Garrod has stepped down. Debbie Halli-
day was approved by the board as her suc-
cessor. Betty Kelepecz was approved by the
board to head up our selection committee to
bring a slate of officers to the June business
meeting.

March 5 is the last general meeting before
our Spring Show. Thanks to those of you who
have volunteered to help out. There are still
many spots that need to be filled, especially
on Saturday. We can’t have a show without
the support of our membership.

This is the time to start grooming those
plants for the show. Pam Peters will be giv-
ing a talk at our next meeting to help explain
the differences in judging criteria between
our shows in the park and our Spring Show.

Thanks to Jim Wright for organizing the visit
to Andy’s this past month. He is organizing
visits to other local growers. Keep watching
the newsletter for future visits.

The Finance Committee which consists of
Scott Opis, David Brown, Helen Pfister, Carol
Berg, and Tom Kettelaar (as advisor only) has
set up an investment account with Fidelity
and is looking for ways to invest and manage
our Society monies. They have already in-
vested the Garner funds in a 6-month CD at
SDCCU.

THIS IS IT!
By Helen R. Pfister

As the title of this article states, this is it.
Your final printed copy of the San Diego
County Orchid Society Newsletter. That is
unless, you have elected to receive a printed
copy and have paid or will pay the additional
fee of S5 per year or elected to pick up your
printed copy at the meetings at no additional
charge. If you have made no election then
the newsletter will be awaiting you at the
monthly meeting.

Otherwise, join the rest of us and receive
notification via email from Bob Clark, our
membership chair, that the newsletter is on
our website and ready for viewing. Of
course, there is also the possibility that you
just want to check our website on the 1°* of
each month for the newsletter.

To receive your newsletter via the email no-
tice:

1. Go to our website sdorchids.com, on the
Home Page you will see CONTACTS listed on
the left side of the page.

2. Click on this and it will bring up the Board
Of Directors list.

3. Go down to the tan Membership bar near
the bottom of the page and click on it. This
will bring up Bob Clark’s name and telephone
number.

4. If you click on Bob’s name you can then
email Bob requesting that your email address
be added to the notification list.

5. You can also manually email your request
to membership@sdorchids.com. Your email
address will go in the next roster, unless you
want it to remain confidential. Please state
this in your email request.
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Letter From the Editor

Dear SDCOS,

You are now holding in your hands the last paper SDCOS newsletter in existence. This might even be the
last piece of print media ever printed. Once you recycle this, there will be no tangible evidence re-
maining that the civilization you live in was ever literate. All we’ll have is trillions of intangible blogs
that blur the line between fact and belief and poorly spelled text messages, both of which are useless
to the archaeologists of the future. After they find out there was no evidence we could read and we
destroyed our own environment because of avarice and greed, we’ll be written off as an extremely
primitive species with a deep and abiding love of buildings. Yes, this last, little newsletter is the har-
binger of the Fall of Man.

No worries, though. We have a big show coming up this month March 22-24,
and the AOS has decided to crash right down the street from our event.
Maybe we’ll get lucky and all the people coming to the AOS events will also
attend our event. It will be interesting to see how flexible the orchid market
(619) 583-3804 is in San Diego. If we could only get all the people that buy orchids at Home
Depot, Trader Joe’s, and Target that weekend to drop by our show and learn
batescroom@gmail.com how to care for them, a bunch of orchids would live and we’d probably end
up with a few new members.

Contact Information:

Christopher Croom

Don’t forget to heartily thank the Show Committee for pulling off this year’s magnum opus, and don’t
forget to sign up and volunteer. If we can leave evidence of altruism behind through volunteering
maybe the archaeologists of the future will be kinder to us.
Happy Growing,
Christopher



