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Volume 177 To promote interest in orchids and their cultivation, 

to educate by exchanging information and experienc-

es related to successful orchid culture, and to sup-

port the conservation of orchids in the wild. 

The culture class for November will 
be presented by Debby Halliday. It’s 
all about pests and how keep your 
orchids clean and healthy.  
 
Debby is the 2nd VP of the SDCOS and 
has been growing orchids on and off 
for over 40 years. She has kept her 
plants everywhere from a lean-to 
greenhouse in Brooklyn to a back 

GENERAL MEETING—November 5, 7:30 PM 

Ethnobotany of Orchids  

By Scott Labouff, 1st Vice President 

scientific and law firms concerning 
orchids. Besides his orchid research, 
Dr. Arditti also worked with Taro, to 
develop seed germination and tissue 
culture methods. His publications 
include numerous books and articles 
on orchids and orchid biology, in-
cluding authoring Fundamentals of 
Orchid Biology (1992) and being the 
founding editor of Orchid Biology, 
Reviews and Perspectives which was 
initiated in 1977 and ceased publica-
tion in 2009 after the tenth vol-
ume. Additionally, he coauthored 

Dr. Joseph Arditti will present a talk 
on the “Ethnobotany of Orchids.” 
Orchids have been and are being 
used by various cultures as herb-
al medicines, as tools for magic and 
many other purposes. This lecture 
discusses examples of these uses. 
 
Dr. Arditti is Professor Emeritus, De-
velopmental & Cell Biology, at UC 
Irvine, CA, having retired in 2001. He 
obtained his Ph.D. from USC in 1965 
and was Professor of Biology at UCI 
1966-2001. Throughout his career, 
Dr. Arditti has worked on orchid de-
velopment and physiology. Dr. Ardit-
ti also consulted for horticultural, 

By Debby Halliday, 2nd Vice President 

CULTURE MEETING—November 5, 6:30 PM 
The Never-Ending Contest: Pests and Your Orchids 

porch in a Caribbean cloud forest.  
Together with her late husband, 
Don, they studied orchids in the wild 
and acquired and gave away a num-
ber of collections over the years. 
 
Debby grows her latest collection in 
an intermediate greenhouse in Ran-

Continued on page 13…. 

Continued on page 13…. 
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Newsletter Entries 
If you have monthly meetings, classifieds, 
submissions of interest, photos, or announce-
ments related to orchids, please contact 
Christopher Croom at (619) 583-3804 or  
batescroom@gmail.com.  
 
 
Advertisers 
Please contact Carol Berg at  
winklerca@yahoo.com. 
 
Information for the December newsletter 
must be submitted by November 15.  

Meetings 

San Diego Orchid Society meetings are held 

the first Tuesday of each month at the Casa 

Del Prado in Balboa Park.  

 

Culture Class: 6:30 PM, Room 101 

General Meeting: 7:30 PM, Room 101  
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November 2013 

Pre-Holiday Orchid  
Auction and Sale  

Wednesday, November 20 
 

All Types of Orchids! 
Preview and Soup at 6:30 PM    

Auction at 7:00 PM 
 

Lake San Marcos -Lake Pavillion 
1105 La Bonita Drive 

San Marcos, CA 92078 
Admission and Parking are Free! 

Sponsored by the San Diego County  
Cymbidium Society 

 
Auction and Sale Chairperson: or-

chldy2@mac.com or 760-732-0055 
 

Meetings monthly (except July and August) on the 
3rd Wednesday at address above.  

Culture class 6:30 PMGeneral meeting 7:00 PM 



 

 

November 2 
SDCOS Species Group Meeting 
First Saturday of the month 
Paul or Ann Tuskes (858) 274-5829 
 

November 5, 6:30 PM 
SDCOS Culture Meeting  
First Tuesday of the month  
Casa Del Prado, Balboa Park, Room 101 
 

November 5, 7:30 PM 
SDCOS General Meeting  
First Tuesday of the month  
Casa Del Prado, Balboa Park, Room 101 
 

November 6 

First Wednesday of the month 
Palomar Orchid Society Meeting 
Culture class at 6:30; program at 7:00 
First Wednesday of the month 
Lake San Marcos Pavilion—NEW LOCATION 
331105 La Bonita Dr., San Marcos, CA 92078 
 

November 7, 7:00 PM 
SDCOS Board Meeting 
Normally the Thursday following the General 
Meeting, Balboa Park, Rm. 104 
 

November 15 
San Diego Zoo's Orchid Odyssey 
Third Friday of the month 
10 AM-2 PM (orchid greenhouse is open) 
Janette Gerrity (619) 231-1515 ext. 4306 
 

November 20 
Cymbidium Society Meeting 
Regular meeting, third Wednesday of month  
Culture class at 6:30, Meeting at 7:00 PM 
San Diego Cty. Botanic Gardens—Ecke Bldg. 
230 Quail Gardens Dr., Encinitas, CA 92024 
orchldy2@mac.com or (760) 732-0055 
 

December 7-8, 9 AM-4 PM 
The Greater San Diego Orchid Growers Open 
House. Participating vendors include Andy’s Or-
chids, Sunset Valley Orchids, Casa De Orquideas, 
and Rudvalis Orchids. Each will be hosting open 
houses simultaneously  so come make a day—or 
even a weekend—of it. Get your Christmas shop-
ping done early!  

Orchid Dates to Remember 

November 2013 w w w . s d o r c h ids . c o m 

Page 3 



 

 

November 2013 S a n  D i e g o  C o un t y  Or ch i d  S o ci e t y  

Page 4 

Casa de las Orquideas 
Southern California’s leading source for Cym-

bidium and Zygopetalum seedlings. Over 
30,000 plants in stock from 3’” pots to blooming 
size. Our complete list of seedlings and flasks 

is on the web at www.orquideas.com. 
 

Open by appointment only! 
170 S. Nardo Ave., Solana Beach, CA 92075. 

Phone and Fax: (858) 755-7572 
Email: casa@orquideas.com 

Judging at the San Diego  
Judging Center  
 

Casa Del Prado, Balboa Park, October 1, 2013.   
 
Text and photos by Helge Weissig 
 
There was one orchids presented for judging, 
which was awarded AM/AOS: 

C. Landate (C. aclandiae x C. guttata). Exhibited by 
Renate Schmidt. Awarded AM/AOS with 81 points. 

Concerning Plants for  
Judging Sessions 
By: Helmut Rohrl 
 
The Pacific South Judging Center conducts 
each month three judging sessions in the Los 
Angeles and San Diego area. They are: 
 
San Diego 
Balboa Park, Casa del Prado, room 104 
1st Tuesday of the month at 6 pm 
 
San Marino 
Huntington Botanical Gardens 
2nd Saturday of the month at 10 am 
 
Long Beach 
Whaley Park 
4th Saturday of the month at 7 pm 
 
Visitors—with or without plants—are welcome 
anytime. If a member of the SDCOS wishes to 
have flowering plants judged at one of these 
sessions but is unable to take the plants to 
the judging facility, please contact one of 
the following AOS judges: 
 
Rohrl, Helmut 858-452-0976 
 
Tuskes, Ann and Paul 858-274-5829 

    

ANDY’S ORCHIDSANDY’S ORCHIDSANDY’S ORCHIDSANDY’S ORCHIDS        
 

Species 

Beautifully mounted epiphytes and potted  
terrestrials.  Many rare and exotic orchids.  Bloom ing size 

established species are what we do best!  

 

Orchids 

Your Satisfaction is Guaranteed.  We take pride in our  
reputation for selling a well established plants and will  

replace it if you are not satisfied upon receipt. 
 

 We are open by appointment only, so call in advanc e  
and make yours.  Thursdays & Fridays are best for u s,  

& sometimes on Mondays. 

 

Orchids 
on a 

Stick™  

 
William A. “Andy” Phillips 

734 Oceanview Ave., Encinitas CA 92024 
Phone (888) 514-2639 - Fax (888) 632-8991 

e-mail: info@andysorchids.com 
www.andysorchids.com 

 

Species 

Specialist 

Visit us on Facebook We do Custom Installations 
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WORLD-FAMOUS 
San Diego Zoo 

 
SENIOR PASS (over 60 years of age):  
    Yearly rate $59 single and $79 dual 
    Renewal rates: $42 single and $64 dual 
 
DUAL MEMBERSHIP (under 59 years of age): 
    Yearly rate $114. 
    Renewal Rate - $99. 
 
   ~ For two adults in the same household. 
   ~ A year of FREE UNLIMITED ADMISSION to both the San 
 Diego Zoo and Wild Animal Park. 
   ~ 6 discount guest coupons good toward admission.  
   ~ A One Year Subsc.ription to ZOONOOZ. 
   ~ Free Zoo Skyfari 
   ~ 4 two-for-one coupons for Zoo Bus Tour. 
 
SINGLE MEMBERSHIP  
    Yearly rate $94. 
    Renewal rate $82. 
 
    For One Adult. 
    All of the benefits described above under dual membership. 
 

Prices & benefits subject to change. 
For more information, call 619.231.0251 

Or call toll free 877.3 MEMBER 
Visit our website: www.sandiegozoo.org 

 
Your membership supports our plant and animal collections and in-
cludes a monthly visit to our Orchid Odyssey on the third Friday of 

each month from 10am until 2pm. 

 Orchid Hotlines 
 
The SDCOS offers this service to members 
who seek cultural information about their 
orchids. Here are some friendly hobbyists 
with a great deal of experience about cer-
tain types of orchids, and they have kindly 
volunteered to answer your questions. 
 
Cattleyas, Oncidium/Odonts, Vandaceous 
Greenhouse grown, West SD County 
Helmut Rohrl (858) 452-0976 
 
Species, all types 
Indoor and outdoor 
Ann & Paul Tuskes (858) 274-5829 
 
Paphiopedilums 
Ann Tuskes (858) 274-5829 
 
Vandas, Ascocendas 
Edith and Leno Galvan (619) 441-7503 
 
Encyclias, Epidendrums, Laelias 
Christopher Croom (619) 583-3804 
 
Pleurothallids 
Christopher Croom (619) 583-3804 
 
Cymbidiums 
Karl Batchman casa@orquideas.com 
 
Northeast County, all types 
Dave Reid (760) 728-7996 
 
San Diego Central 
Outdoor, all types 
Jim Wright (619) 276-5295 
Fred Tomaschke (619) 276-3235 
 
San Diego East County, all types 
Bud Close (619) 444-8839 
 
South County, all types 
Genie Hammond (619) 426-6831 
 

 
2013 Holiday  

Dinner Sign-Up 
 

This year SDCOS will provide an oven-roast 
turkey, honey-baked ham, lasagna – meat 
and vegetarian, pasta manicotti, and Ital-
ian style meatballs as well as Caesar salad 

and assorted desserts.   
 

Members will be asked bring your favorite 
holiday appetizer or side-dish to share. 
Sign-up sheets will be available at the  

November meeting.   
 

Our holiday dinner will be held on  
Tuesday, December  3. 
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From "Failies" to  
Happy Phalaenopsis 
 
By: Elena Oleksishina, SDCOS Member 
 
Here is a picture worth a thousand words—a 
mottled-leaf Phalaenopsis exploding with 

growth and 
shining with 
health. I got 
this baby from 
Cal Pacific 
less than a 
year ago, una-
ble to resist 
its subtle yet 
seductive fra-
grance and 
humble beau-
ty. This one, I 

must say, really motivated me to make that 
leap from "I killed another Failie…" to "I can 
grow Phalaenopsis!" 
 
For 2-3 years, I could only dream about any 
Phalaenopsis doing well in my care. After all, 
they don't call them "Failies" for nothing. By 
the time I watched probably my thirtieth 
Phalaenopsis set off into oblivion, I was con-
vinced that even Cattleya dowiana is less fin-
icky than any of those Moth Orchids. There 
was either too much or too little of every-
thing, and I never seemed to get the condi-
tions right. However, before I tell you what I 
finally did right, let's revisit my mistakes. 
 
Store-bought Phals are usually packed in wet 
moss and stuffed into unsightly pots with no 
air access. Sometimes you can see them in 
glazed pots or double pots which isn't any 
better. At first, I was afraid to disturb or-
chids in bloom, so I would leave them in the-
se waterlogged chambers and in two weeks 
watch them die. Then I got the "A-ha!" mo-
ment and began repotting orchids in bark as 
soon as I got them, but I would leave the 
flower spike on ignorant of the fact that the-

se orchids were forced into blooming and 
were going to bloom to death. In addition, 
bark didn't work for orchids that had to stay 
indoors, due to the air-temperature-moisture 
balance. 
 
I had to go back and see if it was possible to 
combine excellent aeration with more or less 
constant moisturizing, and arrived at two op-
tions: mounts or baskets. Both have proven 
to be statistically better than potting, but 
not perfect. Baskets were too big for a win-
dowsill, and wood mounts hanging indoors 
became a nightmare when I needed to mist 
the orchids. I craved some rationality. Then, 
'Seed Engei' happened. 
 
'Seed Engei' specializes in Neofinetias. Often 
you'll see their orchids sitting in Fuuran pots 
with roots gently wrapped in moss. These 
plants look as happy and healthy as orchids 
can possibly be. I suddenly felt a light bulb 
go on: of course—moss and Fuuran pot! A un-
ion made in Japan! That's when I knew that 
my recently acquired Phal is going to move 
from its glazed killer-pot into the Fuuran 
pot's loving embrace. 
 

I stocked up on 
Fuuran pots, lots 
of New Zealand 
Sphagnum moss, 
and got down to 
business. A few 
"how-to" videos 
o n  p o t t i n g 
Neofinetias went 
a long way: be-
fore I knew it, 
my freshly re-
potted Phals 
were up and 
running—making 

more leaves and roots than I could ever hope 
for! It was also easy to tell when they need-
ed another good soaking as the moss would 
get really light when dry, so it was a fool-
proof tactic for me. Leery at first, I observed 
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SANTA BARBARA ORCHID ESTATE 

Every day a different orchid—check out  

"Orchid-Of-The-Day" at www.sborchid.com 
 

Specializing in outdoor-growing  

orchids for coastal California, incl. Laelia anceps 
and hybrids, Cymbidium species and hybrids, 

and species. 

 

Open daily: Mon-Sat, 8 to 4:30, Sun 11-4 

1250 Orchid Drive, Santa Barbara, CA 93111 

(800) 553-3387 sboe@sborchid.com 

 

my orchids for a few months until I got con-
vinced that Fuuran pots plus moss was the 
way to go. 
 
Here's what worked for me: 
• Cut the flower spike off—it's a small price 

to pay. 
 
• Remove all or most of old media from the 

roots, give them a good rinse and steri-
lize. 

 
• Pre-soak moss in a slightly fertilized and 

sterilized solution. 
 
• Wrap the roots around a lump of moss, 

then add more moss around and in-
between the roots. 

 
• Gently squeeze the root-moss mass into 

the pot. 
 
• Ta-daa! 
 
Now, go save some Phals! 

From the Membership Desk 

 
Please welcome our newest members: 

Amy Periales, Mario Mota and Frank Knies  
 

The 2013-14 Society Roster and By-Laws 
booklet is in the mail and you should receive 
yours soon. I want to thank Genie Hammond 
and Candy Kalman for reviewing the booklet 
and Candy Kalman for help to prepare the 

booklets for mailing. As always when there is 
a change or correction please contact me at 

a meeting or email me at  
membership@sdorchids.com.   

Join us on an Orchid Tour to 
Rex Foster Orchids 

 
Saturday, December 7, 10 AM 

2645 Massachusetts Ave. 
Lemon Grove 

 
John Walters and Bill Baker of Rex Foster Or-

chids will be offering you a 20% discount! 
 

Nursery Phone: 619.466.0605 
Bill Baker Phone: 619.316.4331 

 
Any other questions? Call Jim Wright at 

619.208.7272 or 619.276.5295 
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 SDCOS Conservation  
Grant Awardees 2013 
 
The SDCOS Conservation Committee met on 
October 12th to evaluate applications from a 
number of people and organizations. After 
careful consideration, the Committee recom-
mended the following three grants for fund-
ing. All three of these recommendations 
were approved by the SDCOS board. 
 
A vote of the membership is required for all 
society expenditures in excess of $750, and a 
motion to approve these three awards will be 
made at the monthly General Meeting on No-
vember 5th. If you have any questions about 
these applications or the review or approval 
process, please contact Ron Kaufmann 
(kaufmann@sandiego.edu) by November 3. 
 
A Study of Native Species of Vanilla Plumier 
ex Miller (Vanilloideae: Orchidaceae) as an 
Education and Conservation Strategy in the 
Colombian Amazon. Submitted by Rafael 
Arévalo and Andrés Barona, Department of 
Biology, University of Wisconsin, Madison and 
Reserva Otraparte, Leticia-Tarapacá, Amazo-
nas, Colombia.   
 
The genus Vanilla contains ~110 species, 
about half of which are found in the Amazon 
Basin and 35 of which are thought to produce 
aromatic fruits that could be commercially 
valuable. Many of these species have poten-
tial for commercial cultivation as non-timber 
forest products, alternatives to deforesta-
tion, but little is known about their biology 
and methods of cultivation. In addition, sev-
eral new species have been discovered in re-
cent years, but these species have not yet 
been studied to evaluate their biological 
characteristics and conservation status. This 
project will involve the identification, char-
acterization and monitoring of populations of 
multiple Vanilla species in a section of the 
Colombian Amazon and the training of local 
people in the study and cultivation of these 

plants. Total amount recommended = $2,675 
 
Pollination Ecology and Floral Scents of Pe-
ruvian Telipogon. Submitted by Carlos Mar-
tel, Institute of Experimental Ecology, Ulm 
University, Germany.   
 
Pollination is critical to the continued suc-
cess of plant species, and an understanding 
of pollination ecology can be invaluable 
when attempting to conserve orchid species.  
Orchids, in particular, are known to practice 
sexual deception: mimicking of an insect by 
an orchid flower to induce pollination. This 
strategy has been confirmed in some orchid 
species and suggested in others, based on 
flower appearance. Species in the genus 
Telipogon have long been presumed to prac-
tice sexual mimicry, based on visual appear-
ance, but conclusive evidence has not been 
available. At least one Telipogon species (T. 
peruvianus) is known to attract male flies 
from the family Tachinidae, but the mecha-
nism used to attract these flies is unknown.  
The goal of this project is to study pollina-
tion of Peruvian Telipogon species by 
tachinid flies, identify and characterize flo-
ral scents (if any are produced), and gather 
fundamental information about the pollina-
tion ecology and conservation status of these 
orchid species. Total amount recommended 
= $2,500 
 
Community Based Approaches for Sustaina-
ble Conservation of Threatened Orchids of 
Godavari-Phulchowki Mountain Forest, Ne-
pal. Submitted by Dhirendra Kumar Pradhan, 
Ministry of Forest and Soil Conservation, 
Chitwan, Nepal.   
 
The Godavari-Phulchowki mountain forest in 
Nepal is one of the last remaining forested 
areas near the capital city of Kathmandu.  
Although the government officially has 
banned the collection and sale of orchids, 
these regulations are not enforced, and or-
chids often are collected from this forest for 



 

 

 

CALAVO GARDENS 

Orchid Supplies 
Specializing in the needs of the orchid grower  

 

New Zealand Moss 

several convenient package sizes available 
 

4044 Calavo Drive, La Mesa 
619-948-5942 bmach16814@aol.com 
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Enjoy the CALIFORNIA  

GARDENS magazine with your 

membership in San Diego  

Floral Association.  

$35  
 

(619)232-5762  

www.sdfloral.org 
 

personal enjoyment and sale. In addition, 
villagers and forest managers in this area of-
ten have the mistaken perception that or-
chids are parasites and harm the growth of 
valuable timber-producing trees. This belief 
frequently leads to the removal and destruc-
tion of orchids during forest management op-
erations. To address these problems, this 
project is designed to educate villagers, visi-
tors and forest managers about the role of 
orchids in the forest; identify and conserve 
orchids and their host trees; and encourage 
community forestry management groups to 
develop management plans that support con-
servation of local orchid populations. Total 
amount recommended = $2,450 

Spring Show Committee 

The spring show committee has come up with 

the following proposed budget for our next 

spring show that will be held at the Scottish 

Rite Center, March 21-23, 2014. This is a pro-

posed budget as the San Diego County Orchid 

Society Board and the membership need to 

approve it before it can be adopted. The 

proposed budget is: 

Advertising and Marketing  $  5000 
Awards and Judging   $  3000 
Facilities    $17000 
Food     $  3200 
Merchandise    $    500 
Seed Money    $  3000 
Supplies, Copies & Postage $  2500 
Total     $34200 

Updates from your President 
By: Bruce Berg 
 
I hope all of you 
who were able to 
visit or partici-
pate in the show 
at Quail Gardens 
enjoyed the show 
and sale. Thanks 
to Ben Machado 
who helped or-
ganize the show.  
Congratulations 
also to Helen Pfister for her beautifully 
grown and presented Dendrobium Hibiki 
“Sandra’s Delight” which won the “Best of 
Show” and “Best Cultural” trophies. Photo 
courtesy Phyllis Prestia. 
 
You may have noticed a new face at the last 
meeting taking care of the coffee and do-
nuts. Connie Clark has volunteered for this 
job.  When you see her, give her a big “thank 
you.” She also is a docent volunteer for 
whale watching tours. If you haven’t been 
out on one of the whale excursion trips in 
awhile, she can give you info about how to 
go out and see these gentle giants.   
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San Diego International  

Orchid Show 

October 5-6, 2013 

San Diego Botanic Garden 

Something New: Culture  
Seminars for New Members 
  
By Debby Halliday and Bruce Berg 
 
To address one of our 2014 goals of the soci-
ety, “retaining new members,” we are going 
to start a series of culture seminars for new 
members. This will be loosely based on the 
format of the Species Group. The format will 
be a seminar once a quarter (at first to see if 
members are interested). The seminars will 
be held at member’s homes so that new 
members will have the opportunity to see 
how other members grow orchids here in San 
Diego. The topics will be similar to the sub-
jects covered at the culture presentations at 
our meetings, but with more hands-on activi-
ties where possible. We will still continue 
the culture programs on our regular meeting 
nights. 
 
We are designing these seminars primarily 
for new members, those who have been 
members for a year or less. We hope this set-
ting will help new members have the oppor-
tunity to do more socializing in a small group 
setting and get to know each other better.  
Similar to the Species Group, there will be a 
snack of cookies, coffee, and tea. 
 
We plan to start off with the first meeting at 
Bruce and Carol Berg’s house on Saturday, 
November 16, at 1 PM. The topic will be re-
potting orchids. If you have an orchid that 
you’d like to repot, then bring it! It’d be 
best if there are new green root tips showing 
on your plant. There will be some of Bruce’s 
plants to repot also. Potting supplies will be 
available there. 
 
This first meeting will be a trial to see what 
works and what things we might want to 
modify for future seminars. If you want to 
participate, please let Laura Nolden know.  
You will be receiving an email from her, 

based on your membership date. If you do 
not wish to participate, please respond to 
her with a request to have your name re-
moved from the list. We look forward to 
seeing you! 

Photos by Debby Halliday 
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 San Diego County Orchid Society 
Board Meeting Minutes 
October 3, 2013 
 
Attendees:  Scott LaBouff, Debby Halliday, 
Carol Berg, Helen Pfister, Kay Klausing, Jim 
Wright, Bob Clark, David Brown and visitor 
Jack Schaefer. 
 

President Pro Tem Scott LaBouff called the 
meeting to order at 7:07 PM. 
 

Officer Reports: 
Minutes for the September meeting were ap-
proved via email prior to this meeting and 
were published in the October newsletter.  
 

Carol Berg presented the treasurer’s report 
for September. David Brown moved to file 
the report for audit—the motion passed.  
 

Committee Reports: 
Jack Schaefer,our webmaster, reported that 
the total hits for September was 1,378. Jack 
is also hard at work with the membership 
page. 
   In the upper right corner of the main 
page, the members or Board member will 
input their e-mail address and then enter, if 
required, a password. Some Board-specific           
pages lock a database. They should remem-
ber to force an unlock of the database by       
visiting the home page before exiting the 
site. 
 

Old Business: 
Jim Wright has been working on setting up 
tours for next year.   
 

Leslie Costello, our social media coordinator, 
has been updating our Facebook page.  
 

Bob and Scott are still working on updating 
our computer. 
 

The VGA connector adapter still needs to be 
purchased. 
 

Spring Show discussion tabled until next 
month. 
 

Culture class expansion was discussed by the 
Board. Add a monthly or quarterly meeting 
to take place on a weekend each month at a 
different members home. Afternoon meet-
ings were suggested with refreshments being 
served. Bruce and Carol will host the first 
Culture Group on November 16, 2013. Time 
to be determined.   
 

Speakers time will be monitored. General 
Meeting presentations are limited to 45 
minutes. Culture meeting presentations are 
limited to 30 minutes.  
 

New Business: 
David Brown, our representative for the San 
Diego Botanical Gardens Foundation, brought 
to our attention a proposal brought forth by 
the Council of Urban Forestry, a branch of 
the California Center for Sustainable Energy, 
which would fundamentally change the struc-
ture of the San Diego Botanical Foundation.  
David discussed with the Board some of the 
changes that CCSE is trying to initiate. Coun-
cil for Urban Forestry is seeking a 501(c)(3) 
status, office and library space, and a 
10’x10’ display area. David moved that the 
Society reject the proposal—the motion 
passed.  
 

David Brown brought up the subject of tick-
ets at the front door for those who wore 
their membership name badges. A motion 
was made that we give tickets to everyone 
who attends the meetings—the motion 
passed.      
 

Holiday Party plans are underway. Scott is 
looking into Honey Baked Hams and Turkeys 
plus other ideas that have been presented.  
Scott will get a budget together for the party 
and email the Board for approval. David 
Brown as always will set up the tables for the 
Holiday Party. Sign up sheets will be out at 
the next meeting. Members may bring a 
guest. Scott will write an article for  the 
newsletter about the Orchid Plant Exchange.  
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Micropropagation of Orchids (1993) with the 
late Dr. Robert Ernst. Dr. Arditti updated this 
book as sole author in 2008. In 2002, he co-
authored Biology of Vanda Miss Joaquim with 
Professor Choy Sin Hew and Dr. Tim Wing 
Yam, both from Singapore. Dr. Arditti was 
elected Honorary Life Member of The Ameri-
can Orchid Society in 1976 and has received 
several awards for his research, including the 
Gold Medal of the Orchid Society of South 
East Asia (Singapore) in 1990. Prior to his re-
tirement he was a member of the Botanical 
Society of America and American Society of 
Plant Physiology, both professional societies. 
 
Please note that if you own one of Dr. Ardit-
ti’s books, bring it to the meeting. He will 
gladly sign it for you.  
 
The plant opportunity table will be provided 
by Cal-Orchid. 
 
Join Dr. Arditti and fellow society members 
for dinner at the Prado Restaurant, before 
the general meeting. Please call 619-248-
7300 to R.S.V.P. 
 

 
Speakers for November: 
 
 Culture Class – TBA 
 General Meeting – TBA 
 Plant Opportunity Table – TBA 
 
The meeting was adjourned at 8:37 PM.  
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
Helen R. Pfister 
Secretary 

General Meeting continued from page 1... 

 

CHULA ORCHIDS 
 

Clear Orchid Pots 
See all we offer on our  

website 
www.chulaorchids.com 

 
Shipping from Oregon is  

Ship Mon arrive Wed. 
 

Email me at htolen@chulaorchids.com 

cho   Santa Fe. She enjoys the daily chal-
lenge of trying to raise a wide variety of or-
chids and maintain them in peak condition. 
 
She will discuss the various pests that attack 
our plants and share her favorite methods of 
controlling and defeating them. The class 
will start promptly at 6:30 and will be over 
at 7:00. Bring your questions and your own 
solutions. You should come away with some 
useful tips. 

Culture Meeting continued from page 1... 

Best of Show, 

Best Cultural 

Award at the In-

ternational Orchid 

Show at San Diego 

Botanic Garden, 

October 5-6, 2013 

Helen Pfister 

Dendrobium 

Hibiki 

 

 



 

 

Dear SDCOS,  
 

I hope that the last plant in your collection that needed repotting was repotted two months ago, 

that you applied your last handfuls of time-release fertilizer for the Fall then (if that’s what you 

use), and that you have brought in any plants that cannot survive winter outdoors. In a couple of 

weeks, your plants will be using less water and fertilizer than they have all year, and your watering 

schedule should be likewise tapering off, unless you have plants you just purchased that were be-

ing grown in an area more humid than yours. Now is the time to start drying out your Callista and 

Dendrobium section Dendrobiums. 
 

Tuesday’s Culture Class and General Meetings should be very interesting 

and informative: a presentation on how to successfully battle pests by 

none other than Debbie Halliday, and Dr. Arditti’s piece on the ethnobota-

ny of orchids. Hopefully he’ll clarify for us that Oncidium cebolletum is 

less hallucinogenic than we’ve been lead to believe, since the Tarahumara 

only use it as a substitute for peyote (and then probably only when they 

want to feel sick or nothing, rather than for seeing things that aren’t “there”).  
 

On page 6, Elena Oleksishina has written a great article about how to cultivate Phalaenopsis in low

-humidity indoor environments that will doubtless be relevant to many of you. 

          Happy Growing,  

          Christopher 
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