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General Meeting
December 5th, 6:00 pm

Christmas Party — Dec 5

May | be the first to wish you a Merry
Christmas and Happy Holidays. | can’t believe
it is almost December. Time for the SDCOS
Xmas Party! Put it on your calendar. We start
at 6pm. Here’s what’s going on —

Potluck Dinner — we will provide the main
dish, but we’re counting on you to bring one of
your favorite specialties. It could be a starter,
salad, side dish, or dessert. Please sign up on
the website. This feast is only as good as you
make it! With all the excellent chefs in our
group, I'm expecting a wonderful dinner. We
will also provide non-alcoholic beverages. You
can BYOB if you prefer your own holiday
cheer.

Plant Exchange — You need to bring a plant to
participate. Make it look beautiful and festive.
The sooner someone chooses your plant, the
sooner you get to choose one for yourself.
This is always fun, so look around and see if
you have a worthy candidate. You could win a
real beauty!

Picture Show — Art Pinkers will present a slide
show of the AOS award winners from last
December through November. The pictures
are always beautiful and the awarded plants
are certainly worth celebrating.

Xmas Plants — SDCOS wants to thank you for
being a member by giving you a Xmas orchid
to take home. We will have plants from Andy’s
Orchids, SVO, Casa de las Orquideas, and
Rex Foster. There is bound to be something
special there just for

continued on page 2

you!

As we have done the past few years, if
something beautiful is in bloom, please bring it
as a centerpiece. We want the room to look
festive in a very orchid way.

| look forward to seeing you. Thank you all for
making this a warm, friendly, and positive
group. It's been a great year.

Thank you.
Debby Halliday

New signs for the orchid shows in the park
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President’s message

The October "Orchids in the Park" Show and
Sale was indeed a huge success - we had
record sales and visitors!

My big "Thank you" goes to all the volunteers
who made this happen - our shows wouldn't
be possible without your contributions. As a
reward for the hard work of our volunteers, the
board has decided to provide a free spot on
our bus tour to the Huntington Botanical
Garden on a first-come, first-served basis.

As another "Thank you" to our members, the
society is providing the main course for our
Holiday Banquet on December 5th. We still
need members to sign up for appetizers, side
dishes and desserts (portion size ~ 6-8
people). And, as yet another "Thank you", the
society will have gift plants from local vendors
(1 per membership). There will also be a plant
exchange so please bring a nice plant, ideally
decorated in the holiday spirit. The rules are
simple: If your plant gets picked, you will go
next to pick a plant.

| wish all our members a Merry and Peaceful
Holiday Season and a Happy New Year!
See you all at the Holiday Banquet!

Kay Klausing
President, SDCOS

Judging at the October Show in
the Park (Casa Del Prado,
Balboa Park), October, 2017.

Text and photo by Phyllis Prestia

There were 6 orchids presented
for judging. One was awarded:

Sobralia rosea ‘Windflower’
Exhibited by Betty Kelopecz
Awarded CHM/AQS, 82 points

Andy’s Orchids Winter Open House

December 1 - 3, 2017, 10am to 4pm
734 Ocean View Ave. Encinitas, CA.
andysorchids.com
Three complete Days to explore our
incredible collection of Orchids,
We will be having munchies,
refreshments and Pulled Pork Sandwiches
so you need not ever leave.
Note: Bring this ad and receive a free plant on qualified purchases,
Limit one per customer, Must be a society member.
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Spring Show Committee Column
Jack Schaefer

Happy Holidays to everyone, | hope
your Thanksgiving Day has been a
good one! Your Spring Show
Committee has been busy in November
ramping up to our 727 Annual
International Spring Show and Sale.

Our Show Committee has been working
in high gear these last few months.
We’ve produced the Spring Show
Poster featuring graphic design by
Carol Kerr Graphics. Our Show Theme,
“Orchid Mardi Gras”, was chosen during
the summer so that we could produce
our Show Poster and other advertising
materials earlier in the year. | have to
say that the post card sized version of
the Show Poster was a great hit at the
Huntington Library’s Orchid Show and
Sale this last October. As happened last
year, the post cards and bookmarks that
we made available to the public
disappeared very quickly.

We've also ordered smaller versions in
the 8.5” by 11” and 5.5” by 8.5” sizes.
These will all be available at the Holiday
Party on December 5. We hope you
will work with us to get these out after
the first of the year so that your friends
and neighbors will see them and come
to our show.

We will be featuring a Kids’ Corner
activity at the Spring Show. Nancy
Walters has creative and fun filled
activities for all the youngsters. Nancy’s

Kids’ Corner will be featured
prominently on the show floor this
coming March. It is now a traditional
part of the Society’s show activities.

Presale tickets have been printed and
Patti Hoffmaster is handling their
distribution. We will be making them
available at the January General
Meeting. Please be sure to pick up
your envelope of tickets! The price will
remain fixed for this next show at $10 at
the door. Of course there are several
discounts available. The packets of
tickets will be available to members at
the 5 tickets for $35 price.

Debby Halliday has been busy
contacting vendors & other Southern
California Societies about their
participation in our show & we hope to
have a good representation of both
groups.

We liked last year’s show layout very
much and hope that you did also. The
standardization of the display booths
worked well. The two islands will have
a standard 9 ft. by 9 ft. (81 sq. ft.)
configuration. The North Wall displays
will be 8 ft. by 8 ft. (64 sq. ft.) and the
Table Top displays in the South Alcove
will be 8 ft. by 5 ft. (40 sq. ft.). We will
also have space for the popular 2 ft. x 2
ft. and 4 ft. x 4 ft. table top displays that
our members enjoy creating. We think
the Orchid Mardi Gras theme will
provide lots of ways for you to display
your beautiful collection of orchids along
with various Mardi Gras decorations.

Dr. Phyllis Prestia is the Cymbidium
Society of America’s judging
chairperson for Southern California.
She reminded us that the CSA’s Gold
Medal Cymbidium and Gold Medal
Paphiopedilum Awards have display
area and plant count requirements. For
the Cymbidium Gold Medal, the
minimum display area requirement is 80
sq. ft. of display space and 12
Cymbidium plants. All of the 9 ft. by 9 ft.’
displays will meet this requirement.

The Paphiopedilum Gold Medal
requires a minimum of 30 sq. ft. and 12
Paphiopedilum plants. Either an 8 ft. by
8 ft. floor display or an 8 ft. by 5 ft. table
top display will meet the area
requirements for this Award.

Of course we will have plenty of forms
for AOS and CSA judging available.

Start planning now so that our 72nd
Annual Spring Show will be a great
success!

From the Membership Desk

Please welcome our newest members:
Victor Jaime Gonzalez-Vaz, and Brett &
Natalia Aja. Also we welcome David
Vandenbroek back.

Bob
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October plant forum photos by Scott LaBouff
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An orchid that grows like a cactus
Drought resistant orchids

Bruce Berg

Until | learned more about the extreme
environmental diversity in which orchids
grow, the term “drought resistant orchids”
seemed to be an oxymoron. Among the
orchid groups, some orchids have
evolved to grow in the ground. They are
called terrestrials. And among the
terrestrials, some grow in very hot and
sometimes dry climates, as in the plains
of southern Africa. One such group of
these xerophytic orchids are the Eulophia
orchids.

There are several species of Eulophia
which are good candidates for growing
here in Southern California. One of the

more common ones is Eulophia petersii.
This plant has adapted well to a hot and
dry environment by evolving along the
lines of the Adenium and Pachypodium
succulents. The leaves are tough and
thick, resembling Agave leaves. The
most popular way to grow them is in large
clay pots. Originally, here in Santee | had
my Eulophia petersii growing directly in the
ground. | have since moved them to pots
so that | can move them out of the winter
rainy area where | originally planted them.

These plants are hardy from temperatures
as low as freezing and as high as 100
degrees. However, extreme low
temperatures and cold rains in winter may
inhibit blooming. They need some slight
shading during the hot summers. They are
either grown in clay pots, or directly in the
ground. The soil mixture they like best is a
well draining “cactus and palm” mix with
organic mulch, available locally. In the
ground, the area needs to be free draining.
In my landscape, they originally grew quite
well on a raised hilltop, growing among
Sticks on Fire, yuccas, adeniums, slightly
to the north and east from an aloe tree
which provided midday shading.
Hummingbirds are attracted to the blooms.

The plants grow during the late spring and
summer. They benefit from deep watering
once or twice a month. Hundreds of
flowers grow from stems reaching 6 feet
tall. The flower stalks grow from the base
of the previous year’s pseudobulbs. The

plants do not begin flowering until the plant
has six or more older pseudobulbs.

At our Summer Show in the Park in 20186,
Pam Peters presented a beautiful
specimen plant that was awarded an AOS
award. Paul Tuskes grows his plants in
the ground in his front yard. Charley
Fouquette and Tom Biggart grow their
plants in pots and keep them in a warm
location over the winter to encourage a
better bloom in June. The petersii flowers
are a brownish to yellow color.

There is another species available
occasionally that is well worth the search:
Eulophia speciosa, whose flowers are a
much more attractive yellow color. The
best place to look for these orchids,
interestingly enough, is from cactus and
succulent dealers and shows, like the
Cactus and Succulent Society’s plant
sales at Balboa Park.
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SDCOS society information can be
found on the web at

http://www.sdorchids.com

List of society officers and other
important contacts

Minutes of the November board
meeting

Minutes of the November general
meeting

World Famous San Diego Zoo

All memberships listed below are for
zip codes 91900-92899 and include
unlimited admission to the San Diego
Zoo and Safari Park for one year.

DUAL MEMBERSHIP (for two adults
in the same household)

Yearly rate $119.

Renewal Rate $104.
SINGLE MEMBERSHIP (for one
adult)

Yearly rate $98.

Renewal rate $86.
~ A year of FREE UNLIMITED
ADMISSION to both the San Diego
Zoo and Wild Animal Park.
~ 6 discount guest coupons good
toward admission.
~ A One Year Subscription to
ZOONOOZ.
~ Free Zoo Skyfari.
~ 4 two-for-one coupons for Zoo Bus
Tour.

Prices & benefits subject to change.
For more information, call
619.231.0251

Or call toll free 877.3 MEMBER
Visit our website:

www.sandiegozo0.org

Your membership supports our plant
and animal collections and includes a
monthly visit to our Orchid Odyssey on
the third Friday of each month from
10am until 2pm.

SANTA BARBARA ORCHID ESTATE

Every day a different orchid—check out

"Orchid-Of-The-Day" at www.sborchid.com
Specializing in outdoor-growing
lorchids for coastal California, incl. Laelia anceps
and hybrids, Cymbidium species and hybrids,
and species.
Open daily: Mon-Sat, 8 to 4:30, Sun 11-4

1250 Orchid Drive, Santa Barbara, CA 93111
(800) 553-3387 sboe@sborchid.com

& njoy
Ca[ifo’mia ga’zalen magazine
with your membership in
San Diego Floral Association.
$45

619-232-5762  sdfloral.org
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Orchid Dates to Remember

December 2nd

SDCOS Species Group Meeting
First Saturday of the month

Paul or Ann Tuskes (858) 274-5829

December 5th 7:30 PM

SDCOS General Meeting/ Holiday Party
First Tuesday of the month

Casa Del Prado, Balboa Park, Room 101

December 6th

Palomar Orchid Society Meeting

Culture class at 6:30; program at 7:00

First Wednesday of the month

Lake San Marcos Pavilion

331105 La Bonita Dr., San Marcos, CA 92078

December 7th, 7:00 PM

SDCOS Board Meeting

Normally the Thursday following the General
Meeting, Casa Del Prado, Balboa Park,
Room104

December 15th

San Diego Zoo's Orchid Odyssey
Third Friday of the month

10 AM-2 PM (orchid greenhouse is open)
Janette Gerrity (619) 231-1515 ext. 4306

December 20th

Cymbidium Society Meeting

Regular meeting, third Wednesday of month
Culture class at 6:30, Meeting at 7:00

Lake San Marcos Pavilion

1105 La Bonita Dr., San Marcos, CA 92078
orchldy2@mac.com or (760) 732-0055

January 2nd
SDCOS General Meeting

Casa de las Orquideas

Southern California’s leading source for
Cymbidium and Zygopetalum seedlings.
Over 30,000 plants in stock from 3” pots to

blooming size. Our complete list of seedlings

and flasks is on the web at
www.orquideas.com

Open by appointment only!

170 S. Nardo Ave., Solana Beach, CA 92075.

Phone and Fax: (858) 755-7572
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From the Editor:

There’s an app for that: ever find yourself in the middle of
Manitoba, Canada wondering where the native orchid
habitat is? There’s an app for that....

http://www.nativeorchid.org/wordpress/current-projects/

Perhaps more useful is an app to measure light levels, so
you don't need a meter ...

http://www.magreenthumb.com

but some apps applicable to orchids are less useful - see
this review of one by Art Chadwick, an orchid grower...

http://www.journalnow.com/home food/home garden/
garden/there-are-orchid-apps-for-smart-phones/
article 88df9968-05fb-11e3-b884-001a4bcf6878.html

May your orchids always smell great!
David

1st Class

San Diego County Orchid Society

P.O. Box 161020

Postage
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